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U.N. envoy calls for extension 
of Sudanese ceasefire 

NAIROBI (AFP) — The U.N. Secretary General’s 
Special Envoy for Humanitarian Affairs for Sudan, 
Tom Vraalsen. urged here on Thursday an extension 
of the current Sudanese ceasefire to enable relief 
agencies to complete food deliveries to its famine- 
stricken regions. Addressing journalists at the end of 
bis first tour of the region, Vraalsen said he would 
propose to the two warring sides that the current mice, 
due to expire in September, be extended by another 
six months. Vraalsen said anendon should be focused 
on the need for the extension of the ceasefire, as there 
can only be limited achievement to bring food to all 
hungry Sudanese, if the security situation is not 
addressed. 



Sudan foreign minister 
arrives in Baghdad 

BAGHDAD (R) — The Sudanese fbiei^ minister arrived 
in Ba^idad on IMday to brief Iraip PresidMt Saddam Hus- 
sein on a U.S. missile strike on Khartoum, the Iraqi News 
Agent^ INA reported. Iraq has strongly condemned the 
U.S. air strikes against Sudsm and Afghanistan, ’^e do not 
only protest and denounce the American aggression on 
Sudan and Afghanistan but we stress our revolt and stand 
against this aggressive policy,” said a statement by the 
R^ludooaiy Command Couzicil. “W^ are ready to wofk 
on regional pan-Aiab and international levels together 
with anyone wlm stands agains t this aggressive, dangerous 
and silly policy ” ibe statement said INA said Foreign 
Minister Mustaia Osman Ismail airived in Baghdad cany- 
ing a letter from his president, Omar Hassan Al Bashir, 
to Iraqi Rreadent Saddam Hussein. 
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New Cabinet faces tasks of restoring confidence, 
reforming economy and ensuring transparency 


By Francesca Ciriad 
Jordan Times Stajf Reporter^ 

AMMAN — Newly- 
appointed Prime Mmister 
Fayez Tarawneh and his 
team of accomplished tech- 
nocrats, will face the daunt- 
ing task of restoring peo- 
ple's confideoce in the gov- 
ernment, reforming a stag- 
nant economy and a bloated 
civil administration, and 
ensuring transparency. 

Economists, politicians 
and commentators on Fri- 
day gave a thumbs-up to 
Jordan’s $3rd cabinet since 
1921, but remained divided 
on whether high expecta- 
tions. e^jecially of a suc- 
cessful battle against unem- 
ployment and nepotism, 
will boost or intiorudate the 
government. 

“The higher the expecta- 
tions are, the easier they 
can be disappointed’' 
warned a former minister, 
who asked-DOt to be named. 

’’But indeed a change was 
badly needed and th^ new 
government brings in new 


blood, which is always a 
good omen.” 

Analysts agreed that, 
though the new govenunent 
is expected to try hard to 
“put ±e house in order,” no 
major change in policy 
should be expected. 

Tarawneh, they noted 
was Royal (jourt chief un^ 
Thursday and also served 
as foreign mhuster in the 
1997 government of Pre- 
mier Abdul Salam Majali, 
who resigned on Wednes- 
day amid a public ‘outcry 
over the seven-wedc conta- 
minated water crisis. 

But Tarawneh also repie- 
sents a younger generation 
of statesmen than most of 
Jordan’s tecent prime min- 
isters, and his selection of 
technocrats for key eco- 
nomic posts signals a major 
change after mounting eco- 
nomic hardships, analysts 
said. 

The 23-member team 
includes seven new faces, 
mostly in key-positions, 
while it retains 12 ministers 
from the Majali cabinet. 


Tarawneh's mandate, as 
outlioed in. the King's letter 
of designation published 
Thursday, is mainly domes- 
tic, /bcusing on die fight 
against nepotism and 
declining living standards 
which helped bring down 
the previous government 
'Telling the truth and act- 
ing with transparency in 
presenting the facts to die 
public are among the most 
important duties of die gov- 
ernment,’' the King told 
Tarawneh. 

“The government's deci- 
sions must be clear, honest 
and objective, based on 
accurate statistics,” he said 
in an apparent reference to 
what the local press dubbed 
as “the growih rate fiasco.” 
The Majali government 
had come under steady frre 
at home and abroad for 
maintaining for J8 months 
that economic growth rates 
were five percentage points 
hi^er than actual. 

(Continued on page 5 ) 


New Cabinet 


FoUowing is a U^ of the new Cabinet min- 
isteri. sworn in bn Thursday, Aug. 20;. 

1 ; Faytt l^wneh as Prime Minister and 
Minister of Defence. 

1 Ikber Kana^an as Minister of State for 
Development Affairs. 

3. Jawdat Sboul as Minister of Justice. 

4. Abdul ■ Salam AJ Abbadi as Minister of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs. 

5. Mabdi Al Farhan as Minister of Labour 

6. Talal Sata'an Al Ha.ssa,n as Minister of 
Cuiniie and Youth. 

7. Tawfiq Kreishan as Minister of Munic- 
ipal and Rural Affairs and the EnviroamenL 

8. jUidiii Hah AJ Khatib as Minister of 
Foreign Affairs. 

9. Naser Lawzi as Minister of Public 
Works. Housing and Tram^rt 

10. Mohammad Saleh Hourani as Minis- 
ter of Industry, Trade and Supply. 

11. Hani Al Mnlki as Minister of Water 
and Irrigation and Minister of Energy and 


Mineral Resources. 

12. Suleiman Al Hafez as Minister of Post 
and TeJecommuoicarions. 

L3. Miqbem Kbreisha as Minister of Agri- 
culture. 

14. Mohammad Kheir Mamsar as Minis- 
ter of Social DevelopmeoL 

15. Akel Biltaji as Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities. 

16. Bassam Omousb as Minister of State 
for Parliamentary Affairs and Minister of 
Administrative Development. 

1 7. Nayef Al Qadi as Minister of Interior. 

18. Michel Marto as Minister of Hnance. 

19. Nabil Amman as Minister of Pl anning 

20. Naser Juddi as Minister of Informa- 
tion. 

21. Fawza Gharmbeh as Minister of Edu- 
cation. 

22. Nayel Ajlouni as Minister of Health 
and He^th Care. 

23. Samih Bino as Minister of State for 
Prime Minisoy AflRairs. 



HRH Cravm Prince Hassan, the Regent, stands for a photo session with tiie new government on Thursday (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


Regent meets with deputies, senators today 


Tarawneh visits Zai water plant 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

- .AMMAN — HLs Royal Hi^mess Crown 
Prince Hassan, the I^gent, will meet with 
members of the Lower and Upper Houses 
of Parliament today to exchange views on 
cuirent socio-economic and political 
issues and agree on future goals, official 
sources said on Friday. 

The meeting comes two days after His 
Majesty King Hussein, in a letter of desig- 
nation to Prime Minister Fayez l^^eh. 
asked the government to build a civic and 
democratic society and to open “dialogue 
with political parties... to exchange 
advice” about the nation's affairs. 

Prince Hassan, acting as Regent while 
the King receives chemother^y at a U.S. 
hospital, on Thursday swore in Tarawneh's 
23-member government of mainly tech- 
nocrats and reformers. 

“The meeting with deputies and senators 
comes to reafilnn the need fOT dialogue 
and continuity, even if parliament's extra- 
ordinary session is over, and to define the 
priorities of spending before preparing the 
1999 fiscal budget,” the official news 
agency Petra quo^ Prince Hassan as 
telling the new (rabinet afrer members took 


the oaA. 

“We shall also launch a serious dialogue 
with all unions, political parties, executive 
committees and others to serve this coun- 
tiy,” he added. 

“ilte house of His MajesQ' King Hussein 
(the Royal Court) is open for all sectors of 
socie^ to engage in a constructive dia- 
logue.” Mnce Hassan said. 

He also stressed the need to develop a 
tran^arent flexible and objective public 
administration capable of realiring the 
country's goals and objectives. 

The outgoing government of Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Salam Majali virtually had no 
contact with opposition political parties 
since the latter boycotted the 1997 elec- 
tions which the former cabinet supervised. 

In addition, Tarawneh’s cabinet will 
have to tackle mounting economic and 
administrative problems* which helped 
bring down Majali's government, analysts 
said. 

The latest six-week-old crisis over water 
pollution, which cut off water supplies to 
much of Amman in the middle of a sum- 
mer heat wave was the final straw which 
precipitated Majali's downfall, they added. 


AMMAN (J.T.) -- Prime 
banister aod Minister of 
Defence /Fayez Tarawneh 
Iriday inspected the Zai 
Water IVeatmeDt Plant 
and was assured that 
water pumped to Amman i$ 
fit for hunmn consumption 
and in line with Jordanian 
spexnficadons and stan- 
dard Jordan Television 
said. 

Tarawneh also listened to 
a briefing by Mimster of 
Water and Imgation Hani 
MuUd. 

The prime minister called 
for exerting every possible 
efibrt to find a final solution 
to the Kingdom’s Water 
problem. The prime minis- 
ter stressed the need for 
informing the pet^le in a 
transparent manner, in 
accordance witii the direc- 
tives of His Maj^ King 
Hussein and His R^^ 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent. 



Premier Tarawneh drinks 
water from a beaker dur- 
ing a visit to the Zai water 
treatment plant, Friday 
(Photo by Yonssef 'Allan) 

Mulki, meanwhile, said 
that efforts are being exerted 
to meer the needs of citizens 
and that the water shortage 
problem will be solved 
soon, before the beginning 
of the new scholastic year. 

Later, be inspected several 
water wells in Amman (See 
story on page 3). 


U.S. envoy delivers Clinton message to Crown Prince 

Regent discusses U.S. strikes 
with Sudanese vice president 


Agencies 



the bomb damaged Al Shifaa pharmacentical factory after Thursday's U.S. bombing in 


Bombed pharmaceutical complex 
supplied medicine to Iraq — U.N. 

U.S.: Missiles targeted ‘terrorist university’ 



ms ROYAL Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. the 
Regent, on Friday received 
a phone call from Sudanese 
Vice President Ali Othman 
Mohammad Taha regarding 
the U.S. missile strike on a 
ph^maceutical plant in 
Khartoum. 

Taha said that the plant 
only produces drugs and 
pb^maceuiicids and it has 
no devices to produce 
chemical U'eapons or poiso- 
nyus gases, adding that the 
Sudanese government will 
open the door before the 
intemational media to visit 
the site and ini^pect fur 
themselves. 

Prince Hassan stressed 
that Jordan categorically 
denounces terrorism what- 
ever its type or form and 
Whoever tesorts to it as it is 
a means that takes lives of 
the innocenL Prince Hassan 
voiced appreciation for 
Sudan's call on the interna- 
tional media to visit the tar- 
geted site and find the truth. 

He reiterated; “We call 
fn- dialogue and that is 
unacceptable to reson to 
force every time and then 
and that ib^bsence of such 
dialogue amon g nations 
results in such actions and 
reaciipns.7 

The. Regent on Thursday 


Khartoum, Friday (AP photo) 

received a message from 
U.S, President Bill Clinton 
in which the American 
president denied that the 
militaiy strikes on sites in 
Afghanistan and Sudan 
were targeted against Mus- 
lims and Arabs. 

In his message which was ^ 
delivered by U.S. envoy to 
Jordan, William Burns, the 
president said these allega- 
tions are totally groundless. 


President Clinton said the 
military strikes were aimed 
at destroying the infrastruc- 
ture of b^es used by some 
parties loyal to Osama Bm 
Laden to launch terrorist 
attacks that took the lives of 
several innocent Muslim 
and American people. 

The U.S. president said 
these strikes were carried « 
out following in-depth 
investigations tiiat revealed 


the involvement of these 
parties in terrorist attacks. 

Meanwhile, Reuters 
reported Information Min- 
ister Nasser Judeb as saying 
that Jordan reserves judge- 
ment on the military opera- 
tions but calls for dialo^e 
instead of escalating vio- 
lence. 


(Continued on page 5 ) 


Agencies 

THE UNITED Nations on 
Friday confirmed that a 
Sudanese factory hit Thurs- 
day 1^ U.S. cruise missiles 
had a contract to deliver 
humanitarian supplies to 
Iraq. 

UJI. spokesman John 
Mills told AFP that a coor 
tract for S200.000 worth of 
veterinarian pharmaceuti- 
cals had been approved by 
the U.N. Sanctions Com- 
mittee in January. 

However, the supplies 
had not yet been delivered 
to Iraq, be said. 

Sud^ese state televbion 
said Friday the pharmaceu- 
tical complex of Al Shifaa 
supplied medicine to Iraq 
under the U.N. approved 
oil-for-food progranune. 

The complex produced SO 
per cent of the medicines in 
Sudan and participated in 
the U.N. programme under 
which Irs^ is permitted to 
sell limited amounts of oil 
to purchase humanitarian 
supplies to ease the effects 
of sanctions, it said. 

The complex in Khar- 
toum represented an initial 
investment of $20 million 
and is privately owned, 
mostly by Sudanese busi- 
nessman Saleh Idriss, it 
said. 

Idriss reportedly made a 
fortune in Saudi Arabia and 


also holds Saudi citizen- 
ship. 

Al Shifaa was opened in 
July last year in a ceremony 
attended by the British 
ambassador, the report said. 
It is a complex of three fac- 
tories qireading over 
16,000-square meters in an 
industrial zone surrounded 
by residential districts.' 

The Sudanese embassy in 
Kenya said Eciday that the 
plant had be^ partly 


financed by a Nmrobi- 
based bank owned by the 
Common Market for East- 
ern and Southern Africa. 

“It, with other factories, 
contributed to raise the 
level of self-sufficiency in 
medicines from 3-5 per 
cent in 1990 to more than 
80 per cent after it started 
operation in 1996,” Cbe 
embassy said. 

In Asunao, the secretary 
general of Jordan’s main 


opposition party, the Islam- 
ic Action Front, told Al 
Arab Al Yawm newspaper 
that the factory was a pri- 
vate Jordaman-Sudanese 
joint venture. 

Abdul Latif Arabiyat said 
the factory which he visited 
in April “produced medi- 
cines and showed no sien 
whatsoever of militjy 
presence.” 

(Continued on page 5 ) 
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Israel formally submitted 13 per 
cent offer to Palestinians — report 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Inching 
toward compromise. Israel 
for the first time confirmed to 
the ' Palestinians in writing 
that it would withdraw from 
1 3 per cent of the West Bank, 
albeit with some conditions, 
an Israeli newspaper .said Fri- 
day. 

However, a Palestinian 
negotiator denied any 

progress has been made and 
said there have been no nego- 
tiations since Aug. 4. 

The United States has tried 
since January to win accep- 
tance for a proposal that Israel 
withdraw from 13 percent of 
the West Bank. The Palestini- 
ans reluctantly accepted the 


plan, while Israel has said a 
pullback on this .scale would 
endanger its security. 

In recent weeks. Israel 
floated a compromise under 
which it would withdraw 
from 13 per cent of the West 
Bank, but 3 per cent of that 
area would be declared a 
nature reserve and the Pales- 
tinians would have virtually 
no say over land use. includ- 
ing ccmsiniction. 

tlie Yediot Ahronot daily 
said Friday that Israel has 
now submitted the plan to the 
Palestiruans in writing, and 
that for the first time. Pales- 
tinian President Yasser Arafai 
has become intensively 


involved in the negotiations. 

The daily ^>aid the compro- 
mise was accepted by the 
Palestinians, a claim staunch- 
ly denied by Palestinian 
riegouator Hassan Asfour. 

'The redeployments must 
be in accondaiKe with the 
agteemenLH and not creating 
new categories of land," 
Asfour said Friday. 

The Pulesuruans have 
accused the government of 
Prime Minister Benyomin 
Netanyahu of leaking reports 
that agreement with tite 
Palestinians was near in 
ht^ies of deflecting U.S. pres- 
sure. 

Netanyahu aides bad no 


comment on the Yediot 
report. 

Earlier this week. 
Netanyahu summoned a key 
cabirtec hawk. Ariel Sharon, 
to a resort in northern Israel 
where he is vacationing to 
Mef him on developments in 
the negotiations with the 
F^estinians. 

Sharon's spokesman, 
Raanan Gissin. could not 
confirm that the Israeli ofier 
has been put in writing. How- 
ever. Sharon told reporters 
earlier this week that the 
^estinians already know 
dial Israel is prepared to band 
over 13 per cent of the territo- 
ry- 


Palestinian 
claims 
revenge 
attack by 
settlers 


NABLUS f AP) — A Pales- 
tinian man told p^ce dial 
Jewish sealers seized him 
frrini Ids car. dragged him to a 
cemetery, forced him to lie 
face dcm-n and pelted him 
with stones, a Palestinian 
security officer said Friday. 

The victim. Mdiammad 
Abdul Qader. said his 
ossailanLs told him they were 
avenging the slayings of two 
residents of' the Jew^ seole- 
nient of Itzhar by Palestinian 
militants earlier month. 

The vigilante smack 
occuned W^esday at lizhar. 
said Col. Fahed Disd>, a Pales- 
tinian security official who 
serves a.s a Ua^on with Israeli 
forces in the area. 

Abdul Qader. a resident of 
the village of Burin near 
Nablus, said he was driving in 
his van when he was stoned 
1:^’ settlers who brou^t the 
vehicle to a ^ stop and pulled 
him out. 

The settlers took Abdul 
Qader to the graves of the two 
recent shooting victims in 
Itzhar. forced him to lie free 
down at the cemeteiy and 
culled children from tlW set- 
tlement to the scene who 
began pelting him with 
Slones. 

‘They said I had to die 
because we were responsible 
for the death of the two .set- 
tlers*' Abdul Qader .said 

In the meantime. Abdul 
Qader's .sjsie.»5.. who had been 
riding with him in the van. 
alen^ Palestinian police w1vo 
in rum notified the Israeli 
authorities. Diab said 

Is-raeli police rescued Qader 
who siiiTetcd some bruises. 
Diab said no arrests were 
mode in Itzhar. 

Israeli police spokeswoman 
Linda Menuhin said she was 
checking the repent. 


Israel strikes Hizbollah stronghold 
after two soldiers killed in attack 


TYRE CAFP) — Israel staged 
air raids on suspected Hizbol- 
lah positions in southern 
Lebanon on Friday and 
shelled a stronghold of the 
Shiite Muslim group after two 
Israelis died in a Hizbollah 
bombing ov'emi^ 

An Is^li soldier and a civil- 
ian army employee were 
lolled wj^ Hizbollah mem- 
bers detonated a remote-con- 
trolled bomb as an Israeli con- 
voy drove by Beaufort Castle 
in the central secten* of d)c 
Israeli-occupied buffer zone in 
scmtii Lebanon, police said. 

An Israeli army spokesman 
identified the victims as a fust 
seigeant and a civilian 
emplc^ b>’ the army to build 
fcff^cations areiund Israeli 
ouqx>sts in the zone and bases 
of the Israeli-ollihd South 
Lebanon Army (SLA). 

Another “big bomb" was 


detonated by Hizbollah mem- 
bers agaiasi an Israeli patrol 
near Beaufort- Castle in the 
• bcxiler area said a Hizbollah 
spokesman wiio clramed both 
attacks. 

Following the bombing of 
the convoy, Israeli w’aiplanes 
staged two raids on the Jqlim 
Al^Tuffrh Hills, a Hizbollah 
.stronghold east of the southern 
port city of Sidon. police said. 

The fighter-bomters. in two 
consecutive sorties, fired four 
air-to-ground mi.ssiles on the 
Okumata region in the Iqlim 
.AI Tuffah. There were no 
immediate reports of casual- 
ties. 

It was the fourth Israeli air 
strike on Lebzuion in the last 
4S hours and the 43nJ series of 
raids into the countiy this year. 

The killing of the two 
Israelis also prompted heavy 
retollatoty artillery shelling on 


tile Iqlim AI Tufiah, injuring 
an el^y Ldnnese civifian. 
the police said. 

Hassan Nadar. 70. was 
wounded shnpiel Irom 
shells whidi slammed into the 
village of Arab Salim, where 
two hranes and a car were also 
damaged, police said. 

The violence came amid a 
recent sharp upsurge in fight- 
ing across the Israeli occupied 
“security zone.” An Israeli sol- 
dier was killed and four 
wxMjnded in a similar bomb 
attack on Wednesday. 

Twelve Israelis have been 
killed this year in southern 
Lebanon, where the Jewi^ 
state rruuntains a buffer zone to 
prevent anocks by anti-Israelis 
on northern Israel. 

Fourteen Lebanese cKilians 
have beetr lulled and 71 
wounded in the some period 





PALESTINIAN REQUESTS PASSAGE IN HEBRON; A Palestinian man Friday gesture tow^ds Israeli sol- 
diers for permission to pass after clashes broke out when Israel enacted a curfew in the city following the ww- 
der of a Jewish settler late Aug. 20, Israeli authorities barred Palestinians from volatile 

city while they searched for a suspected Palestinian assailant in the stabbing death of Rabbi Shlomo Kaanan, the 
63-yeaPoId grandson of a spiritual leader of Israel’s settler movement (Reuters photo) 


Two die in bomb blast on Algerian beach 


ALGIERS (R) — Two people 
were killed and another two 
injured when bombs exploded 
on public beaches in western 
Al^a on Friday, officials 
said 

Government security 
sources said the two w^ 
killed when the first bomb 
exploded in El Marsa beach 
some 200 km west of the 
ital at 8.45 am. local time. A 
seccxid explosion nearly three 
hours later at Cherchell beach 
injured two people, they 
added 

A statement carried the 
ofiiciai Algerian Press Service 


did not say who had planted 
the bombs. 

“A hcxnemade bomb 
exploded on Friday at 8.40 
ajn. on the beach of El Marsa 
in the province of Ech Chelifif. 
A preUminaiy report said that 
two were killed" the statement 
said It added a second explo- 
sion injured two at Qierchell 
beach in Tipoza province at 
1 1 .25 am. local time. 

But -an El Marsa resident 
said the bomb there exploded 
last night, killing two Islamists 
who were trying to buiy it in 
the sand 

“The bomb exploded last 


night and not this morning. 
The two Islamists died in the 
blast," he told Reuters by tele- 
phone. 

Witnesses said police on 
Thursday defused a bomb on 
the beach of the popular Sidi 
Frej resort 27 km west of the 
capital Algiers, tite site of a 
similar blast last week that 
caused panic but no casualties. 

‘This is a new tactic that 
Muslim rebels have started to 
use only this summer." on 
Algerian analyst said 

Since July at least four 
explosions have ht^^^ened at 
Algerian beaches, which are 


usuuUy crowded on Thursdays 
and Fridays, the Muslim 
weekend. 

“Going to the beaches 
means a return to ncnnal life 
and the terrorists obviously 
don't wont that impression to 
hold" said the arialyst who 
declined to be identified 

The explosions happened a 
day alter a powerful explosicn 
killed 13 people and injured 
46. mostly elderly p^e, 
when it ripped through an 
open-air maiket in El 
in Ain Defla province. 130 km 
southwest of Algiers. 


Israelis worry car-theft barricades could create border 


By Charly Wegman 
Agcncc Fniiuv Presu’ 


TEL AVIV — Israel's plans to bar- 
ricade pans of the “green line" to 
stop thieves smuggling cars into the 
West Bank worry ultra-right Israeli 
leaders who say it might form a 
border for a future Palestinian state. 

The Israeli government gave the 
go-ahead this week for a project to 
barricade almost a quarter of the 
324-kilomeire-long green line with 
ditches, roadblocks, tunnels and 
electronic surveillance equipment 
to block gangs which smuggled 
nearly SO.CWO cars from Israel into 
the Palestinian territories last year. 

The project to secure 80 kiionie- 
ires of the line i.s esiimaicd io cost 
527 million and is the brajncJjiiii •»)' 
Internal Security Minister AvigJor 
Kahalani. It also involves depl»>vinc 
2.000 more Israeli p*.'lice •■’Ulcers 
along the edge of the lerriiories. 

But the “Kahalani line" hu.s raised 
fears among some righf-wmg politi- 
cians that it could be a first step to 
defining a permanent border 
between Israel and the Palestinian 
territories, or even a Palestinian 
state. 


“The Palefiiinians could nurse the 
false hope that the Kahalani line 
will fix their future final border." 
says Deputy Education Minister 
Moshe Pel'ed of the far-right 
Moledet Party. 

Kahalani has tried to assuage such 
fears by saying his barricades are 
too scattered to be confused with a 
border. "U is precisely to remove 
any such ambiguity that we want to 
avoid erSuting a continuous line." 
he .said. 

So fur. the Palestinians have wel- 
comed the idea of the barricades for 
stopping car thieve^, while giving 
th;.n: no political significance. 

“It could he useful. But Israel 
never con.sulted with us about it and 

i' not a political matter." Sufian 
Abu Zeidah. the PalcMinian Nalion- 
ai .-Xuihorily's tPN.A) otVicial for 
Israeli affiiirs. told .AFP. 

Israeli poitce ntuiinely complain 
to their Palestinian counterpoits 
chf'ut the sharp rise in cur thefts 
inside Israel by gangs operating 
from the West Bank, even though 
the nngs often involve Israeli 
accomplices. 

Lust vear some 45.000 cars were 
stolen in Israel, an almost 30 per 


cent increase over the previous 
year, according to Israeli police sta- 
ti.stics. 

Since the beginning of this year, 
almost 27,000 more cars have been 
stolen. 

The cars are usually broken down 
in We.si Bunk chop shops for rc.sole 
as spare pans both in the Palestinian 
territories and Israel. 

The large number of thefts are u 
heudache for Israeli insurance com- 
panies and the cau.se of u serious 
dispute between the Jewish stale 
and the PNA. 

"The car-thieves' techniques are 
getting more and more .vophislicai- 
ed. They .strip the cars in the blink 
of an eye to sell pons and often run- 
.vom the insurance companies" with 
false hopi* of gelling Ihe ears bacli, 
a police official told AFP. 

According to the Israeli daily 
Haaretz. the illegal irufilc h;is 
injected some S2CK) million into the 
Palestinian economy yearly since 
the creation of the autonomous 
Palestinian territories in IVfM. 

Some newspapers have ques- 
tioned whether the Kahalani line 
can stop the car thievus. saying it Is 
almost impossible to monitor ihe 


activitieti of the some 140.000 
Pale.siinians who daily pass in and 
out of Israel as labourers. The prob- 
lem becomes particularly daunting 
along the West Bank where, in addi- 
tion to the long border, some 

1 80.000 Palestinians butt up against 

400.000 Israelis around Jerusalem. 
For many here, the Kahalani line 

recalls ti plan put forward in 1995 
by former Labour Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Robin to "separate Pales- 
tinians and Israelis" following a 
serie.s of bloody suicide-anacks in 
Israel. 

But unlike the Rabin plan, the 
Kahalani line would not contravene 
free-trade agreements made 
heiween Israel and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation in Paris in 

ms. 

Trade in both directions, not 
counting the illegal cars, is valued 
at some $2.5 billion a year, making 
the Palestinian territories “Israel's 
.second export market after the Ignit- 
ed States." according to Shlomo 
Dror. Israeli military administration 
spokc.sman in the territories. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


E^ypt critkal of threats against Lebanon 


CAIRO (.AFP) — Egv-pi on Friday harshly criticised the ''irrespon- 
sible'' remarks of un Israeli minister who curlier in the week c^led 
for retaliatory strikes time an Israeli sokfier Is killed in south- 
ern Lebanon. 'These unprecedented declarations were made by an 
otirdal who«! go\-emmem rs supposed to respect the values and 
principles of the internuiionai community." the official said, adding 
that Israel "is supposed to believe in peace." Internal Sccuriw Mm- 
i.<oi.T Avigdur KahaJani's spokeswoman on Wednesday quoted Ikt 
boss as saying. “We should attack bridges, the electricity grid, the 
water system in Lebanon each lime oixr of our soldiers is killed in 
the countrv." 


Anti-US. demonstration in West Bank 


NABLUS t .AP) ■— Hunebeds of Palestinians chanted threats aeainsi 
U.S. President Bill GinU'Ki and burned U.S. flags Fridav to protest 
U.S. air sirike.s un Sudan and Afghonisian. In the Gaza Strip, about 
!.(KK) Hamas supporters attended ;in indoor protest rally. The 
gnuip s spiritual kL'tJer, Sheikh Ahmed ^’assin. aoid the group wx)ukl 
rem.iii] Avused «vi its struggle aguinsi L«;ruel and not so after U.S. 
latgcLs. “WIkti we figiM Israel, wc fight the Amcncarcs." Yassin said. 
“WTien wc wv;ikcn the Israelis, wc alfcci LsS. interests." 


Strong quake hits central Iran 


TEHRAN t AFP) — .An earthquake measurins 5.4 decrees on the 
Richfer scak* struck central Iran nn Fridav. the otficial D^IA ncw^ 
agenev- repcirtcd. citing the geophysics cenin? of Tehran Univeniiy. 
There was no immediate word on casualties nr danvige /roin the 
quake, whieli hi) regk>ns around Tu\seikan. 


JORDAN TELEMSION 
Tel. 4773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 
15:10 .CjrtixMi — I\AtnunPai 

15:30 Gowning Around 

16:00 Drama — Neighbours 

16:30 Di’c. — .Scandi Nawre 

17dM) French PrcHgrainme — 

"Paul Pas Re^er" 

l&OO Acapulco Bay 


JORDAN TIIVIES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


DEPARTURES 


l*>:n0 Le Journal 


j 19:15 French Programme — 
I Lo'eufdeColomb 

19:30 .News headlines 

19:35 Quiz Sliow — You Bet 
^'our Life 

19:55 Cinema, Cinema 

20J0 Prism 

21:10 Drama — Sirens 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Feanire film — -'Down 
Come Black BinT 

23:59 Country Marie 

OOlW EndofTX. 


PRA\T;R TIMES 


I)4l36 


05:59 

(Sunri*iC) Duha 

IP-38 


! 16:17 


! 1Q^lS 


: 20:41... 

I 



CHURCHES 


Sl Maiy ot Nazareth Churdi 
Sweifidt. Tel. 5920740 
I A ««nb Bes of God Church Tel. 


46.'27S5 

Sl Joseph Church Tel. 4o24.‘'no 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Ai^can Church Tel. 
462-W53/-462JS1 1. 

Sl Afrem Syrian Oiihodov 
Church TeL 77 1751. 

Amman Intematinnal Church 
Tcl.S65S97 

German-speaking Evangeiical 
Congr^tkm Tel. 56SK404 
The EvangeTica] Ixical Church 
in .Amman TcI. 8 1 1 295 
Church of Jesus Christ of I..al- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 

Sl John the Baptist at Dc ia 
SaDe CoU^ TcL 566 1 ~5T 
Churrii of (he .Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church Tel. 
46MI38 

Church of Presentation, .Sw«i. 
fiehTeI.5920146 
The Uniatc Catholic Church 
Td. 462475" 

The EngUdi-Languagc 
Catholic Irtish TeL 4r>l4(<.4» 
Evangelical Free Church Td. 
S92679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
462S052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church Td. “7 1 33 ) 

The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 775261 


\>'E.ATHER 


Btiiiifm .s.w,v-'w '/ /’> ifii' DepurT’ 

ith'r.T I'f V.*i >r. '.'f >-,• 


Normal vummer weather con- 

drtit'n*- wii; prevail lodjv with 
winds n.northwc’vicrlv modcr- 

ale in .AoaKi. it will be rcia- 

tivjlv fi"t. -AiriJ 

s nL*n]ieflv 

m<'KjVrarc. and «>cas calm. 

Min/Max. temp. 
.Amman 

.21/33 


.27AS 

Di^rts 

lS/37 

.Iordan \'alkv . 

ii/3K 

high temporanircs: 

\rTiiTian >• .Aucria 

.>S. Humid- 

ir. readines: .Amman 34 jxt 

a’nt..Aqab.v -4) evr 

sVPf 

Fi’llovsinc are the 

hiahest tem- 

prcnrercs evptancJ 

lodav inihe 

tviliiv.-.iri': 
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J4 

I'mQavs 

34 


X4 

Petra 

36 

Dead Sea 



Dr. MuntherOrdoi TTMUS'J 

Dc l^lsam Hzayyin ._...474M.563 
Dc AbddKadiTav'vini ..4020115 

Flras pharmacy 56610)2 

AI .Asema phannacy ....46370.*>5 
Nairoukh pbannacy ...4623(372 
.AI Salam pharmacy ..4b.t67.V) 

Yacoub jrfiannacv 4644<M5 

Shmetsani pharmacy 

Nafib pharmacy 5.Lt77o32 

IRBID: 

Dn bamSidb 24685.5 


Oicrscas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Kcpjirs 46231UI 

Af^li TcI. Rc]X)ir> .5661 101 

JonlanTeicvision 477.3) 1 1 

Radio Jordan 4774 f ) ) 

Water Aulhiriry 3<6.Snif)(i 

J. El(reiriciiy Authority ,5S 1 .56 1 5 

Electric Power | 

RJ Flight IuroruiaiJon..44'532U0 
Queen Alin Inti. Airpon ..44-5.'2(K) 


AI Quds phaimacy t — i 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Salab SalBirini *)S7565 

Khalifeh pharmacy 9S54 i 7 


HOSPIT/VLS 


EMERGENCIES 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NLTVIBERS 


NIGHT DLTi- 
AMMXN: 

Dr. MuidileiMazahrah .-5820125 


Food CttniTol Centre 46371 1 1 

Coil Ddbxr DqxnmM ..5661 ! 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate K&>«. 

cue 463034 1 

Civil Defence Emergency 1 W 

RereucRfice 192.4621 i 1 1.4637777 

Fire Bricadc 46I7IUI 

Blood Bank...... J775I2I 

Highway Police J.343402 

Traffic Mice 489639tJ 

Public Security Depl.....463()32 1 

Hold Complaints 5605R00 

Price Complaints 5661 176 

i^te’&ScHQtKGnphinR ._4!^467 
Amman Munic^ity Com- 

plain ts 7871 1 1 

Telephone InforaBbim tdirecto- 
T\ assistance ) - 121 


AMMAN: 

Ibe Centre fur Haiti sutd 
ual Surgery 5921 199 

The iqumie. .Mxfli 

Hussein Medaxd Centre TeL 
5.S56K56 

Ixwnila 46301*15 

Kholidi Matcmiry .4r442k)/6 

.AkileU Mmemiiy. 4()4244l/2 

JaKil Amman Matemiiv 

4642362 

Malhav, J. Animun 46,ih|40 

Palestine. ShmcLsuni ....560707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 5669 1 3 1 

University Hospital 5353444 

Ai'Muasher Hospital 5667227^9 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 5ti64l04/6 

Italian. Al-.Muhajreen ....4777loi/3 

.Al-Bashir. 4775111/26 

•Army. Marita S9IM 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 560224Q/50 

Amal Hiwpitn) 5674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa G*wt. Htispiial 


Zarqa 

.(09W83323 

National Hospital 
rnoionriSM) 

Ibn Sinu Hv>spital (09)986732 

AI Hikma Modem Hospital 

(RBID: 

Princess 

Basma Hospital 

Greek 

Catholic Htwpital 
J02)27'*'’75 

Ibn A] 

Nafees Hospjuil 
....(02)247100 

AQA&\: 

PrincLss 

Haya Hnspilal 


09:45 

10:25 

10:.t0 

10:45 

li.iM) 

15:00 

17:30 

18:30 

20:15 

21:35 

23:05; 

2.5:30 

02l30 

05:30. 


(iL3)3l411l 
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This information is supplied by 
Rt^-al Junianian (RJ) iniurniiHkRi 
deporunent at the Queen Alia 
fnicmadona/ Airpnrf Tcf. 
144)53200 where it ^mukl always 
be verified. Information on odicr 
flights Ls obvnned m iciqihnne 
<44) 52700 or (44) 523250. 


New Delhi f)?J« 
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Other FlighLs 
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*^•00 Riyadh I.SV I 
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ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

07:10 .Tehran (RJ) 

08:30 Damasois (RJ) 


Rnya|XVuii5;(R\V) 

10:20 .Aqjhj larnvjne jt Q \|a 
and pn celling m , 

iRW) * 

28.4W ,\qah.i f.vrnvine .« Marka 
.Aiiporti 

23:25 Aqa.harMarkaAirp.>rticRWi 


tliher Flights 

07:35 ..Dumascus, Lv>ndonfBA.If. 

14:30 Riyadh fSV) I 

15:00 Ahu Dhabi, Bahrain (CiF)j 

15:50 VicnnalOS) 

19:00 Dubai (EK) 

20:00 .Beirut (ME* 1 

00:40 ..Beirui.Am<aeFdinitKU 

L3:10 Belgrade (JL^ 

04:00 Ranc<A^ 


Royal Wings (KW) 

OSrflO Aqaba (firnn Marita Air* 
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REGENT PERFORMS FRIDAY PRAYERSi HRH Crown Prince Hassan^ the 
Regent, performs Friday prayers at Hutheifa Mosque in the Tareq area of 
Amman. The sermon, which was delivered by Hamdi Murad from the Ministry 
of Awq^ and Islamic Affairs, was dedicated to the tolerance of Islam and its 
denunciation of terrorism. The sermon was also dedicated to His Majesty King 
Hussein's speedy recovery and safe return home. The prayers were also attend- 
ed by HRH Prince Ra'd Ben Zeid, HRH Prince AU Ben Nayef, HRH Prince 
Rashid Ben A1 Hassan, Prime Minister Fayez Ihrawneh, Royal Court Chief 
Jawad Anani, Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Abdul Salam Abbadi and 
Master of Administrative Development and Parliamentary Affairs Raccani 
Emoush O%oto by Bogbos) 


Government to waive water bills 
for some Amman residents 


By Ahmad Khatfb 

SpecU^ to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The govern- 
ment Friday said it was 
studying ways to exempt 
residents of western 
Amman, at the heart of the 
six-week-old water contam- 
ination crisis, fn>m paying 
water bills for the months 
of July dirongh September 
in line with a request by 
HRH Crown Prince Has- 
san, the Regent 

*‘We are looking into a 
mechanism to implement 
the Regent's orders... the 
Finance Mii^try should 
submit a proposal on that," 
Infoimatioa- Minister Nass- 
er Judeh^aid^tejhe cabi- 
net ofPrime Mihister Fayez 
Tamwneh held its first 
meeting ^er it was sworn 
in on Thursday. 

He gave no further 


details. 

Prince Hassan on Thurs- 
day said western Amman 
residents should not pay 
water bills for these three 
months because they 

received tainted domestic 
water siqiplies finm the Zai 
Water IVeatment Plant 

(ZWP), local newspapers 
report^ 

Prince Hassan altto asked 


the government to make 
public a 100-page report on 
the water crisis thsu was 
prepared by a government 
committee formed on Aug. 
4 on the orders of the 
Regent. 

The committee submitted 
its fmdings to Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Saiam Majali 
hours before he resigned 
late Wednesday. Officials 
said the report blamed for- 
mer Water Minister 
Munther Haddadin as well 
as Munther Khleifat, secre- 
tary general of the Water 
Authority, for ±e crisis. 

However. Majali insisted 
on Thursday his resignation 
had nothing to do with the 
report. ... . 

“The [new] c^inet is 
expected to discuss . the 
water report on Saturday," 
Judeb said. 

Officials said the water 
report wUl be distributed on 
Saturday. 

Kis Majesty King Hus- 
sein. in a letter to Tarawneh. 
concentrated on Jordan's 
domestic woes, including 
alleged corruption, poverty 
and unemployment. He also 
uiged the government to 
work with transparency, 
asking the new Cabinet to 
give, priority to wiping out 


local problems. 

The 'new Cabinet should 
pursue “transparency in 
dealing with Jordanians and 
inform them of oil facts," 
the Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, quoted the King as 
saying. 

‘The governmem's deci- 
sions should be based on 
accurate information and 
staustics," King Hussein 
wrote. 

The water crisis climaxed 
on August 9 with the resig- 
nation of Haddadin, who 
was immediately replaced 
by then Energy Minister 
Mohammad Saleh Hourani. 

Haddadin enraged many 
people by responding to the 
water problem witJiA< series.- 
of contradictory statements 
— .inidajly blanung; it on 
unusual levels of algae and 
then on operational and 
human errors at the ZWP. 

A number of reports chat 
were leaked to the press 
claiming high concentra- 
tions of algae and faecal 
coliforms in water sources 
increased popular worry. 

Hani Mulki, then mirdster 
of industry, trade and sup- 
ply, took over as minister of 
water, energy and mineral 
resources in Torawneh's 
cabinet. 


Editor of weekly satirical paper 
released after 1 0-day detention 


By Alia Shokri Hamzeh 

Special lo the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The chief ei^- 
tor of the satirical weekly 
Abed Rabbo, Hussein 

&noush, was released 

Tbutsday afternoon ater 10 
days in detention, the week- 
ly's mfln.iWno editor said 
Friday. 

Os^a Rameeni told the 
Jordan Times that Prosecu- 
tor General _ Mo hamma d 
Harahsfaefa had charge 
Hussein Emoush with slan- 
dering Minister of Urban 
and Rural Affairs and the 
Eavzronment Tawfrq Kn?is- 
han 

Haiahi^eh had placed 
Emoush under arrest for two 
'Veeks pending investiga- 
tion. 

According to Rameeni, 
Abed Rabbo's 67th issue 
had a photo collage depict- 
ing the minister surrounded 
by two gills at a conference 


on rural affairs he attended 
in Italy. 

“Minister Kreishan was 
offended by the collage and 
felt it was a direct slander to 
his personal image and an 
iafringement on his pri\'a- 
cy," Rameeni added. 

He said the minister told 
the p^r it harmed his repu- 
tation on both the personal 
and public level and that it 
caused him family prob- 
lems. 

However, alter reaching a 
settlement with Kreishan. 
Emoush was released on 
bail. Rameeni said. 

Emoush was anested on 
August 10 by police officers 
carrying an arrest and search 
warrant. 

The Jordan Press Associa- 
tion (JPA) and several 
human rights organisations, 
including the Paris-based 
Reporters Sans Frontiers, 
expressed concern over the 
manner and timing of 


Emoush's arrest and called 
for his immediate release. 

Abed Rabbo has in the last 
several editions attacked 
several government officials 
and placed them under fire 
for what was described by 
Rameeni as their “latest fias- 
cos," including mishandling 
the economy, tightening 
public freedoms and the 
water contamination crisis. 

It also published superim- 
posed pictures of officials 
which according to Rameeni 
must have irritated them. 

Emoush. father of two 
baby girls, has been detained 
nvice' in the past three 
months. 

On June 2. he w'as charged 
with lese majeste for an arti- 
cle entitled “Be Damned." 
He was later found innocent 
of the charge. 

Then on July 2 he was 
charged with slandering the 
government over the same 
^cle. 


Tarawneh becomes prime minister 
after history of government service 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prime Minis- 
ter Fayez Tarawneh, 49, is 
a U.S-educaced economist 
and a centrist politician 
with a long history of gov- 
ernment service. 

His public profile was 
given a strong boost when 
His Majesty King Hussein 
asked him to head Jordan's 
peace negotiating team 
with Israel in 1993. After a 
year of intense and low- 
profile talks. Jordan and 
Israel signed a peace treaty 
that ended a 46-year state 
of war and opened the door 
for normalisation on all 
levels. 

Many politicians said 
Tarawneh, w'ho served as 
Royal Court chief for six 
months before his appoint- 


ment as prime minister on 
Thursday, has had a sound 
grooming for his new post, 
including a four-year 
tenure as Jordan's ambas- 
sador to the United States. 

fiom in Karak, he bails 
from a prominent 23,000- 
member tribe. 

His father. .Ahmad, who 
died last week at the age of 
78, held nine cabinet posts 
and twice served as Royal 
Court chief in the 19^s 
and 1970s. 

Taraw'neh obtained his 
high school degree from 
the Bishop School for Boys 
in Jordan and graduated 
from the University of Jor- 
dan with a B.A. in econo- 
my and business in 1971. 

He obtained a masters 
and doctorate in economics 
in 1980 from the Universi- 
ty of Southern California. 



In between served as assis- 
tant chief of protocol and 
as director of the office of 
the late Queen Alia. 

He was appointed eco- 
nomic advisor at the Prime 
Ministry in 1994 after serv- 
ing four years as economic 


secretary to the prime min- 
ister. In January 198S, then 
Prime Minister Zeid Rifai 
appointed him as minister 
of state for prime ministry 
affairs and in December of 
that year as minister of sup- 
ply. 

When Rifai’s government 
resigned in February 1989 
offer price riots in the 
southern town of Tofileh 
and other areas, he served 
as chairman of the board of 
the private-run Arab Con- 
tractors Company and as 
member of the board of 
directors of the Industrial. 
Conunercial and Agricul- 
tural Company. 

After the U.S.-led Middle 
East peace process was 
launched in Madrid in 
November 1991, Tarawneh 
became a peace negotiator 
and served as head" of the 


team to the steering com- 
mittee supervising multilat- 
eral peace talks with Israel. 

He also served as ambas- 
sador to Washington from 
December 1992 until he 
took over as foreign minis- 
ter on March 18, 1997, 
when Abdul Salam Majali 
was asked to form a new 
government following the 
resignation of the govern- 
ment of Abdul Karim 
Kabariti. 

When Majaii reshuffled 
his cabinet on Feb. 18. 
1997, Tarawneh replaced 
Aw-n Khasawneb as Royal 
Court chief. 

Tarawneh, who belongs 
to a younger generation of 
politicians, and his wife 
Ruweida Murad. a 
Jerusalemite, have three 
children — Alia. Zeid. and 
Dima. 


First-time ministers in Tarawneh government 



NadAjkmni 


Minister of Health Nael 
AJIouni was bom in Amman 
in 1939. He completed high 
school at A1 Hussein College 
in Amman. He graduated 
from the American Universi- 
in Beiitir with a degree in 
m^cirie; In 1967, be'boita- 
pleted his specialisation in 
surger)' in London and in 
1 972 also specialised in plas- 
tic suigery. 

He has held various posi- 
tions in the Royal M^cal 
Services, attaining the rank 
of brigadier and later RMS 
chief. Upon retirement, he 
worked at the National Med- 
ical Institution as an assistant 
general manager and later as 
general manager. 

Ajlouni continued his 
won in plastic suigeiy at his 
private practice. He has 
received a number of 
medals. 

Ajlouni is monied and has 
four children. 

Minister of nannii^ 
Nabil Anunari was bom in 
1945 in the H.4., in the east- 
ern badia of Jordan. He 
obtained his B.Sc. in statis- 
tics from Cairo University in 
1968 and followed it with a 
Masters degree from London 
University in 1971. Anunari 
later took another Masters as 
well as a F^.D. in economics 
fiom the University of 
Southern California in 1979. 

Amman has since occu- 
pied the position of econom- 
ic analyst twice: between 
1981-88 as pan of the Coun- 
cil of Arab Economic Unity 
and as a United Nations 
Development Programme 
expert at the Ministry of 
Planning from 1989-94. 

Until his appointment as 
planning minister in this 
government. Amman serv'ed 
as the ministiy's secretary 
general. 

Though this is his first 
ministerial portfolio, 

Amman is not new to leader- 
ship as he led the Jordanian 
delegation that negotiated 



Michel Marto 


the Kingdom's entry into the 
Euro-Med Partnership 
Agntement and has also been 
leading the del^ation nego- 
tiating Jordan's entiv into the 
World Trade Oigamsation. 

Amman is monied and has 
two daughters. ^ 

Minister of State for 
Prime Ministry Affairs 
Samib Bino was bom in 
Sweileh. now part of western 
Amman, in After grad- 
uating fiiom A1 Hussein Col- 
lege, Bino obtained a B.A. in 
law from Damascus Univer- 
sity in 1966. 

He practised as lawyer 
until 1971, when he was 
appointed as an officer at the 
General Intelligence Depart- 
ment and went through the 
ranks. In 1995. he was pro- 
moted to general and in 1996 
he became the director of 
GID's ami-corruption 
departmenL 

A decorated service officer. 
Bino's public service career 
has moved into civilian 
boundaries with his first 
ministerial appointmenL 

Bino is married with three 
daughters and a son. 

Minister of Edocation 
Fawzi Gbaraibdi was bom 
in Huwarab, a village near 
Irbid, in 1942. He finished 
school in Irbid and travelled 
to Egypt to study at Ouro 




Samib Bino 


Fawzi Qiaraibdi 


Nasser Juddi 



NayefQadi 


University, where he took a 
Bachelors degree with hon- 
ours in the late sixties. 

Gbarolbeh continued his 
studies in the United States 
and took a Masters degree 
from Texas Tech University 
and a Ph.D. in economics 
and financial administration 
fiom Wisconsin State Uni- 
vereiiy in 1971. 

Gbaiaibeb’s professional 
life began in academia in 
1972 in the Kingdom's first 
institute of higher learning, 
the Universi^ of Jordan. 
During his service there, he 
was appointed as dean of the 
College of Commerce and 
Economics in 1983. In 1986. 
he was appointed as UJ vice 
president and later in 1991 
became the university's pres- 
idenL a post which he filled 
until his i^poinonent as edu- 
cation minister. 

He bolds an Independence 
(Istiqlal ) Medal and has pub- 
lished a number of studies on 
economics and financtal 
administration. including 
■‘Economics of the West 
Bank and Gaza" and “The 
Bedouin of Jordan." 

Gharaibeb is married and 
has two daughters and a son. 

Minister of Inffnination 
Nasser Judeh was bom in 
Amman. He received his ele- 
mentary and secondary edu- 
cation in Jordan and later the 


United Kingdom. He 
received a B.Sc. degree in 
Foreign Service at Geoige- 
town University in Washing- 
ton. DC. 

Judeh has served at the 
Royal Hashemite Court, first 
in His Majesty King Hus- 
sfe'm*is ” press office from 
1985-1986 and subsequently 
as ‘tirivate 'secretary to HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, from 1986-1992. 

In 1992. he was posted to 
London to esuti^lish and head 
tee Jordan Information 
Bureau there. Judeh returned 
to Jordan in October 1994 to 
assume tee position of direc- 
tor of Jordan Television, and 
in March 1998 he was 
appointed by Royal Decree 
os director general of the Jor- 
dan Radio und Television 
Corporation. 

Judeh is married and has 
four children. 

Minister of Finance 
Michd Marto was bom in 
Jerusalem in 1940. He 
received a Ph.D. in econom- 
ics from the University of 
Southern California in 1970. 

Maito was vice president 
of the Central Bank of Jor- 
dan from 1989-1997, during 
which time he also chaired 
the boanJ of bote tee Indus- 
trial Development Bank and 
tee Jordan Mortgaging and 
Finance Company. 

Marto also held executive 
positions at tee Bank of Jor- 
dan, including assistant gen- 
eral manager from 1979- 
1986 and general manager 
fiom 198fHl989. He also 
held the position of assistant 
general manager of Jordan 
Cement Company from 
1977-1979. 

Marto has been actively 
involv'ed in the academic 
side of his speciality, with 
experience as an economic 
researcher for various local 
and international institutions. 
He was a researcher for tee 
Worid Bank from 1975-1977 
and serv'ed as economic 
advisor to HRH Crown 


Prince Hassan, tee Regent, 
as well as manager of the 
Royal Scientific Society's 
Economic Research Di^Tart- 
menL M^o was a 
researcher for the Jordan 
Monet^ Council and the 
Jordanian Reconstruction 
Counsel fiom 1963-1964, 
and later served as head of 
tee research department at 
tee Central Bank of Joitiac 
from 1969-1970. 

Marto was a member of 
the team teat took pan in the 
negotiations which led to tee 
19^ peace treaty with 
Israel. He also participated in 
negotiations with both the 
London Gub and tee Paris 
Gub. He has played an 
active role in laying and 
implementing dw country's 
economic and reform polices 
teat were adapted to rein- 
force Jordan's tie,s with 
international agencies,, pai^ 
ticularly tee International 
Monetary Fund. 

Minister of Interior 
Nayef Qadi was bom in 
Hosha in 1944. Qadi is a 
career ctiplomat wite neariy 
30 years of experience, pri- 
marily in tee A^ World 

He received his Bachelors 
degree in political science 
fiom Baghdad University. 
Qadi's first foreign posting 
was deputy chief of mission 
at Jord^'s embassy in Iraq 
in 1969. He served as consul 
at tee Jordanian mission in 
London in 1973 and became 
deputy chief of mission in 
Beirut in 1983. 

In 1980. be served as Jor- 
dan's representative to tee 
Arab League in Tunisia. He 
was -appointed Jordanian 
ambassador to Qatar in 1989 
and ambassador to Egypt in 

1993. 

Qadi was among the dele- 
gation that negotiated the 
JonJanian-Israeli peace 
treaty, which was signed in 

1994. He also serv^ as a 
member of the Senate. 

Qadi is married with three 
children. • 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


SUMMER 98 RESnVAL 

"SuDHoer 98 " cubutal aedvides at 
Oarat A! Riqun, Jafaal ’V fejWA, to 
lastintilSe{x.3Q,mdude: 
SXHlBmONS 

* Gn^ an &om Lebanon (south 
lidD, woSb Lebanese attist 
Toustf Aon (inkidle hall), woris by 

aist SsM Hiari (nonh 
hdDattheM^TIouse. 

* Wbrics by Itaq$ aitis Sanxr Usama 

hidl), wDfks kxdaEuai aitist 
Said HaddaiSn (smaD 2 the 
Blue House; 

* hflatfalioo wests by Joidauian 
anist Sarnia Zani at the Byzaunoe 
Chatfi 

*Bdabiik« of photographs *Men»- 


ly of a Hace" b>' Jodaman artist 
Husseoi Da'seh ut die Musemi 
LECTURE 

“Neolithic Use of the Desen Mar- 
gms" by Dr. Leslie Quintero. Dr. 
Gary RoUefson. and Dr. Philip Wike 
at the American Center of Oriental 
RfBseaieh, near the iWvaav of Jw- 
dan ai 7^10 pm. fTcL 554-6117). 
mrmnr nONS 

* Exhibiticn of wrought iron furni- 
ture ty Jonianim arost Salim Al Ban- 

tekalAl Baidar HalL Kan Zanun 

viiL^ (Td. 586255 1 ), iffltii SepL 1 7. 

* Summer di^by of products ai die 
Jordan Design and Trjde 
CbtioeN^Al Hussein Foundaiiaa 
off VVWi Satpa (Tel. 56W141/2). 


International rights groups send final appeal over press law 


AMMAN (J.T.l — Three iniemaoonal 

press fieedcxns groups yesterday issued 
a final ^ipeal to His M^esty King Hus- 
sein for the rejection of the press and 
publicatinns law endorsed by the Upper 
House of Parliament last week. 

The Comraioee to Protect Journalists, 
Article 19 and Reportets Sans frontiers, 
based reqjecriv'ely in New Yak, Lm- 
don and Paris, issued a letter to tee King 
stating that if the final version of the law 
is ratified, it will endanger press fiee- 
dofflinJofdan. 

“R is our view- ihtu through its 
Sfpoval of the press law. Parliament 
floured Jtedan’s international obligation 
undo' inremadonal law to guarantee cit- 
izens the right to free expression." said 


the lenec. signed by the executive direc- 
tors of the oiganisations. 

“As a rignatoiy to the International 
Convention on Civil and Political 
Rights (ICCPR), the Jordanian govern- 
ment is obligated to uphold the right of 
citizens to ‘seek, leorive and impon 
information and ideas of all Idnds. 
reprdless of fiontieis' as stipulated 
under .Article 19 [of the ICCPR]. We 
also note teat the [law] contradicts your 
government's stated comnirtments to 
democratisatioo and increased public 
fieedmns for its citizens," the letter con- 
cluded. 

The executiv'e director of Article 19, 
France D'Souza. said tee three re gani - 
sations "call upon His Majes^’ to ensure 


that this iniquitous new law is dropped 
at once since its effects will not 
contravene his streed intention to 
uphold press fieedom but also Ionian's 
obligations to guarantee its citizens free- 
dom of expr^ion under intonational 

law." 

The 1998 Press and Publications Law, 
endorsed at the Lower House of Pariia-' 
ment alter weeks of arduous debate, last 
week also gained the aj^val of the 
inajority of senators piesenL The Senate 
adq^ the 54*article legisjatioD altera 
three-hour debate. Ths law will he 
enacted pending a Royal Decree. 

An attached pnsss release held a 
veiled criddsm ^ psliamentarians and 
government officii sayiitg both had 


acred contrary to the instructions of tiie 
King. 

“In June, the King...dIfBCted the prime 
minister to "put an end to evetv' fwm of 
censoiship and restricrions on the Arab 
and foreign press'," tee press release 
said. “Now while he is abroad receiving 
peatroem, the Jordanian parliament 
(qjpeais to have fast-tracked this retro- 
gressive legislaticm whose effect will 
directly oppose the King's wishes." 

The pr«s law is a prota of the gov- 
ernment of former Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali, who resigned 
Wsrf neyiay Earlier this year, the Com- 
mittee to Protect Journalists named the 
ftxiner prinie ntinisrer as one of the ‘ ‘mp 
ten enemies" of free press woridwide. 


The Majali government initiated a 
crackdown on the press in May 1997 
with the imroduction of temporary 
amendments to the 1993 Press and Pub- 
lications Law, which currently ^wems 
journalists. The amendments were ovo*- 
tuxTied earlier this year at the High Court 
of Justice on the grounds they had 

been enacted "unconstiEutionally," and 
the government in aim drafied tee new 
legislaticm introduced to Pailiament last 
June. 

Lower House deputies watered down 
the legWon considerably, but journal- 
ists, editors and human rights oigaiusa- 

tk»is still assen that tee law wall force a 
self-censorship regime on Jordan's 
newspapeis. 


I 
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Russian parliament 
calls for Yeltsin to resign 
over financial fiasco 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
Russian parliument coiled 
Friday for President Boris 
VelLsin to resign for failing 
to puli the country' out of its 
financial crisis and caving 
in to pressure to devalue the 
ruble. 

In an emergency session 
convened by lawmakers 
seeking an explanation for 
the government's handling 
of a four-month economic 
storm, the state Duma lower 
house voted 245 to 32 in 
favour of Yeltsin paying the 
ultimate penalty for 
Russia's economic despair. • 

“A resignation of the pres- 
ident is iioi just overdue, it 
is 10 times overdue." 
declared Communist Party 
boss Gennady Zyuganov. "1 
think it would be decent for 
Yeltsin and his whole circle 


to resign. 

Yeltsin, who chose not to 
attend the session and was 
instead visiting a naval base 
near the far north city of 
Murmansk, brushed aside 
the Dumas demands. 

“It's a routine procedure.” 
Yeltsin w*as quoted by 
rr.A.R-TASS as saying. “But 
don't forget, there is still a 
president." 

Under the Russian consti- 
tution. the president can 
simply ignore resignation 
calls even if deputies vote 
through the resolution. 

Leaders of all political 
stripes also urged Prime 
Minister Sergei Kiriyenko 
to step down and hand over 
control of Russia's to a 
coalition government that 
includes leftist forces. 

FCiriyenko and his top 
aides sombrely took turns at 
the Duma podium to defend 
their efforts to plug holes in 
the economv. and defied 


anyone else to do better. 

They promised to contin- 
ue acting in the interests of 
the Russian people and their 
currency. 

But lawmakers, furious 
that the cabinet gav’e up its 
fight to defend a strong cur- 
rency and effectively deval- 
ued the ruble last Monday, 
remained soepticoi that 
either Yeltsin or Kiriyenko’s 
team was on the right track. 

Even fornier cabinet allies 
like Alexan^r Shokhin. a 
powerful deputy speaker of 
parliament and leader of the 
centrist Our Home Is Russia 
bloc which has hitherto 
backed Kiriyenko. said a 
change in leadership was 
due. 

Shokhin said he wanted 
Kiriyenko and Central Bank 
chairman Seigei Dubinin 
'lo present their resigna- 
tions themselves." 

Liberal opposition leader 
Grigory Yavlinsky for his 
part expressed “absolute 
distnist" in the government 
and YeJtsin. 

But Kiriyenko and his 
team held ground, saying 
neither they nor the presi- 
dent were going anywhere 
until the country's economy 
was pulied from its despair. 

Kiriyenko. in office since 
March, opened his defence 
by quicldy warning law- 
makers that there were no 
political forces in Russia 
which could conjure a quick 
fix for the economy. 

“We are only at the start 
of the Vandal crisis." 
Kiriyenko told lawmakers. 
“We will have to take fur- 
ther difficult decisions. 

“We cannot be a popular 
government," he said. 

The premier overrode par- 
liamentary opposition last 


month to enforce a tough 
austerity package in a bid to 
ease a gov’emment fiscal 
crisis which has touched off 
months of martet turmoil. 

But analysts insist a par- 
lialmentary vote in favour of 
Che package, which includes 
key tax and revenue raising 
reforms, would help restore 
evaporating confidence. 
Pcbts of the anti-crisis plan 
return to the Duma next 
week. 

The ruble devaluation has 
prpvoked howls of protest 
bwause it is likely to lead to 
higher costs on imported 
goods and hence inflation, 
wfiile also severely hurting 
the banking sector. 

Dubinin insisted that 
defence of the sagging ruble 
remained a top priority for 
thb Russian government. 

i‘Our priorities remain the 
s^e: economic inter- 

ests of the country, the eco- 
nomic interests of the citi- 
zens of Russia, to defend 
the ruble and the banking 
system," Dubinin said. 

He conceded however that 
a weak ruble has already 
resulted in higher cost of 
living expenses. 

“Imported goods are more 
expensive today than they 
were at any point over the 
past nine months." Dubinin 
told the session, adding 
nonetheless that more 
expensive foreign products 
should spur on consump- 
tion of locally produced 
goods. 

Duma speaker Gennady 
Seleznyov at this stage was 
forced to demand the floor 
to fall silent as Dubinin's 
words met with shouts of 
protest from sceptical 
deputies. 


New souring of China-Taiwan 
relations casts pall over meeting 


TAIPEI. Taiwan (AP) — 
Taiwan urged China to “foce 
the fact" of their poh'tical 
division Friday, amid a new 
souring of relations that has 
cast a shadow over an upcom- 
ing meeting between the'ir top 
negotiators. 

^spending to new 
demands from China that 
Taipei accept Beijing's sover- 
eigntv' over it. official Sheu 
Ke-S'henc said separation 
between the sides was a 
“politicul reolitv' and histori- 
cal fact" 

“Since Iti49, the terriiorv- of 
China ha.s been divided 
between two equal political 
entities." said Sheu. secreiaiy 
general of the Cabinet's 
Mainland Affairs Council. 

In another sign of added 
stress in their ali^y strained 
relationship. Taiwanese 
immigration officials rejected 
appliirations from 13 Chinese 
scholars to attend a confer- 


ence on Taiwan-China rela- 
tions in Taipei, saying “schol- 
arship on the cross-stntits 
issue at this stage attracts 
much political controversy." 
the United Evening News 
reported. 

In a letter Friday. China's 
Association for Relations 
Across the Taiwan Strait 
expressed its strong opposi- 
tion to the concepts of “sepa- 
rate governments on the two 
sides of the straits." and “tem- 
porary two China.s.“ 

The association again 
demanded Taiwan agree to 
negoriatioas on an agenda for 
discussing politicul topics 
related to reunification, an 
idea Taiwan rejects in favour 
of first crafting agreements on 
practical issues. 

Taiwan and China separated 
politically in 1949 when the 
Nationaltsis fled the 
Communist takeover of the 
mainland, and Beijing contin- 


ues to claim Taiwan as a 
breakaway j^ovince to be 
reunified with eventually. 

>\liile rejecting the Tetter's 
content Sheu said the dispute 
should not affect plans for a 
casual meeting in September 
or October in Beijing 
between the sides' top nego- 
tiators. 

Expectations for the long 
awaited meeting between 
Koo Chen-tu. duuirman of the 
semi-official Straits 

Exchange Foundation and his 
.'ULATS counterpart Wang 
Daohan have come under a 
cloud in recent weeks follow- 
ing the murder of a Taiwanese 
politician in China. 

Beijing's refusal to allow 
foundation officials to accom- 
pany the v ictim's relatives to 
help with arrangements 
reawakened anger here over 
Beijing's perceived callous 
ersatment of Taiwanese in 
China. 


Japanese scientists clone calf 


TOKYO tAFP) — Japanese 
scientists said Friday they had 
produced the wtvld's finst calf 
cloned ffom on adult bull's ear 
but the new-born, known only 
as V-35. was wieak and had 
slopped breathing several times. 

'The technique was the same 
as that used by British scientists 
who produced EX)liy the closed 
sheep, stunning the world with 
her binh on July 5. 1996. they 
said. 

The male calf w-as bom by 
caesarean section Tuesday at the 
Kagoshima Prefectuial Canlc 
Breeding Devciopmcni Institute 
in southern Japan, .said institute 
chief Tokaharu Y oshiyo. 

DN.A tests showed the coif, 
wJiich weighed slightly more 
than normal ui 40 kilogrammes 
at binh. was identical to the bull 
whose ear led to its conception. 

It W3.S the wcrld's first calf to 
be produced 1^' the tedinique 
using a skin cell uken from the 
ear of a black bull rather than 
from a uterine tube or an 
embryo. 

Soon afier binh. the calf 
.slopped breathing .sevvral times 
and suffered severe diarrhoea. 
.Affer antibiotic tretOment it was 
now in a stable condition. 
I'oshiya said, adding tiut ^'-35 
would be oQiciallv named next 


week 

“As far os (he cloning tech- 
nique is concerned. I find there 
are few- ditiSculties." '^bshiya 
said. “The difiBculi part comes 
offer the binh since many cloned 
calves inducting oura arc w-euk." 

“I think we have cleared the 
first hurdle and what we must 
move on &om here is to turn 
them (cloned calv^t into 
healthy cows." he said 

Yoshiya said he starved the 
ear skin ceU to awaken its entire 
i^Moducthi; ffmctkm!:. the same 
tedinique used for Dolly, but 
declin^ to say how long the cell 
was deprived of nutrients. 

The cell was then irapianied 
in an unfertilised ^ from 
which (he nucleus h^ been 
removed and both the ^g and 
the cell were fused h>' an elec- 
Uonic sdmuJas that produced 
the equivalent of a fcnilised egg. 

Then the egg was then 
implanted in the womb of a sur- 
rogate cow. which was faring 
well offer the binh. Yoshiya said 

“It was .significant in the sen.se 
that it is much easier to take cells 
from ear skin than fiom a uter- 
ine tube « an embryo.'' Y'oshiya 
told AFP. 

Researchers said they dk! not 
know’ if Y-55's ill h^th was 
related to the cloning ora simple 


infection. 

Jopun had already* produced 
eight cloned cahes since July 5 
using uterine cells taken from 
adult cows at the IshUcawa 
{^cctuiai Livestock Research 
Institute, northwest of Tokv-o. 
but four of them have since died. 

Qoned calves had been 
reported previously using 
emtvyonic cells in the United 
States and Britain but Y-35 was 
the first to be clmed firom a 
adult skin 

Japan last year decided on a 
policy of banning clone studies 
on humans, whde ptumoting 
them on livestock. But there is 
no Icgislatim banning human 
cloning in Jtqian. 

Britain's Roslio Institute, the 
birthplace of Dolly who remains 
healthy, is trying to "manufuc- 
lure" pigs missing a specific 
gene, wtiich provokes rejection 
of their organs such as the 
bean or liver — tw the human 
bodv*. 

The Edinbur^i-bascd institute 
also aims to create aninuLs 
genetically modified to produce 
milk containing ktn' proteins 
uJiich help fight illness^ .such 
as haemophilia or cystic fibro- 


sis. 



Communist leader Gennady Zyuganov gestures as he speaks during State Duma 
lower house session. Russia's main opposition party condemned President Boris 
YeJtsin and the goveminent Friday for mishandling the country's financial crisis and 
urged him to quit (Reuters photo) 


Secret Serb-Albanian 


talks on Kosovo reported 


PRISTINA. Seitia (R) — 
Ethnic Albanians and Serbs 
were reported Friday to have 
held secret face-to-face 
peace talks in Kosovo 
despite a U.S. envoy sa>*ing 
such discussions w'ere 
unlikely at this .stage. 

■ “The talks between the 
Albanian and Serb sides are 
underway." Fehmi Agoni. 
head of the separatist Kosovo 
Albanians' negotiating team, 
was quoted os saying in the 
Enclish-languuge edition of 
the ethnic Albanian daily 
Koha Ditore. 

The paper said Agani 
spoke lifter meeting U.S. 
envoy Chris Hill, who told 
reporters Thursday he wa.s 
only trying to narrow differ- 
ences between Serb authori- 
ties and separatist Kosovo 
Albanians, and not to set a 
date for direct talks. 

But .sources close to the 
Serb delegation confftmed 
direct talks did take place 
earlier this week. 

They were held secretly, 
on the same day when the 
Albanian negotiating team 
did not show up for an offi- 
cial meeting." said a Serb 
source, who demanded 


fighting for independence. 

More than 500 people have 
been killed and relief agen- 
cies say some 10 per cent of 
the province's two million 
population, 90 per cent of 
w'hom ore ethnic Albanians, 
have been forced out of their 
Homes and farms. 

Ibrahim Rugovu. the main 
ethnic Albanian political 
leader and an advocate of 
passive resistance to Serb 
rule, suspended talks in June. 

He agreed to restart them 
after Serb security forces 
wiped out virtually all the 
territoria] gain.s made in six 
months of lighting by rebels 
of the Kosovo Liberation 
Army /KLA). with whom 
Rugova denies having any 
connection. 

According to Koha Ditore, 
Agoni .said talks also were 
hdd the very day that Ratko 
Markovic, head of the Serb 
delegation, sent u letter to 
him offering a dialogue to 
the Albanian team. 

Agani wrote back saying 
violence ogoircst the civilian 
population in the province 
had lo stop and Serb security 
forces hod to withdraw 
before the uilks could 


An acknowledged obstacle 
in any peace talks is the lack 
of KLA representation, even 
though many Kosovars now 
believe only violence will 
free them from u dcc:ide- 
long repres.sion that began 
when Serbia revoked the 


pFovince'.s autonomy in 
1989. 

Adcm Demaqi. a fomier 
long-time Kosovar political 
prisoner and head of the 
Parliamentary Part>' of 
Kosovo. ha.s refused to join 
Rugova's Western-sponsored 
negotiating team and has 
recently been appointed as 
the KLA political representa- 
tive. 

"He (Demaqi) has told us 
that he feels armed struggle 
is u more fruitful course than 


negotiations and we have 


anonymity. 


The talks, in which Hill is 
i acting as chief go-between, 
i are intended to end six 
! months of violence in the 
, southern Serbian province 
! where ethnic Albanians arc 


resume. 

Koha Ditore quoted Aguni 
as .saying “talks went on. 
regardless of the weird corre- 
.spondencc." 

The paper gave no details 
of what was discu.ssed. 


rc.spectfuUy but ffnniy dis- 
agreed with him." a senior 
Western diplumai said. 

Demaqi told Cruuiian 
Tc]evi.sion that the KLA had 
only mode a tactical retreat 
during a month-long offen- 
sive by overwhelmingly bet- 
ter armed Serb troops. He 
said the rebels remained a 
viable fighting force. 

"The f^A passed a maiu- 
ril> lest when it refused to 
fight for certain territories... 
When it reuli.scd... that it 
could not defend itself at the 
pre.seni moment it adroitly 
withdrew." he said. 


Rugova calls for no-fly 
zone over the province 


PRISTIN.A. Yugoslavia 
tAFPi — 'The leader «>f llie 
ethnic Albaniun.s in Ko.sino. 
Ibrahim Rugnvu. culled 
Friday for a “m>-tly zone" 
over the province and an 
immediate end (o u Serb 
offensive there which he said 
had forced 300.000 people 
from their homes. 

“We urge imemutional pro- 
tection for Kosos'o. especially 
from the U.S.. EU. U.N. and 
NATO and we urge for 
imposing of a no-fly zone 
over Kosovo." Rugova told 
repo^rs in the capital 
Pristina 

He .added that since March 
“when Serb assaulLs and 
offensive started, around 
300.000 people have moved 
out of their b^cs." 

'This has brought iibout a 
grave humanitarian situation." 
Rugova said, urging lor the 
''return of refugees and Ji.s- 
placcd people lo their homes, 
under the iniemuiionul pro- 
tection." 

International aid ugeneics 
estimate that Hune 2.10.000 
people — more titan one 
lentil of the province's popxi- 
laiion — have fled their 
homes since the Serb eovem- 
ment crackdown on' cilinic 
.Albanian separatists, while 
mwe than 500 people, nuwiy 
Albanians, haw I^n killed 
since the end nf February. 

Rugova acciLscd Belgrade 
of using “pl.*ines and heli- 
copters" during the Serb 
offensive on the former rebel 
stronghold of Junik, a village 
in western Koso%n. and said 
(hat “dozeas of people ha\e 


been killed ;itkJ dozens 
winmdcd" iherc. 

“Serb violence uml repres- 
sion has continued tin 
Kosovo)... We urge cessation 
of Serb miliiury machinery." 
Rugenu said. 

He added that “.situation in 
Kosovo remains dangerous 
and grave and the offensive of 
Serb military luid police 
fiKccs has conliniicU... 
Numerous \ illages in central 
and wc.sicm Kosovo have 
been shelled." 

Rugova reiterated his posi- 
tion Uiat the best solution for 
Kosovo “is its independence, 
with all guarantees for local 
Serbs thr^gh on internation- 
al protectorate as a transition- 
al phase." 

He commented that the pur- 
pose of indirect peace talks 
with Belgrade, which have 
been going on for weeks, was 
to lay die ground for u provi- 
.siiircil agnxmeiu which 
might in turn produce facc-uv 
face negotialiiins :uid “pro- 
duce concrete results in 
Kosovo." 

The indirect talks :ire bn.v 
ken:d and supers ised by U.S. 
envoy Christi^lwr Hill, who 
Slid ibursday in Pristina (hat 
there was "no need" for direct 
talks hctss'ccn Belgrade and 
Kosovo Albanians for tlic 
time being .since tlie negotia- 
tion paicess was "moving 
ahead." 

“We rrhiy need, at some 
point, direct talks (between 
the two sides). Now indirecl 
talks ore needed and when the 
tiiiu comes we are going to 
bring them lor direct talks." 


Hill said after hi.s talks in 
Pristina 

Hill. U.S. ainh:tss;idor in 
Macedonia, has pursued 
efl'ons l'«'r peace Utiks despite 
a refusal by Kosovo's ethnic 
Allxuiian rcprcwnfalives ro 
meet Jirectiy with a Belgrade 
gowmment delegation. 

The U.S. etu'oy. who has 
been shuttling between 
Belgrade and the Kosovo 
Aibariian.s in recent w'uoks. 
said that “the progress of 
negotiations and ways of 
acceleration of the (negotia- 
tirai) process" were discussed 
during his meetings in 
Pristina 

The Kasovo .AIbani.xn inde- 
pendent doily Koha Ditore 
reported that Serb anacks had 
b£«n going Thursday in west- 
ern and central Kosovo, while 
"strong fighting continued” in 
southern Kosovn. around 
Suva Reka. on the road con- 
nesting the capital Pristina 
and Prizrvn. 

“At least four AttKuiians 
were killed and eight were 
wxHinded in Suva Reka." 
Koha reported, withmit giving 
details. 

It said dial the village of 
Zociste. which Serb forces 
cluiincd to recaptured 
Wednesday, “has been shelled 
for two iktys.” 

Serb stHsces indirectly con- 
firmed tbi.s report, .saying that 
one Serb policeman was 
killed and one w-a> wounded 
Thursday in an atroLk by the 
underground Kost.>vu 

Liberation Army iKL/\). 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Myanmar opposition group 
calls for national revolt 


BANGKOK (AFP) — A leading Myanm^ opposition 
group Fridav called for a nationwide revolt after ite coun- 
ts junta filed to bow to demands to convene paihai^L 
Tire TTiailand-based AH Burma Students Deraocr^ From 
t ABSDF). one of the biggest and most influeadm of the 
scores of Mvanmar opposition organisaooiK, said the junta 
had icnored the will of the people and the mt^onal 
comi^unity by failing to hand over power to 
cv forces “We therefore call on the people to begin an 
uorisina starting Auc. 21. to bring democracy and human 
ri^Ls to Burma" the ABSDF said in a statement, using the 
fomier official name for Myanmar. “We telieve that there is 
no reason to continue to ask the nnliiaiy for democracy and 
that the only way forxvard is through a people s movemenL" 
The statement came as the leading National League for 
Democracy (NLD ) pledged to convene the parhamenl elect- 
ed in 1990 but never allowed to sit The NLD-led oppossi- 
tion headed by Nobel peace laureate Aung San Suu Kyi, 
won 1990 poffs by a lairdslide but the junta has reftised lo 
relinquish power. 


U.N. repatriates 4,000 
Sierra Leoneans 


FREETOWN (AFP) — The U.N. refugee agency has 
flown or sent home by boat around 4,(X)0 Sierra Leonean 
refti‘»ees from the neighbouring West African states of 
Guinea and Gambia. U.N. officials said Friday. The U.N. 
Hich Commi.ssioner for Refugees (UNHCR) repatriated 
(hem “at (he request of the Siena Leone government 
which wants professionals to return home lo help bmld 
the economv." UNHCR official Uesuebe Hounsohou 
said. Some had fled their country after a civil war erupt- 
ed in 1991 while others left after the democratically 
elected government of President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah 
was overthrown last year. The coup officers were in turn 
ousted in February, malting way for Kabbah's return. 


3 Russian villages say 
they are joining Chechenya 


MOSCOW ( AFP) — Villagers of three town.s in the south- 
ern Russian region of Dagestan have declared th^ will 
s^ede from Russia and join neighbouring Chechenya 
news agencies reported Friday. The three villages have also 
announced that they intended to scrap the Russian con.sdtu- 
tion and follow the rules of Islamic Sharia law, ITAR-TASS 
reported Friday. Senior ministers from Dagestan, a nutu- 
lent multi-ethnic republic bordering Chechenya, have been 
dispatched to the region's Buinaluk district to negotitue 
with the locals, the agency said. Chechenya is a pr^rai- 
ruintly Muslim republic that fought a bloody 21-month war 
for independctice from Russia ending in a 1996 truce giving 
Chechenya de facto independence from Moscow rule. It bas 
been oveirun by violence and clan warfare that authorities 
in Moscow fear may spill over into Dagestan and nei^ 
bouring southern Russia republics, which are among the 
poorest in the country. The reports did not specify bow the 
three villages made their announcement about a d&cision to 
secede, or whether Chechen authorities hove issued any 
response. 


Moderate drinking has 
negative effect on female fertility 


LONDON (AH*) — Women who drink just one glass of 
w'ine a day are half as likely to get pregnant as th<^ who 
abstain altogether from alcohol a British medical journal 
has reported. The .study, published in the British Medical 
Jdumul this week, is the first to suggest that moderate drink- 
ing «n affect women's fertility. It is known chat heavy 
driitidng reduces a woman's prospects of getting pregnant 
bui until now it was thought that the oci^iond gloss of 
wine or beer carried no risk. The latest investigation cairhJ 
out by researchers in' Denmark, who studied 430 couples 
aged 20-35 trying lo concei\e. found that those who drank 
six to 10 unirs of alcohol a week reduced their chances of 
doing so by a half. Drinking one to five units, equivalent to ! 
one glass of wine. .^0 centilitres of beer, or 15 centilitres of j 
spirits, reduced a woman 's chances of conceiving by a thini j 
Researchers found conversely that drinking appeared w j 
hjive no negaii\e effect on men's feniliiv. 1 


China frees dissident 
after month’s detention 


BEIJING i.AFP) — Chinese dissident Zhang Shanguang 
was freed Friday after being detained few a monti) f« 
demanding the freedom to form unioixs, a pro-deraociacy 
group said. Zhang was arrested July 22 in Xupu in tie 
.southern province of Hunan as he was trying to set up 2 
union to help millions of workers who have lost their jobs 
in China's sweeping reforms of the stare sector. In astai^ 
meni from New Yori:. the overseas-based China Democi^ 
Justice Parp* said Zhang was released during the moroiog 
Some 20 dissidents were arresied by police last month only 
^ys after a ground breaking visit by U.S. President Bill 
Clinton. One of the dissidents. Wang Youcai, has been for- 
mally charged with “attempted subversion" for trying to sd 
up a .separate party, the China Democracy Part}'. I 


Detergent-free laundry machine 
invented in S. Korea 


SEOUL^'^'P) — A South Korean venture cmital compaD) j 

claimed rndav that it had developed the worid’s first dettf^ ; 
gem-frec washing machine, which it said would greatly , 

rc-duce waicr pitiluiion. K\-ungwon Ufe and Science • 
Kessarch fnsiituie developed the new laundry system b> | 
uRJlymg its own water-purifying technology, said a. 
spe^sman for SlunDiDngBang Coip.. which has the right ^ 
mjfkei the new laundry .system. The invwition, wh«i = 
mimcdiately inudc headlines here, cost ShinDongBangfi^ , 
hilhon won (S3.8 million) o\*er the past seven years, ti* ' 
'‘l^kcsman said. The new laundry macW^ wUl come out B ; 

laundiv system does 

at all. h will drastically reduce water pc*- / 
n ^ •nl"’ research institute head, told ^ 

water and energy iban^ ; 

.he ^ n^hines as it does not need a ^ 

^ machine by technicians ^ 

S ™ Electronic.^ Co. produced stf; 

il)c^ said. The system cha«5' 

cd biri«,.vn layers of special caialysts pl^. 

wat^rdetergcrt-Kteq^ 
n imn- nf^ . Pollution, she said. ' 

» So. I named it Ite. ■»* : 
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Crowds chttr as former Sta te P resident PW Botha is convicted in the case brought against him by the IVutb and 
Reconciliation Conunission (TRC). Botha was found guilty of defying a summons from the TRC to appear before 
it to answer qnestions relating to human rights violations committed under apartheid (Renters photo) 


Botha, 82, given suspended jail sentence 


GEORGE, Sou^ Africa 
(AFP) — Apartheid-era 
president P.W. Botha, 82, 
was given a suspended jail 
sentence of one year and a 
10,000 rand ($1,600) fine 
a^r a magistrate's court 
here found him guilty of 
contempt of South Africa's 
Truth Co mmis sion. 

The 12-month term was 
suspended for five years, 
Ma^strate Victor Lugaju 
sad. 

Botha- faces a 12-month 
jail , term if he refuses fo 
pay the fine. 

. His , lawyer Lappe 


Laubsher told the court the 
former president plans ro 
appeal the conviction and 
sentence. 

Botha was released on 
bail of 50 rands ($9). 

The conviction proved 
that no one was above the 
law. said the deputy chair- 
man of the Truth and 
Reconciliation 
Commission (TRC), Alex 
Boraine. 

‘The strenuous attempts 
made to persuade Mr. 
Botha to appear before us. 
and his subsequent trial on 
charges of refusing to do 


so. demonstrate in a con- 
crete way that we now have 
a society in w'hich no one is 
above the law,” Boraine 
told a press conference in 
Cape Town. 

“Mr. Botha has been pub- 
licly held accountable for 
his actions in a court of 
law. and he has been 
afforded every opportunity 
to defend himself — some- 
thing which was often 
denied to his political 
opponents during the years 
of his rule.” Boraine said. 

•*We are sad that Mr. 
Botha refused the opportu- 


nity of appearing before the 
TRC, an oppomini^ that 
was taken advantage of by 
many of his former col- 
leagues and other political 
leaders.” 

The TRC's human rights 
violations committee, 
which subpoenaed Botha, 
has completed its hearings 
and will therefore be 
unable to recall the former 
president. 

But the possibility 
remains that Botha could 
be subpoenaed to appear 
before the TRC's amnesty 
committee. 


Mew Cabinet faces tasks of restoring confidence, 
reforming economy and ensuring transparency 


(Cootinued flrom pi^e 1) 

The government's attempt 
to hide the truth on tte 
extent and circumstances of 
die water contaminaUon cri- 
sis increased direct calls for 
the cabinet’s resignation, a 
new phenomenon, in the 
countiy’s politics, although 
Majali told reporters on 
Thursday that he was satis- 
fied with his government's 
performance and denied 
that the water crisis was a 
reason behind its resigna- 
tion. 

Among those expressing 
hope thru the new govern- 
ment will initiaxe a fresh 
chiller in relations with the 
people and institutions was 
Lower House Speaker Sa'ed 
Hayel Srour. 

**We hope this government 
will pay more attention to 
what goes on in Parliament 
and seek more cooperation 
with the House,” Srour told 
die Jordan Times yesterday. 

The Tarawneh govern- 
ment will have a tw’o-montb 
respite before going to 
Parliament for a vote of 
confidence first, and then 
for the endorsement of the 
budget, between November 
and December. 

Tarawneh, who for the 
first time in the history of 
Jordan was sworn in before 
HRH Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, empowered by a 
Royal Decree last week to 
appoint a new government, 
is scheduled to travel to the 
U.S. on Sunday to visit the 
King at the Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester, Minnesota, 
where he is undergoing 
chemotherapy. 

•Among file new-comers Ln« 
Tarawneh’s team are former 
Central Bank Deputy 

Govemor Michel Marto. 
who was appointed finance 
mimster, and former 

Planning Ministry Secretary 
General Nabil Amman, who 
took over p lanning . 

The economic team cho- 
sen by Tarawneh, himself a 
U.S.-educated economist, 
also includes Taber 

Kana'an, a development 
e^omist and former plan- 
minister, who was 
entrusted with the new port- 
folio of economic develop- 
fflenL 

Economist and jpolitical 
ctMDomentator Fahed Fanek 
said the government will 


have the advantage of not 
being under pressure, "since 
everybody knows how bad 
the economic .riniadon is.’* 

The govemnient. he said, 
"will score many points 
with any small success. 

"The new economic team 
is excellent This is the best 
Uoe-up. and, if there is any- 
thing that could be done, 
this team will do it" Fanek 
said. 

In the designation letter to 
Tarawneh on Wednesday, 
the King also entrusted ttie 
ne^ goNemmenc with fight- 
ing unemployment, unoffi- 
ci^ly placed at 27 per cent. 

Government watchers 
noted that many of the new 
. ministers were associates of 
Tarawneh — a factor 
expected ro ensure hannony 
in policies. 

They also noted that the 
posts of deputy prime min- 
isters were abolished to 
avoid the risk of rivalries 
and conflicts in jurisdiction 
evident during the Majali 
government 

The press welcomed die 
appointment of Nasser 
Judeh. 38, as information 
minister, who headed the 
Jordan Radio and Television 
Corporation and replaces 
Abdullah Ensour. 

“Judeh is known for his 
open-mindedness, which 
reflects the ideas of HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan." said 
Seif Sharif, president of the 
Jordan Press Association, 
which has been engaged in 
a fierce battle with the pre- 
vious government over a 
stringent press and publica- 
tions law, endorsed by 
Parliament last week. 

•'We are extremely happy, 
we feel he is one of us,” 
Sharif said. 

“Now we only hope that 
be will not activate the 
harshest provisions in the 
[press and publications] 
law.” 

The recent press law. still 
awaiting Royal ratification, 
has been widely criticised 
for its ambiguous language 
and harsh penalties. 

Tarawneh's choice of a 
senior intelligence officer. 
Samih Bino. is state minis- 
ter for prime ministry affairs 
is seen by observers as 
"aimed at stressing trans- 
parency and clarity.’ 

Bino'has for the past three 
years headed the anti-cor- 


niptioa unit at the General 
Intelligence Department 

Analysts said no change 
in foreign policy should be 
expected 

In his directive, the King 
only reiterated Jordan's 
commitment to peace and 
its long-standing policy of 
support for the ^estinians, 
but did not mention Israel. 

The foreign affairs portfo- 
lio. held under Majafi gov- 
ernment by now Royal 
Court Chief Jawad' Anani, 
has been token by- Abdul 
Illoh Khatib. a fonner min- 
ister of tourism and long 
time official at the Foreign 
Ministry. 

Anani was expected to 
submit his resignation from 
the Senate in fine with the 
Constitution, w'hich bans 
Royal Court chiefs from 
serving inrihe Upper House. 

Mimster of Finance 
Suleiman Hafez moved to 
communications, while for- 
mer Industry and Trade 
Minister Hani Mulki was 
entrusted with the portfolios 
of water and energy. 

Mohammad S^eb 

Hourani. who temporarily 
replaced former Water 
Minister Haddadin after his 
resignation, mov'ed from 
energy ro trade. 

Independent Islamist 
Bassam Eramoush. expelled 
from the Muslim 
Brotherhood for his moder- 
ate stands, added to his port- 
folio of administrative 
development the new post 
of minister of state for par- 
liameniary' affairs. 

The Tarawneh cabinet 
includes four senators; 
Jawdat Sboul. sworn in as 
justice minister. Kana’an, 
Tawfiq Kreishan. who 
retained his portfolio of 
municipal and rural affairs 
and the environmenL and 
former Ambassador to 
Egypt Nayef Qadi in the 
key-post of interior minis- 
ter. 

In the designation letter 
published on Thursday, the 
Xing also called for a fresh 
Stan in government-opposi- 
tion relations, stalled since 
last year's decision by the 
Islamic-led opposition to 
boycott the November elec- 
tions. 

"We have to build a civic 
democratic socien' and the 
government should open 
lo all political parties and 


interact with them, 
exchanging consultation 
and advice on the nation's 
affairs,” the King said. 

"We should not surprise 
the public with major deci- 
sions without ample prepa- 
ration and without studying 
tiieir different aspects.” 

The Majali government 
enraged the t^ipositioa, 
intellectuals and profession- 
als. by being less transpar- 
ent than the King intended it 
to be, observers said, 

Tarawneh, meanw'hile. 
pledged in his letter to the 
King that his govemnient 
"will translate the letter of 
designation into practical 
steps and actions without 
any hesitation or apprehen- 
sion.” 

He said doors of dialogue 
with both government sup- 
porters and opponents will 
be open, and vowed m 
stren^en public freedoms, 
democracy, justice and 
equality. 

"Addressing the problems 
of poverty and unemploy- 
ment will be our major pre- 
occupation. so chat we can 
revive hope for the poor to 
live a decent life and find 
jobs,” he said. 

He added that bis eco- 
nomic team will focus on 
small-scale income generat- 
ing projects. 

Replying to the King’s 
call for establishing a sys- 
tem of reward and puoisb- 
meni which could enhance 
efficiency and curb negli- 
gence in the civil service, 
Tarawneh said "the goveni- 
ment will reward the good 
and dedicated civil servants 
and will help poor perform- 
ers to perform as expected 
of them.” 

He stressed that his gov- 
ernment will be guided by 
Prince Hassan's \tision. 
which is regarded world- 
wide for its human 
approach to global issues 
and unshakeable foitb in 
dialogue and mutual under- 
standing as the basis for 
policy-making. 


New Australian poll shows 
slump in support for Hanson 


S^'DNEY (AFP) — A new 
poll published Friday showed a 
£^1 in support for anti-Aria MP 
Pauline Hanson and her One 
Nation party and raised the 
hopes of Australia's political 
moinsneam that die threat of 
her far-right views may be 
diminishing. 

The poll, by ihe West 
Australian newspaper, shows 
One Nation's support has 
crashed in Wesieni Australia, 
formerly ooe of its stron^olds 
where it posed a serious ifareai 
in a ma rginal seat- held by 
Labour opposition leader Kim 
Beazley. 

Support for One Nation has 
slumps to only eight per cent 
from a high of 22 per cent after 
the Queensland state poD in 
which u woo a quarter of the 
vote with its anti-immigradon 
and and-free trade policies. 

It was the fourth poll in six 
weeks showing One Nation on 
the slide. 


The principal benefidaiy 
appears to be Prime Minister 
John Howard's Liberal Par^ as 
he beads for an election tif^ied 
for October. 

The poll comes on the heels 
of another by The Australian 
national paper showing nation- 
wide support for One Nation 
has halv^ to seven percent 
since the Queensland election. 

Both also showed support for 
the Liberals up since Howard's 
announcement two weeks ago 
of tax refoiros boosting 
incomes with cuts in direct tax 
biit iniroduemg a ccaisumer tax. 

The West Australian suggest- 
ed government support had 
surged 14 points to 43 per cent 
while The Australian assessed 
government support at 44 per 
cat. a nine percentage point 
nimaround this iDomfa. 

The slump coincides with 
coDtinuing attacks the media 
and the mainsueam parties on' 
One Nation’s slmpl^c poli- 


cies and its credilnlity. 

The latest was a danu^ing 
ABC television documentary 
about die party's infighting and 
undemocratic smicone. 

It also showed Hanson seem- 
ingly welcoming from her typi- 
cal supporters — unsophisticat- 
ed middle-aged blue-collar 
men — the kind of crude and 
sexist flattery chat would horri- 
fy most modem Australian 
women. 

Her chief political adviser 
David Oldfield was also recent- 
ly involved in a well-publicised 
pub brawl over race and posed 
for a newspaper photographer 
sitting with his new girlfriend at 
an opening function with lip- 
stick on his face and his hand 
up her thighs. 

West Australia's fraud squad 
also last week saickOne Nation 
had filed a complaint agains t 
former membera. accusing 
them of siphoning off funds 
from a brar^ account to sup- 


port an independent candidate. 

At the same time, expelled 
members also counter-accused 
One Nation of misusing mem- 
bership fees, directing them to 
Sydo^-based One Nation 
Umit^ in.stead of the political 
party. 

However. Hanson Friday dis- 
missed the latest polling as 
unrepresentative and said sup- 
port remruned very strong • 
throughout Australia and would 
recover when she released her 
tax package. 

"People who want to get out 
there and strive and work hard, 
who may want to take on a sec- 
ond job. there's no itKentives 
anymore, because you're hit 
with a tax at the highest rate.” 
she said. 

“A lot of people, as happened 
in Queensland, they will show 
their support for One Nation at 
the polling booth.” 


Regent discusses U.S. strikes with Sudanese vice president 


(CoDtumed from pagia 1) 

*T3ur general position at this 
stage... is that preferably there 
should have ban dialogue but 
we don't have the details so 
we can't categorically say 
that,'* Infor mati on Minister 
Nasser Judeh told Reuters. 

"On the one Hand we con- 
demn terrorism and we con- 
demn the bombing of the 
embassies. On the ofrer hand 
we feel dialogue should be 
the means to solve problems, 
and not action-reaction kind 
of violence.” be said. 

"Tbere should be some sort 
of dialogue between different 
nations, regardless of differ- 
ences of opinion. Sudan and 
Che United States don't have 
to see eye to eye on eveiy- 
thing but we just feel that dia- 
logue should prevaO.” Judeh 
said 

Mitdim world unites 
against strikes 

Muslim nations formed an 
almost solid front Biday to 
condemn U.5. strikes on sus- 
pected leirorist sites in Sudan 
and Afghanistan, with only 
Washington’s allies among 
the Gulf monaichies keeping 
silent 

Egypt criticised 

Washington's unilateral deci- 
sion Thursday to hit alleged 
terrorist taigets in their fellow 
Mislim countries. 

"Egypt believes the UFJ. 
Security Council should 
make the necessary decisfoos 
in line with the Charter 
to counter terrorism [and] 
destroy it” the Egyptian gov- 
emmem said in a statement 
carried by the MENA news 
agency. 

The Palestinian Autbori^ 
said it would wail before 
pasring judgement '*We are 


waiting for confiimatioo and 
until the situation becomes 
clear before commenting.'' 
senior Arafat ^visor N^il 
Abu Rudeina told AFP. 

In the Gulf, the Arab 
monarchies have yet to react 
though several new^pers 
coDciemned the attack and 
sai d Waghington had made an 
"error." 

The ^nial leader of the 
fundamentalist Palestinian 
group HAMAS, Sheikh 
Ahmad Yassin, condemned 
“this American aggression in 
Sudan, which is an attack 
against the whole Arab and 
Islamic world." 

The charge of an anack on 
all Muslims came despite 
U.S. President Bill CHinion's 
assurances Thursday that the 
raids "were not aimed against 
Islam, tfaefoiihofbuDdn^Gxf*' 
millions of good, peace-lov- 
ing -people all around the 
wedd.” 

Iraq express^ "levulsion” 
at the U.S. action and said it 
was prepared to help counter 
"Ammcao arrogance,” an 
Iraqi spokesman said after a 
meeting of the tep decision- 
making boify the 
Revolutionary Command 
Council. 

Iran's foreign minisiry said 
the attacks violated intema- 
tional conventions. 

'This move is in violation 
of these countries’ territoriai 
integrify and is against ail 
international conventions," 
said foreign minisiry 
spokesman Mahmmoud 
Mobammadi. 

In Asia, Muslim countries 
also reacted suoqgly against 
foe raids. 

Paldstan, which says a U.S. 
missile aimed at Afghanistan 
struck a Pakistani border area 
killing six people, expressed 
“indignation over the attacks 


no matte r what justifications 
are given.'* 

Tte attack on Afghanistan 
was a serious marzer and the 
people of Pakistan wen? "jus- 
tifiably outraged.” Foreign 
Minister Saitaj Ariz told foe 
Senate. 

In Malaysia, which has a 
laige Muslim population. 
Premier Mahathir 

Mohaimnad was quoted by 
the Bematna news agency as 
saying that the world would 
be in "chaos” if nations were 
aUowed to launch such 
anacksaiwiU. 

The Arab League officiaUy 
denounced the U.S. missile 
strike on a pharmaceutical 
plant north of Khanoum 
which Washington said pro- 
duced chemical weapons for 
terrorists. 

’ «‘flihis unjustifiable act con- 
stitutes an attack c>n foe sover- 
eignty of an Arab League 
member nation and a flagrant 
violation of intemational law, 
most importantly the U2^. 
charter.” foe Lea^ said in a 
statement 

The Lebanese Shiite 
Muslim HizboUah called on 
the world to counter such 
"international terrorism." 

In Yemen. President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh called foe 
strikes "uDwarraned’' and 
destabilising for the Middle 
East the official SABA news 
agency said. 

Libyan leader Moamer 
Qadbafi, still on crutches 
from a hip operation in July, 
led an overnight protest 
against Washington following 
the U.S. strikes, foe officii 
JANA news agency said 
Friday. 

Israel provided 
intdligoice 

Meanwhile, an Israeli news- 


paper said Friday that in the 
two weeks ahead of the U.S. 
air strikes in Sudan and 
Afghanistan, Israeli inrelli- 
gence agents provided their 
U.S. counterparts with con- 
siderable information on 
Islamist groups. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu was evasive when 
asked whether Israel helped 
foe United States select the 
taigets in Thursday's air raids 
which came in retaliation for 
the U.S. embassy bombings 
in East Africa eariier this 
month. 

‘The Americans do not 
need our operational help,*' 
Netanyahu said. "As for coor- 
dination. we are partners in 
foe struggle... against those 
who blow up embassies, chil- 
dren, women, old people, 
innocent civilians." 

Netanyahu said senior U.S. 
officials tried to contact him 
just before the air strikes wen? 
launched, presumably to 
inform him of the operation 
ahead of time. 

Netanyahu, who was vaca- 
tioning in northern Israel on 
Thursday, said he was only 
available on a cellular phone 
at the time and that it was 
decided to hold off on the 
comersaiion until he could 
reach a more secure phone 
line. 

"Later. I was briefed by foe 
secretary of state [Madeleine 
Albright] on the details, or to 
be more exact on the princi- 
ples which guided the 
Americans in their action.” 
Netanyahu said. 

"Of course, these are princi- 
ples known to Israel. It was 
Israel foat generally charted 
the course in the struggle 
against terPNism.'' he said. 


Bombed pharmaceutical complex supplied medicine to Iraq — U.N. 


(Continiied from page 1) 

Sudanese television quoted 
an ofiScial as calling A1 Shifaa 
"foe most imponani medicine 
factt»y in foe Arab and 
African world.” The television 
said production of veteri- 
nary mefocines was "enough 
to meet foe needs of all of 
Africa.” . 

Sayed Hamed. managing 
dire^ of A1 Shilira. said foe 
complex employed some 360 
people. 

He estimated foat the plant 
had suffered SIOO m^on 
worth of dainage. He told the 
official SU^^ news agency 
that installatims had been 
"completely destroyed.” 

Tt was ooe of Africa's 
largest faciories,” Hamed said, 
adding foat it produced 30 
lands of human drugs and 23 
veterinary medicines and 
exported products to a num- 
ber of African and Arab 
oanons. 

The managing director 
denied U.S. legations foat 
the plant was maldng chemi- 
cal weapons for use by terror- 
ists and said nearby facilities 
were also not involved in such 
j^oduedon. 

Meanwhile, military ana- 
lysts wen? stud^ng satellite 
images Biday to deteimine 
damage caused foe sittprise 
U.S. cruise missile attacks foal 
destroy^ an allied chemical 


weapons factory in Sudan and 
hit a militant b^ in a remote 
region of Afghanistan. 

The goal of Thursday's mis- 
sion; to hammer the militant 
network Ossama Ben 
Laden, foe exiled Saudi mil- 
lionain? the United States 
believes was behind the 
bombings of U.S. embassies 
in Nairobi. I>tenya. and DarEs 
Salaam, Tanzania, two weeks 
ago. 

The governor of Khartoum, 
Majthob A1 Khalifa, ivas quot- 
ed in the Sudanese daily 
Alway as saying several peo- 
ple were killed or injured in 
foe attack, on the factoiy. 
Workers at foe site said foey 
feared some people may tte 
traced under the debris. 

In Afghani^an, Thleban 
spokesman Wakil Ahmed 
Akbumzada said 21 pet^le 
were killed and 30 were 
injured when cruise missiles 
struck the Zhawar KDi AI 
Badr base near Kbost, about 
ISO kilometies southeast of 
Kabul. 

Akbumzada also said mis- 
siles hit targets near Jalalabad, 
about 100 l^ometies east of 
KabuL though a Pentagon 
official, who spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity, said U.S. 
missiles did not strike any- 
where near Jalalabad. 

A Pentagon official said foe 
U.S. mili^ had no confir- 
mation of claim s by the 


Pakistani government that one 
of the missiles hit inside 
Pakistan, killing several peo- 
ple. 

However, the offiaal noted 
that the taigets were as close 
as 1.6 kilomeires to the 
Afghani-Pakistani bonder. 

Defence Departtnent offi- 
cials have refused to release 
details of the attacks, includ- 
ing casualty figures, or reveal 
h(W succ^sfii] the missiles 
•were in hitting their taigets. 

It could take days to assess 
foe damage, foe Patagon offi- 
cial said, and c^d be compli- 
cated because of cloud cover 
over Afghanistan. The U.S. 
military is relying on satellite 
ima^ry because there aren't 
irudUgence sources cm the 
ground. 

Ben Laden hims elf was not 
targeted by foe U.S. missile 
gtt^k. according to adminis- 
tration officials, although 
President Bill Ginton sfod the 
strike was timed to coincide 
with a meeting of terrorist 
leaders at foe camp. A TaJeban 
spokesman in Af^umisian 
said Ben Laden was ‘^e and 
no Ham a g e has been done to 
any of his companions.” 

The A fghani camps, in 
mountainous teiiitoiy near the 
Pakistani border. were 
described by one official as n 
'Terrorist university” with as 
many as 600 trainees there ar 
times. The camp operated 


with foe blessing, if not out- 
right support, of the Taleban, 
the Islamist faction controlling 
Afghanistan. 

According to CHimon 
administration and congres- 
sional sources, from 75 to SO 
medium-range Tomahawk 
cruise missiles were fired 
from U.S. ships in the Red Sea 
and Arabian Sea. The strike 
was can?frjll y timed so foai all 
foe missiles arrived at their tar- 
gets wifoin minutes. 

In Sudan, foe Al Shifaa 
Pharmaceutical Industries Co. 
plant, in an industrial complex 
near downtown Khaitcum, 
was producing a precursor for 
the deadly nerve gas. U.S. 
officials claimed. The fenced- 
in factory was guarded by 
Sudanese military guards and 
said to be partiy financed by 
Ben Laden. These claims 
were rejected by the Sudani 
govemnient (See separte 
story). 

the missiles hit, walls 
collapsed, twisted metal and 

concrete were strewn 
around the complex and foe 
main building burst into 
flames. 

.At foe Zhawar Kili Al Badr 
Camp, leaders of Ben Laden’s 
Islamist organisation were 
foought to )x gathering for a 
meeting Thursday, S^y 
Beiger, foe president's nation- 
al security ad\iser, sjudL 
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ISRAEL 1$ at it again, smacking the Arabs in the face by 
announcing a vast construction project on the occupied 
Golan Heights thus showing no regard for the stalled 
peace negodations with Syria and the united Arab voice in 
support of Dama^us* demand for the return of the Golan. 

It should not be overlooked that the move to Ixtild mom 
settlements and almost double the number of settlers in 
the Golan came one day after Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechm signalled a possible softening of 
approach by inviting Syria to resume peace talks. 

As such, it is clear a poliiical game is at work in Israel. 
Infrastructure Minister Ariel Sharon's plan to tighten his 
country's grip on the occupied Golan Heights was cer- 
tainly no spur-of-the-moment decision, it is evident the 
announcement of the project was also an instantaneous 
message to Mordechai and moderates like him that hard- 
liners were not ready to play unless the Arabs accepted 
what Israel was willing to give them. 

Former Israeli prime minister Shimon Peres, a key fig- 
ure in the peace process during his tenure, sees the settle- 
ment plan as '‘supei^uous. Irritating and 
urmece$sary....(and a) provocation." But then, it is the 
same mould of people like Peres and Mordechai that 
Sharon is seddng to destroy because of their iiurlination to 
distinguish between logic and arrogance in making peace. 
They have understood that real and genuine peace cannot 
be achieved by dictating terms. The process requiia a 
broad mind and open approach based on the acceptance of 


legitimate rights os the foundatin for peace. All said and 
done, with the Paleslinian-Israeli tra^ deadlocked over 
Israel's refusal to implement agreements and the Syrian- 
Lebanese camp stumped over the state's blanket ejection 
of the land-for-peace formula, there is little incentive for 
the Arab World to remain engaged in the peace process. 
But then, the question is: What is the alternative to peace- 
ful negotiations? Certainly no one would share the for 
a holy war to liberate “all of Palestine** os the ideal 
answer. 

Still, those who profess that approach, whether in 
Sudani bases or in Osama Ben Laden's cave hideouts with 
the TaJeban. are ignoring the realities on the ground and 
side-stepping the disastrous consequences of another war 
in WT midst, or any region for that matter, that prompted 
the Arabs to adopt the strategic option of peace and go to 
Madrid in 1991. 

Neveitheless. Israel, under the leadership of people like 
Benyamin Netanyahu and Sharon, seems to be hellbent on 
pushing the Arabs into dropping that option which they 
accept^ in good faith. And indeed it is reaping the fruits 
of its own policies and intransigence in the form of suicide 
bombings, armed resistance, and. more significantly, the 
perpetud state of fear that prevails among Israeli citizens. 

Netanyahu’s “peace with security'' approach has 
ach^ved for the Israelis neither peace nor security. Those 
who are capable of thieving them are Israelis themselves 
who can influence the political course of their country. 


The hardline faction of the Israeli bodypoliuc has a strong 
following in the electorate, but equally strong is the camp 
for peace in Israel. And the latter represents an avenue of 
hope if onlv it was to be cultivated and encouraged to 
accept the approach for peace in the same good fath 
chat it has been forwarded. That is where Arab interaction 
with genuine peace-seeking Israelis is desired as an 
approach p^lel to influencing the business community 
in Tel Aviv. It does not mean opening up Arab trade and 
business with Israel but convincing the Israelis of the ben- 
efits of peace for all. That has been and remains Jordan's 
approach, whether with Fayez Tarawneh as new prime 
minister or with Abdul Salam Majali as the former pre- 
mier. But often. Jordan's position was misunderstood and 

criticised. ^ i • • 

Definitely, it is not a compromise ov-er the legiumate 
Arab rights, whether Palestinian. Syrian or Lelmese. It is 
only a way to influence Israeli politics from within -the 
only means to prod Israeli politicians into realisng that 
their political future depends on arriving at a just, com- 
prehensive and durable peace with the Arabs through real- 
istic and meaningful negotiations rather than strategies 
that aim at nothing but stalling and complicating the situ- 
ation. Feelings of frustration, despair and alienation are 
mainly Ben Laden's techniques of persuasion which made 
many Palestinians and Arabs follow his line now and will 
gain him more in future, however heavy American retalia- 
tory bombardment might be. 
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HIS MAJESTY’ King Hussein’s letter of 
designation to Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh is an honest tally of the country’s 
problems and the methods to tackle these 
issues. It also once again reflects the King’s 
e^cerbation with the way the affairs of the 
country are being administered. The King’s 
expressed confidence in Jordanians as able, 
intelligent people who distinguish right 
from wrong and truth from falsehood was a 
clear criticism of the way governments have 
so far dealt with the citizens. His call for 
transparency is the stronger signal to the 
new government that Jordanians be taken 
seriously and dealt with fairly when deci- 
sions that affect their lives are taken. 

Thus, the still unresolved water crisis 
among other crises explains King Hussein’s 
firm directive that decisions should be made 
on the basis of objectivity, facts and scientif- 
ic data and not on the b^is of the whims of 
officials. 

Having made these two major points clear, 
the King turned to the debilitating prob- 
lems of poverty and unemployment. It was 
here that the King concentrated his man- 
date to the new cabinet which was to be 
formed. Not only did his letter contain 
recognition of the magnitude of these prob- 
lems. but also clear objection to the way 
previous governments addressed these 
problems. The King urged the government 
to roll up its sleeves and go the extra mOe 
towards improring the economy and secur- 
ing employment for the country's jobless. 
We need not go overboard in meeting the 
kind of economic restructuring demanded 
by international monetary* organisations at 
the expense of the immediate economic 
needs of the people especially the have-nots. 
The short and intermediate requirements 
of the poverty-stricken must therefore be 
uppermost on our minds. 

With these three issues in mind Prime 
Minister Tarawneh. no doubt aided by the 
King's and the Regent's insightful advice, 
assembled a fine team of technocrats who 
have behind them distinguished careers that 
should sen'e to run the country and fulfil 
the King's mandate. Tarawneh himself is an 
able and loyal politician. He is expected to 
lead his colleagues and the country into the 
21st centur>'. 


I AR.ABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

,\1 Ra’i's Fakhri Kuwar condemned assaults on some 
joumuIi<is in Jordan over the past few years. He said 
the attack against Nahidh Haitor. the editor in chief of 
.A1 Miihaq. wjs a cowardly and inhuman act. The writer 
said these assaults were meant to terrify those writers or 
e\en kill them. Kawar said Hatiar has the right to 
express \vhatever he believes, and if he breaks the law. 
titere is a court to punish him. If Hattar slandered some- 
one or ttied to tarnish his reputation, the victim can file 
a suit for compensations which might be more severe 
than the anack. the writer said. Hatt^ did not violate his 
right of expression .so he should not be harmed, least of 
all in such an illegal manner. Kawur said. The writer 
called on the government to probe the case and take it 
seriously because the attackers have not been brought 
to justice. 

.A! Dustour’s Jihad Momani commented on the fre- 
quent changes of Jordanian governments. He said only 
faces of mini.sters and prime ministers arc changed, the 
problems of the country remain the .same. According to 
Moniuni. .some governments arc given more freedom 
than others, and this leads to more mistakes, he said. 
.Momani said former Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali was forced to accept some ministers in bis cabi- 
net even though their history was not very bright, 
adding that Majali was held respon.sible for these rnin- 
isiers' mistakes. Momani said Majali is very similar to 
any newspaper chief editor, who. according to the press 
law is responsible for his stalT s acts even if he did not 
I select them or he was abroad. 


Sound and fury, signifying nothing 
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By Gwynne Dyer 


NO, OF COURSE it didn't have anything 
to do with diverting attention from semen- 
stained dresses and the like. Shame on you 
for even entertaining the thought. The U.S. 
attacks on Sudan and Afghanistan were 
motivated solely by the desire to strike at 
the roots of international terrorism. 

U.S. Defence Secretary William Cohen 
told us so at great length, and President Bill 
Clinton himself coi^nned it. It was the 
purest coincidence that the strikes went in 
on the day that Monica Lewinsky testified 
once more before the grand jury, and to 
suggest otherwise would be unpatriotic, 
nasty, and just plain wrong. 

Nevertheless, there is a little detail that 
has not been adequately addressed. Just 
how do the people who ordered these 
attacks think that they are going to achieve 
their stated goal? 

Is Osama Ben Laden going to decide that 
spending his billions on leading an 'Islanic 
jihad* against *the Crusaders West) and 
the Jews' is too dangerous, and take up 
gardening instead? Is the fundamentalist 
Taleban regime in Afghanistan ( which has 
lost over a million lives in the fighting of 
the past IS years) going to panic and throw 
him out because a few more bombs fell on 
their territory? 

Is the Sud^ese regime going to drop its 
miliiantly 'Islamic' ideology, expel all ihe 
foreign rziiliiams who live there, and beg 
Washington's pardon (if it was indeed 
implicated in any way in the bombing of 
the U.S. embassies in Kenya and Tanzania 


last week, which remains to be seen)? Is 
anything going to change as a result of a 
few Andean cruise missiles on a factory 
in north Khartoum and a few clusters of 
buildings in the hills south of Kabul? 

No. of coume not. Nothing will change. 
Nothing concrete has been achieved, nor 
could by this kind of strike, nor has any 
useful or seriously frightening ‘message' 
been sent to the alleged sponsors of the ter- 
rorism. Moreover, the few people in the 
Clinton administration In Washington who 
can and do (and the rather larger num- 
ber of competent professionals in the 
Pentagon) understand this very well. 

It's not that you can never fight terrorism 
with air power. When Reagan sent U.S. 
bombers into Ubya a decade ago he scared 
the bejesus out of Muammar Qadhafl. who 
promptly lost his jM'evious enthusiasm for 
acts of international terrorism and has yet 
to regain it. But that was a big. serious raid, 
and one of its e.\plicit aims was to kill. 
Qadhafl himself as he slept. (It did kill his 
adopts daughter, and several other people 
close to him.) 

*rhU stuff, by contrast, is just spitting in 
the wind. *ntc 'six sites* in O.surou Ben 
Laden's 'terrorist complex' in Afghanistan 
contained at most 600 people on u busy day 
(out of the 5-6,(XX} that the U.S. estimates 
are financed by Ben Laden), and there were 
no heavy or exotic weapon.s there. If a few 
hundred foot-soldiers of his jihad have 
been 'martyred' by the raid, what has Ben 
Laden lost? 

The 'chemical weapon.s factory' In 
Khartoum may actually have been making 


what Washington says it was. fOr it may 
not: intelligence on these matters is always 
■ dodgy.) But if the Sudanese government 
was truly complicii in this activity, then it 
will be a matter of mere months to start the 
work up again in another building. If the 
U.S was really serious about eliminating 
this alleged terrorist threat, it would have to 
go after the Sudanese government. 

But that would be a very large undertak- 
ing. eve against such a state as Sudan. It 
would have huge military costs, and cause 
enormous political difficulties for the 
United States with its allies, with its friends 
in Africa and the Middle East, and with the 
United Nations. Not everyone loves the 
Sudanese regime, but it makes people 
uneasy when the United States just invades 
countries that annoy it (Cambodia, 
Grenada. Panama, etc.). 

The 'Qadhafl' option — trying to kill 
Hasson Al-Turabi, ^e man who really rules 
Sudan — is an obvious non-starter. Unlike 
Qadhafl. he doesn't sleep In isolated mili- 
tary camps. He lives and works in the mid- 
die of Khartoum, and even if you could 
find him. you'd have to bomb heavily built- 
up areas to have a chance of hitting him. 

There is also the consideration that it 
would be a strategic error to remove a 
dreamy fantasist like Al-Turabi from power 
if the long-term U.S. aim i.s to destroy 
Sudan's Islamic regime. His government 
eontroKs only half the country in the day- 
light hours, and a good deal )es.s at night. In 
five more years there could be no more 
Sudan, just smaller successor states. 

As for ‘getting* Osama Ben Laden in 


Afghanistan, that would require sending in 
lai^e miJiiary forces to overthrow the- 
Taleban regime that protects him. As previ- 
ous invaders of AfghanLstan like the British 
and Russians would freely attest, that 
would be suicidally stupid. The Pentagon, 
which now exercises an effective veto over 
American military adventures abroad, 
would never countenance .such an enter- 


pnse. 

I'm not saying that these options for 
much bigger military operations were con- 
sidered and reluctantly dismissed. I'm say- 
ing they were so ridiculous that they were 
never considered at all. 

Well, surprise! Any junior staff officer 
(and any political scientist) will tell yon 
that there are relatively few political prob- 
lems that can be solved with air pt^r, 
even when applied in massive quantities. 
There are practically none that can be 
resolved by a couple of dozen cruise mis- 
siles. 

Now. the question is this. If Clinton's 
professional military advisers were telling 
him that using massive military force to 
deal with this particular aspect of interna- 
tional terrorism was impracticable, and 
minimal force was just plain useless — 
why did the man go ahead and order small 
symbolic strikes anyway? 

Could it be. do you think, that he saw 
some political utility for them in a quite 
differem context? 
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The writer is a London-based j'ournatisi 
and historian. He contrihiited this artide 
to the Jordan Tunes. 
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To the editor: 


LUCKY PEOPLE of Sweifiych and Urn 
Uiheina (Jordan Times, Letters, Aug. 
20) and probably other areas of 
Amman, who arc apparently healthy 
enough to chase a water tanker in this 
heat, and when they manage to catch up 
wirh one. al.so wealthy enough to be 
able to afford to pay for the water. 

What about the people who are le.ss 
fortunate and who. even if they arc 
healthy enough to do the running, 
would never be able to afford to pay for 


the water? As.suming they live some- 
where where a tanker could get do»i 
enough to their house to deliver iheif 
goods! I'm sure they would like to wash' 
themselves, their children and their I 
clothes on a regular basis too. j 

Let's worry about them instead and do, 
something about whai for them- is nut 
just a “water-crisis" but a fact of life 
they have to live with all the year, 
round! 


Liesbeth Tangelder 

Ammau- 


j I never pc uoic lp arroro to pay tor Amman 

IS law nearing endorsement, starving Sudanese, Jordan’s jobless draw comment 

Moh™™rCftu«ei„ “S' enmon minimum .s« bv the *oven>- 


Local columnists last week dis- 
cussed the draft press and publico- 
lions law. the srarwiion of the 
Sudanese people, the Clinion- 
Lewinsky affair, unemployment 
and the water crisis. 


.V, 


A1 Ra'i's Fahed Fanek said the 
draft press and publications law 
was 3 set back to democracy and 
public freedoms. He said after the 
draft law was slightly amended by 
the Lower House, no changes 
were introduced to it by the Msnate. 
and the law will automatically be 
endorsed by a Royal Decree. The 
writer criticised the Senators for 
not amending any article in the 
law. He said it is pointless to judge 
the law because it is an unavoid- 
able evil and people have to lix'e 
with it. Fanek. who expected the 
law 10 be endorsed by the begin- 
ning of the next month, said jour- 
nalists will then be obliged to 
respect the legislation regardless 
of what it represents or what they 
think about it. The writer said 
enforcement of the law* will be 
based on the strength and credi- 
bility of a journalist's iastitution. 
Therefore. Fanek said, the inde- 
pendence of the judiciary is the 


only glimpse of hope remaining in 
Jordon for the joumo/ism profes- 
sion. 

A1 Ra'i's Sultan Hattab dis- 
cus.scd the plight of tire Sudane.se 
people caused by the deadly fighi- 
ing between the govcmn)eni ,)nd 
the brake-away south. He said 
people in the M.vuihem port of the 
country ore living skeletons, flock- 
ing for a handful of wheat which 
might keep them aliw for another 
day. The writer criticised the .Arab 
countries fix’ being reckless and 
ignorant about the whole i.vstic. He 
lamenicd the rich Arab coontnes 
for not helping iJicir brothers 
through their suffering while they 
are indulging in their own plea- 
sures. He said the Arab WiM*id is 
calling for the unity of the 
Sudanese people from north to 
south: they would not allow (he 
south to enter into any coalition 
with foreign countric.s, a Mcp. said 
Hattab. which might threaten the 
unity of the country. 'The em;u:ial- 
ed Sudanese will see the 
Americans, the French and the 
Israelis os their friends when they 
sec them shipping tonnes aid to 
their children. The writer said if 
the Arab countries sincerely want 
the unity of Sudan they N^ier 
maintain u presence wltere they 
arc needed by starving people 


who would welcome any kind or 
siwrce of aid. 


Week 
in print 


Al Ra'i's Yous.sef Mahmoud 
contmcnied on the expected nega- 
tive impact of the Clinton- 
Ix'winsky iift'air on the Arab World 
specially Iraq and the Middle East 
I^ace process. Would the 
American president be able to play 
3 crilk'ai role in these cases after 
he Inst his credibility and his 
image was tarnished, usked 
Mahmoud. The writer expected 
Clinton would not be very patient 
with Iraq and would sbike the 
Arab country as soon as hu gets 
the chance. Clinton wants to sati.s- 
fy Congress and most of the 
American people by launching an 
attack ugaiast Iraq. said 
Mahmoud. The writer expected 
Clinton would be reluctant to 
force the Israeli radical prime min- 
ister. Benyamin Notanyahyu. to 
implement ihe signed peace 


accords. He said Clinton wants to 
make any effort in the peace 
process because neither the ‘ 
American people nor Congress is 
keen on the future of the peace 
proce.ss. The writer said the Arabs 
will pay the price of Clinton's lust, 
and the Jewish lobby will benefit 
from it. 

Al Dusiour's Rakun Majali di.s- 
cus.sed the high unemplovmern of 
Jordan, and suggested methods to 
tackle the current problem. He 
criticLscd the Ministry of 
Admini.siraiivc Development, and 
described the national unemplov- 
ment conference for combaiino 
unemployment which w|H be held 
as the “joke of the sea- 
son." Majali .said the whole min- 
istry should not exist because it is 
a form of bureaucracy. The writer 
charged that ihe ministry with iLs 
employees represent what he 
allied disguised unemplovmern. 
He stressed the imponancc'of ihc 
role of media in coniributing to 
creating public awareness about 
the causes of unemploymenL and 
encouraging people away from the 
culture of shame." Majali praised 
some university graduates and 
retired people for working in fields 
unrelated to their qualifications 
such as ga.s stations or construc- 
uons sites. The writer suggested u 


minimum wage set by the govern* 
mem. which will encourage 
Jordanians to accept any kind of 3 
Job and will organise the iabotir 
market. 

Al Rai'i's Sultan Hattab com- 
mented on the government's mea- 
sures lo controF the sale of watei" 
in .Amman, by dispatching pol®^ 
and mint.siry employees to pri'^aW 
run water wells, after the 
crisl.s erupted early last month. Hf 
said the government .should flos* 
the prices of water as it does other 
goods. Hattab saic^the tartly ^ 
hailed ut police check points fef 
several hours in order lo send thf® 
to water distribution centres. 
writer charged that govemm*®^ 
measures forced the disuibuh^ 
capacity of truckers to dccrea* 
Tankers who used to sell * 
lankcr-Ioads of water a day. n*^ 
do not sell more than t>vo. 
Hattab. He .said before the goverp" 
ment became involved, 
prices were much better ^ 
depended on supply and dem0^- 
The writer said people first 
fered from murky, foul-smclIiPS 
water, now they do not even 
water. He said because of •*** 
government measures, sotne-J^ 
pic have had to wait one 
before quenching their thirst. 
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ance King’s letter of designation to Tarawneh focuses 
on tackling poverty, unemployment, bureaucracy 
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AMMAN (Petra) — FoDowing is the full text 
of His Majesty ffing Hussein's letter of desig- 
nadoD sent to Prime Minister Fayez Tarawn^ 
OQ Thursday entrusting him to form a new 
govenunent: 

I send you my love, appreciadon and confi- 
dence. 

In view of the resignadon of the government 
of Dr. Abdul Salam Majali and our acceptance 
of this lesignatioa, we can only express our 
^preciadon of his long years of loyal and 
defeated service to the nadon. 

We found that the dme has come for a new 
team to pursue the iCingdom's march, and 
therefore we are entrusting you with the for- 
madoQ of a new government, and wish you 
success in your new mission. 

The reason that we chose you is that you. my 
brother, have been a model for others in your 
loyalty and true commitment to the homeland 
and your allegiance to the Hashemite Throne 
and what the Throne represents in this dear 
homeland aiKl what the Throne strives to 
achieve under all circumstances and condi- 
.doos.‘ 

I have watched your work as a young man at 
the Royal Court following your graduation 
from die University of Joi^n and later your 
achievements while pursuing your higher 
studies in economics. My soul has been filled 
widi satisfaction about your work as attested 
to 1^ ^e Various prime ministers you have 
worked with concerning your diligence and 
your open mind and rea^ess to learn. 

In all the positions you held, you have beeu 
a statesman in the full sense of the word, and 
when we chose you to serve as chief of the 
Royal Coun several months ago, we found 
that we had chosen well because you rose to 
the occasion and shouldered your respoosibil- 
ides. ' 

You no doubt realise the present critical cir- 
cumstances we are experiencing and the 
emhuing experience of the past weeks. 
We have realised that in this steadfast country 
there are people who are not subject to envy 
and notaffected by events and developments. 

1 ^ve opted for transparency and clarity 
and set the example for others by informing 
the public about the details of my illness. We 
want the governmem to be transparent before 
the people, who can tell the difference 
between tnitfa and. falsehood and can difreren-. 
date berween what is good and bad, because 
these people are educated and have a sen» of . 
awareness and are able to shoulder responsi- 
bility DO matter how great the challenges 
mi^tbe. 

Telling the truth and acting with transparen- 
cy in presenting the facK to the public are 
among the most important duties of the gov- 
enuneut. AH Cabinet members should be com- 
mitted to their oath and should shoulder their 
responsibilities with honesty and should fol- 
low this approach in order to strengthen civic 
society. We should be faoirest in our perfor- 
mance and we will find that the people will 
back our efforts and so the burden will ease. 

Govenunent decisions should be cbarac- 
terised accuracy, integrity and objectivity 
and should be bas^ on scientific fac^, accu- 
rate statistical information and the law and 
founded on a solid ground of integrity and jus- 
tice. 

Ibere should not be any discrimination 
between one citizen and another except in 
their worthy efforts and stimghtforwan&ess. 
Reassurance and security can only be attained 
throu^ justice and through imposing die law 
on the powerful, should foey go astray. Soci- 
eties are subject to weakness and instability in 
an atmosphere where comiptioii, discrimina- 
tibii, favouritism and nepotism prevail. 

citizens feel that decisions are taken 
in accordance with solid principles and firm 
legislation they exert efforts to reap what is 
good for them instead of knocking on doors 
asking for ( wasta) or favour. If these principles 
are applied to all, and if the decisions are pre- 
sented to the public and if the door is opened 
for responsible, balanced and objective discus- 
sion, the people will be reassured and satisfied 
and will go about their business with a greater 


measure of dedication and competence. 

Ensuring security for people in their home- 
land is imperative, although resources might 
sometimes fml to achieve everything all at 
once. Therefore the question of poverty should 
draw the concern of the government and 
should be given absolute attention. We are fac- 
ing a challenge in the population growth rate, 
but we must not be resigned to the question of 
poverty and suffice ourselves by indireedy 
combatting it. The governmem should instill 
reassurance in the minds of the poor and those 
with limited income and should mobilise all 
its forces to extend a helping hand to them. 
Officials should not close their eyes or go to 
bed satisfied with themselves while realising 
that in certain homes people have no food as 
their bread- winners could not provide for their 
children. 

In the coming days we should be creative in 
introducing programmes to combat poverty; 
and the state, in its private and public sectors, 
should work hand-in-hand to find work for 
able bodied citizens, and we should ensure 
justice for all in accordance with well pre- 
pared plans and gradually seek to improve the 
quality of life of low income groups and peo- 
ple in underdeveloped regions living in the 
badia, the camps, villages or cities. The gov- 
ernment should work out accurate pro- 
grammes to be reflected in our budget figures 
and OUT decisions so that the poor and the 
needy can feel that they are foil members of 
society and so that they become an asset to 
society rather than a. liability. 

Priority in spending in the next fiscal budget 
should reflect tbe govemment's concern to 
tackle poverty and should include a strategy to 
deal with pover^ from its roots. 

In the short term, the government should 
support tbe National Aid Fund and the 
Employment and Development Fund and 
should encourage charitable organisations and 
cooperatives to work in unison in the fight 
against poverty by providing assistance 
through rehabUiiation, through small size 


family projects. 

The government should search for the 
unknown soldiers who foil in the desen and 
rural areas and should extend a helping hand 
to them. 

As much as the nation needs to honour and 
reward the disiingui^d people in recognition 
of their endeavours, h must equally st^e on 
the negligent and the indifferent and those 
who do not give any regard to their duties. I 
have earlier brought to the attention of the Jor- 
danian people examples of shortcomings and 
failures which could have caused major disas- 
ters. 

'Good employees should be rewarded, but 
those failing in their duties and neglecting 
responsibilities or die connpt amongst them 
and those who betray the trust should be pun- 
ished. Once the right steps are taken to deter- 
mine tbe violation and the kind of punishmem, 
the government should be just and fair in ren- 
dering punishment on the violatm^ of laws and 
regulations. 

The time has come for us ro transform slo- 
gans into actions and to transform our words 
and aspirations into action for the people to 
feel and see that these actions positively affect 
their dmiy life. Such endeavours require pro- 
grammes to fi^t unemployment — a disease 
that has been eating away at our Jordanian 
family and causing misery. The time has come 
to look into the b^ic asset of Jordanian men 
and women, employees, and workers, gradu- 
ates or job seek^ to them secure pro- 
ductive work not by o^rely creating vacancies 
for them to fill. 

Tbe Jordaniau family which has been accus- 
tomed to converting savings into investment in 
education and training deserve to be rewarded 
for their effort and not to be punished by 
depriving their children of tbe right to enjoy 
opportunities or by humiliating diem through 
uziemploymenL 

My heart bleeds over women who had given 
birth to children and spared no effort in raising 
them, helping them through education at 


school and university so that after graduation 
they can start off their voyage through life. 
Parents feel apprehensive about the future 
which does not hold much for their children. 

We must not accept a situation which cre- 
ates hundreds of thousands of jobs for non- 
Jordanians while Jordanian job seekers sit 
idle, falling victim to frustration and despair. 
The' government should work hand-in-hand 
with the private sector and the various institu- 
tions towards encouraging investment and 
individual initiatives. I urge the government to 
draw up a programme that spreads awareness 
and educates the public on ridding itself of the 
the culture of shame. We have inherited a reli- 
gion that encourages us to work, not to sit idle 
and become unproductive. 

Poverty and unemployment create a climate 
that breeds crime. There are groups outside 
OUT boundaries who are trading in drugs and 
who try CO use our lands as a passageway for 
trafficking narcotics and they seek to tempt 
our young people into drug addiction. It has 
become imperative on us to protect our chil- 
dren from such temptation through initiating 
anti-crime and anti-narcotics programmes. 
Such endeavours call for supporting the work 
of the security services and promoting their 
efforts by raising the efficiency of their cadres 
and providing foem with the modem facilities 
and equipment to put an end to crime. 

By this, we do not only protect ourselves but 
we have a duty to protect our brothers. Our 
efforts should not stop at combatting crime but 
should rather go fu^er towards respecting 
the dignity of prisoners and detainees by 
improving prison conditions and by providing 
prisoners with opportunities for rehabilitation 
and training so tiiat they can return to normal 
life. 

As we stand at tbe threshold of the 21st cen- 
tury we are required to improve our produc- 
tion so that we can enter world markets with 
high quality goods capable of competing with 
others. A large number of productive instim- 
tions in indusny. agriculture and the services 


Tarawneh pledges to foster freedom, democracy, 
strengthen accountability, evaluation 


AMMAN (Petra) — In bis reply to His 
Majesty King Hussein's leaer of des- 
ignadoo to foirn a new govemmeDU 
Prime Mmister Fayez Tarawneh 
pledged to woik whh his team on inter- 
pieting the directives and guidelines 
cootained in tbe letter of designatiou. 

i! have the boaour to accede to your 
Royal Decree, and to work as your 
prime minister. Your Majesty's letter 
of designation will be tbe guide direct- 
ing my work." Tarawneh said. 

"Your confidence in me is a medal of 
honour wUefa I will always keep deep 
in my heart" 

'"His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan ^ remain the p^n. whom 
we will refer to, seeking his advice and 
guidance in order to ensure that our 
march (xoceeds in tbe right (tirection." 

Tarawneh pledged to translate the 
letter of designation into fnactical steps 
and actions without '*besiiation or 
apprehension." 

Pledging to keep Ae doors of (fia- 
logue open with supjiorteTs and oppo- 
nents of the government Tarawnefa 
said: '^th your directives as our 
guide, we will contact official and civil 
institutions, inespective of whetber 
they are supporters or opponents, keep 
channels of dialogue open, give and 
take, work, achieve, evaluate and cor- 
rect until we realise the great dream of 
His Majesty Ring Hussein in turmng 
Jordan, the country of A1 Hussein, into 
a productive country and a beacon of 
li^t and achievement" 

The prime minister said his govern- 
ment will build on ±e achievements of 
its predecessors and mil strive to keep 


the march of develc^meat alive and 
sustain it on firm foundations. 

Tarawneh said the government will 
foster principles of fre^m, democra- 
cy, justice and equality and will 
strengthen the sysmms of accounuihili- 
ty and evaluation. 

'God wiUiag, we will be soldiers for 
justice, equality, responsible freedom, 
and the honest and objective word," he 
said. 

The prime minister pieced continu- 
ous contact and interaction with Par- 
liament in order to ensure comple- 
mentarity of roles of the three brash- 
es of government without overlapping 
of their respective rales. 

'^e will listen to their views and 
opinions and sense the needs and aspi- 
rations of people through their rej^ 
sentatives in Parliament” smd the 
prime minister. 

Tarawneh said his government will 
build fruitful and proactive relations 
with all politietd parties without dis- 
ciinunation or favouritism. 

"Our work is mainly based on agree- 
ment consent and dialogue, rather ilmn 
on confrootatioa and boycotts." be 
said, adding that the govemweat and 
the civil institutions are all woriung 
towards ffie goal of building Jordan. 

The prime mimster pledged trans- 
parency, tiiraess and objectiviQi in 
government's decision-making. He 
stud the government wall "not malre 
any room for any sbortconungs. such 
as favouritism, and unjustifiable ffis- 
ciimination, which are set to distort the 
govenunent's actuevemems." 

He added that the govenunent wall 


define its priorities in accordance with 
the leirer of designation, noting that 
such priorities will be iranslated into 
clear and well-defined plans, which 
wUJ be shared with democratic and 
civil insututioDS, as well as with citi- 
ZCBS. 

‘■Addressing problems of poverty and 
unemploymem will be the major pre- 
occupation of the govemmenL so that 
we can revive hopes among the to 
live a decent life and to find jobs," 
Taravmeb said. He added that his gov- 
e mman t will support efforts and initia- 
tives of the private sector and the non- 
govemmenE^ organisations, and will 
Increase resources to social service 
projects in order to create income-gen- 
eratioD projects for the needy. 

He .raid the govenunent will reward 
outsiaodiog and dedicated civil ser- 
vants and will help inefficieni employ- 
ees to perform as expected of them, 
and to ^schaige their duties efficient- 
ly- 

"We will do our utmost to prepare 
iordon to enter the 21st century and 
face up to its challenges." Tarawueh 
said. 

Our guide to that will be Your 
Majesty's understanding of the mean- 
ing of science and technology, and 
de^g with tbe world without any 
prejudice to our culture and identity," 
Tarawneh said, adding that bis govern- 
ment will be guided by l^nce Hassan's 
visioa and understanding of deveiop- 
mems. 

Stressing his government's support 
fiw the private sector, Tarawneh said: 
"We wUl make every possible effort 


with the private sector to develop ourj 
production and services' and eodble^- 
them to compete in imematiqi^ , mar- 1, 
kets; TO terras ofqoallty and pneei*'^ f 

The goveromeot will also direct spe- 
cial anention to the communication 
and information sectors to ensure the 
highest degree of efficiency. Tarawneh 
said. 

"Comprehensive security remains a 
major (nreoccupation for tbe govern- 
ment." Tarawneh said, adding that the 
government will provide e%'ery possi- 
ble support to the Armed Forces and 
Public Security Department to ensure 
the highest levels of training and readi- 
ness to defend the country. 

He also said the government will 
work towards combating crime, 
improving prisons and prison facilities 
and safeguarding the dignity and secu- 
rity of citizens at ail times and in all 
circumstances. 

On foreign policy, Tarawneh said the 
government will remain coimnitted to 
supporting the efforts to establish a 
just, comprehensive and lasting peace 
in the Middie East, and to work close- 
ly with Arab countries at a time when 
great blocs and regions have become 
title of complememarity and facing 
challenges. 

On the question of Palestine, 
Tarawneh said his government will 
remain a strong supporter of tbe Pales- 
tinians. 

"We will work with our Palestinian ' 
brothers and support them until they 
achieve their legitimate aspiration of 
establishing their own independent 
state on their national soil." 


sector have won international recognition 
which has entitled them to export to the world. 
We need to focus on quality rather than quan- 
tity. and we should choose and employ mt^em 
technology rather than satisfying ourselve.s by 
transferring it without learning it. 

In order to reach these stages, we ought to 
train a generation of competent people, we 
should re-examine our methods of training and 
we should give due attention to the creative 
people among us because they are invaluabK 
We ought to overcome the sbortcomins.*^ in 
certain developed services so that we may not 
be left lagging behind the world especially in 
informatics, telecommunications, and the 
media. I am confident that Jordanians can 
achieve successes in these fields as they have 
done in the fields of medicine and pharmacy 
when they were accorded support and encour- 
agement. 

Our openness to the world does not mea/t 
losing our ' Arab or Islamic identity. We 
should not advocate isolation from the world, 
we have inherited a faith that urges us to seek 
knowledge, even in China; a faith which 
encourages us to seek knowledge in all fields. 

Our UEiity serves as a basic asset which 
enables us to confront the challenges as we 
live through the eye of the storm. 

We ought to exercise internal cohesion, pro- 
tect our national unity and close our ranks in 
tbe face of enemies. Our internal security is 
linked to our external security, and we should 
not be lax in either case. A civic society that 
does not allow loopholes and gaps should act 
in an integral manner with the armed forces 
and the security services. We have worked 
hard ov'er long years and we have succeeded 
in creating institutions that protect our borders 
and our internal fronL Citizens can go to sleep 
reassured and content about their wellbeing. 

Therefore the govenunent should place our 
military and security requirements among the 
priorities for care and spending so that we can 
continue to upgrade their levels and increase 
their efficiency to serve as the homeland's 
shield and a strong fence for the nation and a 
real example of the Great Arab Revolt's army. 

We have to build a civic democratic society', 
and the government should be open to ^1 
political parties and interact with them, 
exchanging consultation and advice about the 
nation's affairs. 

We should not surprise the public with major 
decisions without ample preparation, and 
without studying their different aspects. We 
. want to see constructive dialogue serving as 
our civilised approach in tbe various forms of 
tbe media and tbe press. The government 
should s6t the example in this, thwarting 
attempts on the part of those wishing to harm 
freedom and aborting attempts of those who 
try to cause damage to the nation's stability. 

We take pride in Parliament and its achieve- 
ments. The governmem is duty bound to main- 
tain contact with parliamentary committees 
during the chambers' sessions as well as when 
they are in recess because this can help both 
sides reach conclusions while debating legisla- 
tion or tackling public issues. 

Our foreign policy is based on a clear and 
solid foundation. We are for peace in 
approach and strategy because it is the target 
of the nations that seek construction I not war). 
We support our brothers and we continue to 
help them protect their interests and protect 
their rights. The blood of our Palestinian 
brothers is our blood, whatever is good for 
them is good for us too and whatever harm 
they face is ours as well. We will work with 
their leadership until justice has been estab- 
lished and the Palestinians have regained their 
rights and aspirations to independence and the 
establishment of a state on their national soil. 
We oppose occupation of laud by force and 
we believe in dialogue as the method for 
regaining Arab rights. TTiis is the spirit of the 
Great Arab RevolL 

Our channels of communication with our 
brothers and friends w'ill remain open so that 
our efforts can be integrated and based on 
mutual respect. 

While awaiting a list of the names of the 
Cabinet members, I wish you success in serv- 
ing the country, and the nation. 


The Saturday Crossword 


By Edgar Fontaine, DIghton, MassachuseBs 


ACROSS V 
1 SplintBr group ' 
5 Musical Staff 
10 Compulsions 
15 Loser to the 


in Heart problem? 

20 Plowright 
Pirandello 

21 StablRy 

22 PerlodB Of time - 

23 Rather Browns 
craaior 

25 Father Christmas 
27 Progiams 

26 Tbndsd 


30 FoottMdl iTtiseue 

31 Barely perceptBjte 

32 Looks actfrast 

33 GU 

34 i^ench Louisiana 
people 

37 Ra^’swKs 

38 

42 Urttumsd brick 

43 OurFedher 

45 TIB^tool 

46 Strtra an atGtucie 

47 Rop 


48 Assert positively 

49 Kilaueeficw 

50 Afore 

51 The Father Of 
MerSdne* 

55 Proofreading 
symbol 

56 Cofiapses 

SB Irrilatsd 

56 tees 

60 Metchanrs figures 

61 One h4w ghes his 
heart? 

62 Writsr^Boothe 
Luce 

63 T^eiwtyfost 

65 Ibnmelhe 
explanation 

66 Kiddle spoaers? 

69 Indian nusamalds 

70 Theftlherof 
Rado* 

72 Santa_^«rinds 

73 Disgusting 

74 HITS cowterpart 

75 Parks oneself 

76 _ on (indtes) 

77 Sapors' grp. 

78 Father « Flavius 
Jidlus CtispiB 


82 Tibia and femur 

83 Honor recipient 

85 Showed concern 

86 EcffiJie green staRt 

87 Told a whopper 

88 Goa^ 

89 Memento 

Reminder of 
mortality 

90 Dundee of bo]dng 

93 Broad-wir)ged 
hawk 

94 CombusSbIe 
bulking 

98 Rather of sdencs 
fiction 

100 DsucahxVs lather 

102 Entrance of a 
rrane 

103 WWW 
communications 

104 Swiss 
malhemeliGian 

105 Sgns, Hoflywood- 
style 

106 Confodemte 
sddlers, casually 

107 indfned to flow 

108 FOxxandf^rs 

109 Amount paid 


DOWN 

1 AouchMca parts 

2 Parrot 

3 Chiefs profession 

4 Labors^ vial 

5 Washes 

6 Spiqr sauce 

7 L^ calorie 

8 Hot dog^e problem 

9 Hels'irda'^ couitry 

10 Off^heoeck 
hakdo 

11 Chestnut-and- 
wtfite horses 

12 Coiton separators 

13 Approx. 

14 Sailor 

15 Motorcyelisfs 
protect 

16 Part of DAE. 

17 Actor Jidia 

18 In fexlsta'ng]: 

LaL 

24 Co9 about 
26 More adorable 
29 ’Planet ofthe^ 

32 'Camille” star 

33 Eyelid maladies 

34 Like Batman and 
Robin 


|35 Revere 

36 Svetlana 
AVueefetaiher 

37 r3» 

38 Squirraled away 
ii 39 Louis Ife fetber 

40 Rurxiown dwtfCng 

41 Abbey Theatre 
founder 

43 Runsatastsady 
gait 

44 Aifovie eraiuator 

47 MoequHo or Ilea 

49 NIxonY Secretary 
of Defense 

51 Aim and Nathan 

52 AucTienca 

' 53 Ws^sreyde 

54 High and 

55 Singsong moda of 
spemng 

57 Machin»«hop 
machine 

59 Social sliatLtfn 

61 *Whenthou_ 
thine alms' 

' 62 Greeki^tfid 

63 Widespread 
confu^ 


; 64 adds 

I 65 *Slddh8rih8' 
wlhor 

66 _toahaR 

67 Ire 

88 Jaunty 
70 TlMetdioIca 
I 71 Basketrywfiow 
I 74 Besidas 
76 Sartiest period d 
human culturs 

78 Covers a room 

79 Sharply 

80 MomekSf 

81 Slats ponce officer 

82 Tours topper 
. 84 Anriadas 

86 Kitchsn tools 
88 Aitercadcri 
69 Played charades 

90 Opensim 

91 Undothed 

92 Saver-tongued 

93 Cereal deles 

94 Fkxkof sheep 

95 Garrtoling macca 

96 C^ng sea birds 

97 AttanPon-gatiir)g 
sound 


99 OstrfehMn 

101 Haveitgreis 


Last sundayfe Crosewonf Solved 


I OBQQO □□□□ naan aanmB 
□□DIDQ □□□□ □Sam □□DBQ 
□□□□□ □□□□□□□□QDQDI3BB 
□lilDDDIi □□□[! OIDQDQlilQ 

OBQ BQQmmQ □□□DDB BQI9 
□QIDO dfiQaBC] SQD QBQE3 
BaQDQ □□SDDQ DDCiniBIiQD 
□□□□□G □□□nan nsnEiiiQ 
BOOQQOQC] anaasasaa 
□QQ maun □□□□ □□□ 

□□OQQDQBQ GIDOIBDrnnD 
□□□DDCl □□□QQE] QlinaQQ 
SlZianClBIlB QBaDElIl QBIIQD 

□□0C] QEIB □QDDQQ QaQIl 
□QQ nQQQniD Q[nE]niBC] 

□□□□□■IBB □□□□£]□[!]£]□ 
□□unnitnQ Baaa □□□dde] 
claciaBiiinciBBaQBas □qboq 
□□OBB Bnnc] QBnn □□□□□ 
□snap BDBP EinQP sppBaJ 





Government faces tough economic agenda 


By Suleiman A1 Khalidi 
Reiners 


AMMAN — Jordan's new 
government faces the 
daunting task of getting the 
countrv' out of an economic 
mess which threatens its 
long-term ga^wih 

prospects, analysts and 
business leaders said Fri- 
day. 

■fhey said major chal- 
lenges face Prime Minister 
Fayez Tarawneh's team of 
technocrats, as the King- 
dom's social and economic 
woes were deepened by a 
failure to control state 
spending by worsening 
administration and official 
incompetence. 

Tarawneh. who took over 
from outgoing prime minis- 
ter .Abdul Salum Mujali, has 
with him a team of veteran 
ministers headed by promi- 
nent economist Taher 
Kanaan. expected to main- 
tain IMF-directed free mar- 
ket liberalisation. 

But their task will be 
more pressing than any of 
their predecessors' to 
quicken snail-paced 

reforms aimed at easing 
growing poverty, unem- 
ployment and restoring 


flagging business confi- 
dence in government. 

“Tlie economic issue has 
the priority and within the 
economic issues, poverty 
and unemployment," 
Tarawneh told Reuters. 

While Jordan's economy 
has been held hostage to an 
unfavourable external envi- 
ronment. including a falter- 
ing Middle East peace 
process and tunnoii in 
neighbouring Iraq, many 
experts say the country’s 
plight has been worsened 
by mediocre administra- 
tion. 

“Delay in implementing 
economic legislation has 
led to a slowdowm in 
growth and lost us invest- 
ment opportunities,*' said 
Hamdi Tabaa, head of the 
Jordanian Businessmen's 
Association. 

F^me Minister Tarawneh 
will have to address this 
legacy of government iner- 
tia amid growing nepotism 
and graft among state 
employees, who have seen 
their living standards pJum- 
meL 

“Societies (are) weakened 
and shaken under the ham- 
mer of patronage and 


favouritism of relatives or 
beneficiaries.’' King Hus- 
sein said in his letter of 
appointment to Tarawneh. 

Jordan’s less than bright 
economic picture was 
exposed this summer after 
planning officials radically 
revised down their rosy 
GDP (gross domestic prod- 
uct) growth figures, previ- 
ously estimated at over five 
percent in 1996 and 1997. 

Officials admitted growth 
this year could be a modest 
two per cent, falling far 
short of an earlier estimate 
of around six per cent 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


This outlook is expected 
to have a sobering effect on 
the new economic team as 
it tackles the problems now 
that Jordan's “success 
story," previously applaud- 
ed by economic ministers, 
appears to have been a 
complacent illusion. 

Critics say Jord^’s suc- 
cess in macit^onomic 
stabilisation since a severe 
1989 crisis, has not been 
matched by any substantial 
process in structural 


reforms, mired by lack of 
will for real change which 
carries a heavy poltdcal 
price. 

The government's chal- 
lenge is to meet growth tar- 
gets of over six per cent by 
tile year 2000 from a mod- 
est 2.2 per cent last year if it 
is to abort rising unemploy- 
ment and ease pover^. 

Jordan is burdened wdib a 
population growth of alKHit 
3.5 per cent per year, and 
the young make up tiie 
majori^ of its 4.6 million. 

>^tii an eye on fexmer 
prime minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti's iU-fiited 
move in 1996 to raise bread 
prices, which provoked 
civil unrest, most govern- 
ments have held back from 
unpopular measures for 
fear of a social backlash. 

But reflecting growing 
concerns about the state 
finances. Crown Prince 
Hassan hinted this week at 
the need to cut stare expen- 
diture. 

The tmighest task will be 
bringing fiscal discipline ro 
reduce the budget deficit, 
expected at around six per 
cent of GDP from an origi- 
nal 3.2 per cent estimate for 


diis year. 

But economists question 
whether the government 
can handle the politically 
explosive issue of downsiz- 
ing a bloated public secior 
which comprises nearly 20 
per cent of the country's $5 
billion GDP. one of the 
highest ratios in the world. 

About half the million- 
strong workforce is 
employed by the stare and 
one challenge will be 
attracting more foreign 
investment, currently mini- 
mal. to create around 
80.(XX) new jobs each year. 

Critics blame powerful 
business and political lob- 
bies competing for major 
deals for obsDiicting the 
previous go\’emmenr'.« 
efibits at deeper IMF- 
directed reforms. 

Business leaders also 
await Tarawneh's moves on 
privatisation, so for paral- 
ysed by competing lobbies 
but stiff a major test of Jor- 
dan's credibility with for- 
eign investors. 

That debate had sparked 
fears of a backlash against 
foreign investment, casting 
doubt on Jordan's reform 
programme. 


Sweifiyeh shopping festival killed by disagreements 


By Suha Ma'ayeh 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Amman's 
first-et'er shopping festival 
which was .scheduled to 
have taken place in the 
sprawling area of Sweifiyeh 
eleven days ago was post- 
poned indefinitely because 
the festival's organising 
committee was faced with 
difficulties in preparing for 
such an event. 

The commercial area of 
Sweifiyeh, which includes 
nearly 1.200 companies and 
organisations, commercitd 
shops and tourist facilities, 
was chosen due to its con- 
venience for pedestrians, its 


high shopping concentra- 
tion and variety of shops 
and restaurants, according 
to the oiganisers. 

As the volume of retail 
business across the King- 
dom has declined over the 
past few years, the event 
was aimed at reviving the 
recession-hit economy and 
at luring tourists and expa- 
triates. mainly the Arab 
Gulf nationals who escape 
soaring summer tempera- 
tures in their countries, said 
Mohammad Qudah, the 
executive director of the 
committee. 

Qudah added that the one- 
week festival was supposed 
to have been held on the 


eleventh of August, on the 
occasion of the King’s 
accession to the 'Hiroae. 

“We wanted ±e event as 
an attracdoa and investment 
and not only as a passage 
for travellers from nearby 
countries." he told the Jor- 
dan Times in an interview. 
C^dah stressed that this fes- 
tival was wrongly seen by 
some merchants as an end- 
of-season sales period. 
“Roads would not have 
been closed off to vehicles 
as Che festival was not a car- 
nival." he explained. 

But, C^dah continued, the 
unenthusiastic merchants 
who did not fully under- 
stand the objectives of the 


festival, feared that the 
event would be similar to 
those held frequently by the 
Municipality of Greater 
Amman in the area of 
Shmeisani where streets 
were closed ofT to vehicles 
during the weekends to 
revive artistic shows. 

“Some even saw the afflu- 
ent area of Sweifi^ 
becoming less classy," he 
said. 

“Such a situation will 
affect the key money for the 
stores and will consequently 
cause a dramatic decline in 
prices," said an owner of 
one of tiie 560 shops that 
was expected to take place 
in this event. 


Even though merchunLs 
were exempt from the 
JD250 registration fee. 
“some merchonLs could not 
agree on the amount of dis- 
counts and others were 
dubious about the reduc- 
tions they were going ro 
offer to customers. 

There was a disorganised 
publicity campaign for the 
event and. accordingly, the 
public was not fully aware 
of the concept of the festi- 
val. 

Qudah concluded that the 
Chamber of Commerce 
decided not to sponsor the 
event until all the concerned 
parties reach an agreement. 


Heavy trading seen continuing 
on banking, pharmaceuticai shares 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMM.AN — Trading in 
banking and pharmaceuti- 
cal .shores at the Amman 
Financial Market lAFM) 
was a key factor in increas- 
imi ihe stock marker's 


turnover fust week com- 
p,m'd lo Ihe previous 
week's figure^, a broker 
s.^nl Frid,ay. 

The weekly bulletin 
showed that the lumo^er 
recorded in (he past week 


amounted to JD7.6 million, 
up from JD4.5 millioo. a 
65.8 per cent increase. 

The number of shares trad- 
ed was 3.97 million. The 
average daily turnover 
amounted to JDl.5 million 
compared toJDl.l million 
a week ago. the bulletin 
indicated. 

Naim Naqeeb, a broker at 
the .stock markeL said trad- 
inc focused on the shares 


of the Arab Bank. Housing 
Bank. Arab Pharmaceutical 


Manufacturing Company 
and Dar A1 Dawa. 

“Foreign investors sold 
some of their Arab and 
Housing Bank shares which 
were bought by local 
investors." Naqeeb told the 
Jordan Times. 

The general price index, 
based on the shares of 60 
major firms, slipped by 
1.17 points, down to 182.4 
points in the past week 
from 183.5 points a week 
ago. a 0.64 decrease. 


Naqeeb explained that the 
drop was due to the decline 
in die price of Arab Bonk 
shares, which opened at 
JD226.5 and closed at 
JD226. a 500 fils decrease. 


The broker expected that 
trading will remain high on 
the shiu^s of four compa- 
nies in the cominc week. 


(Continued on page 9) 


NEW MERCEDES CONVERTIBLE 
FOR SALE 
SLK200 

FUaV LOADED — SILVER COLOUR — 
DUTY UNPAID 

CONTACT: 079/42959 


THE Dsily Crossword Edited uywayne Robert iMncams Posnuts 


ACROSS 

1 Mardi _ 

5 Tangled 
masses 
9 Profoundly 
disturbing 

14 Copter starter? 

15 Shelter a 
fugitive, a.g. 

16 Configuration 

17 Added years 

16 Nevada City 

19 Embroidered 
loop 

20 Well-executed 

23 Sawbucks 

24 Beset 

25 'Harlem 
Nights' co-star 

27 Air-travel 
watchdog grp. 

29 Drank noisily 

33 Has difference 
of opinion 

38 Word with dub 
or goal 

39 Region 

40 Believer in God 

43 Patient foa 
doctor 

44 Sock hep 

46 Became more 
intense 

46 Automaion 

51 Hebrew judge 

52 Machu Picchu 
builders 

54 Slurs over 

59 Steffi of tennis 

62 Lure 

64 Eaglers abode 

66 Festive 
occasion 

67 'M'A'S'H' star 

68 Late-night bite 

69 Nights before 

70 Will ol 'Tha 
Waltons* 

71 Martinique 
volcano 

72 Remainder 

73 Byrnes and 
Hall 


TlGPiazSatOMlcam 
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Major Currancics & Cross Rates 


Currency 
US Dollar 
DE Mark 
GB Sterfmg 
CH Franc 
jpYen 
CA Dollar 
ITUra ' 
NL Guilder 
PR Franc 


Prices as at 
I CAD i n 


21/D8/98 17dS 


0.0847 1225.19 0.8647 


0.1014 124.92921 


m. 

NLG 


1776.30 

2.0311 

&0378 

986.79 

1.1276 

3.3618 

2898.05 

34139 

9M13 

1179.42 

134.87 

4L009S 

12.23 

139.91 

4.1590 

1159.20 

1.3247 

34374 

- 

11.43 

34987 

873.99 

- 

24713 

33.64 

33.6400 



MMrtto Eacrtem Currencies 


Currency USD 
US DoHar 

Jordan Dinar 1.4104 
Saudi Riyal 0.2966 
I Bahrain Dinar 2.65 
Qatar Dinar 0.2747 
i Kuwait Dinar 3.2647 
I Emirates Dinar 02723 
Lebanese/1000 0.66 
! Egyptian 0.2922 


1.8807 9.9488 

0,1948 1.0304 1.0304 

2.3076 12.2070 1.2270 
0.1930 1.0212 0.1026 

0.4668 2.4691 0J482 

0.2072 1.0960 0.1102 


AED LBP EGP 
3.6728 1S194K) 

6.1803 2142.45 442K 
0.98 405.00 0.M24 

9.74 4029.28 9A772 

I. 01 417.31 09401 

II. 95 4943.W 0.9W 

413.M 0A317 


Mid-East Currencies 


Oils 

Brent 

W.rexei 

Bonny 

Dubai 


Last 

revioui 

0.00 

0.00 

13162 

13.58 

040 

0.00 

1243 

12.02 

138.00 

136.00 


Currency 
SA Riyal 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 


USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

0.2666 

0.4804 

0.16341 

04017 

04723 

0.49056 

0.16688 

041021 

34647 

5.8651 

1.99481 

440436 

0.3770 

4.78011 

142675 

3.9968 

1.8866 

34971 

1.1552 

24386 


Metal Prices 


Libor Fixim 


Metal 
Gold ( 02 * 6 ) 
Silver (ox's) 
Platinum (ox's) 
AL (3 Months) 
CU (3 Months) 
Zinc (3 Months) 
Lead (3 Months) 
Nl f3 Months) 


Main Equity Indices 


Bourse 

NawYork 

Newyork 

London 

Tokyo 

Paris 

Frankfurt 


Index 

Value 

Chna 

DOW JONES 

64494 

-16241 

SAP 500 

1670.05 

•21.55 

FT-SE 100 

6507.5 

-159.9 

NIKKIE225 

1S2984 

•4341 

CAC40 

39584 

-12949 

DAX 

5163.61 

-324.71 






A LEADIN6 PRIVATE SCHOOL IN AMMAN IS 5EEKIN6 
TEACHERS FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS : 

- KG English teacher . 

- Grade 3 Qass teacher 

- Singing and Music teacher / Primary School 

- IG and Advanced Level Economics teacher 
Applicants should be holders for a BA ( BSc. ) degree 

or higher and should be experienced in their fields , 
Applications should be submitted to the School's 
Administrative Office during School's hours ( 9:00 am - 
2:00 p.m. daily except Fridays and Sundays ) . ^ 



I HATE TD TELL YOU THI5, 
Birr SOMEONE IN ANOTHER 

oinrrr has written a poem 

50METHIN6 UKE YOURS.. 


* IN FLANDERS FIELDS 
L THE POPPIES BLOW..'> 


^ I’LL CHANSE MINE 
.TO SUNFLOWERS.. 





My boss asked me if I mind wc 
on weekends. What*s a weete 


Andy Capp 


eiMMSKOB 


By Alan P. Olschweng 
Huntington Beach, CA 


DOWN 

1 Neighbor of 
Togo 

2 PhilbinofTV 

3 Baldwin and 
Guinness 


4 Part one of a 
tape 

5 Neighbor of 
D.C. 

6 Sleeping 

7 Pavarotti^ 
vofca 

8 Rocks 

9 SmaRanake 

10 WBddng loss 

11 COTfront 

12 Resting atop 

13 Gives 
permission 

21 Existence 
22Motav_ 

26 Hoagie 
28 Supped 

30 Outline 

31 Ufomatum won! 

32 Soaked in anil 

33 Avant-garde art 
movement 

34 Persia, today 

35 Dispatch 

36 Give away at a 
loss 

37 Silly Caesar 

41 Get the picture 

42 Air 


SDEHniH BQDB BH lJB 
BQQQD DBQB EUIIHQ 
QBDQEI IDQDI3 E2BOQ 

n puna ngpiEiran qciqci 
□□□Q BQdClElEI 
(sjQlDQQD B HEi nra 
□C3BG] DIIDB QSQBE] 
□DBEiaBEi BBan nBg 
□DBBD CIDBD DEHH3 
□BBDCI ElBmiiElB 

ElCmniBQ OCI DD 

QQQQ BDQQUQIIQBQ 
□Qtilli QCniD DE BHB 
BCIDO BQC7D 0QQSQ 
naHB BUBU SDBIIG] 


I 4 

CMU9HTW. 

^TMtnrr- 


f -V 

TncuK.BFEmNei 
.70 BLaeF9iNCB J 


f LOoK,Ywrr. \ 

[ NBVgR AW P L 
SWEEP- 
SftRroOUITMB 
^ vouaujcic/ J 
V- STAJeS/ 


rSHEWAaNT' 
. /WMDTHBR-. 


Unscramble biese four Jumbtas 
one l^er to each square, to form 
wur ordinary woros. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD 6^ 

by H»mf Amotd «*1 




! pfivates 


"!h.r rai--' 




vikhrJ 

.. ..I C.viel\. ni^'T 



-1- 

-3- 


•1- 

Cncy 

Month 

Months 

Months 

Year 

USD 

5.6484 

54876 

6b7188 

5.7181 

GBP 

7.7227 

7.7500 

7.7500 

74328 

JPY 

0.5781 

0.644S 

0.6528 

04523 

DEM 

34688 

3.S000 

3.605S 

3.7188 

FRF 

3.5000 

1.7813 

1.9102 

24234 

CHF 

1.7188 

3.5469 

34250 

3.7861 

m. 

5.0400 

4.8970 

4.5930 

• 


High Low PrCIi 
8608.D6 8442.25 861141 
1091.6 1069.7 10915 
5664.8 SSOOS 6667A 
15416S 15226.6 183914 
4067.82 3942.19 408T4I 
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^ A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Private sector leaders express ideas, views 
for easing Kingdom’s unemployment problem 


^♦PARTICIPATING IN a discussion 
about the role of the private sector in 
easing the Kingdom's unemployment 
problem. Arab Potash Company 
General Manager Nasser A1 Saadoun 
called for giving small and medium- 
size industries special attention and 
stressed that they should be the focus 
for absorbing the (idle) manpower. 

Mazen Maaytah, president of the 
Federation of Workers' Associations, 
spoke about the importance of control- 
ling and reorganising the non- 
Jo^anian labour “which has become a 
real danger and is contributing to a 
higher rare of local jobless.” He also 
emphasised the need to reconsider the 
moves of mass or group layo^s that 
have taken place at some jnstimiions 
and factories. 

Michel Nazzal. president of the 
Hotels Society highlighted the impor- 
tance of die tourism sector in absorbing 
manpower and easing unemployment. 
He called for activating tourism 
through international promotion cam- 
paigns of Jordan’s touristic sites noting 
that the number of hotel rooms will 
reach about 6,300 rooms in the year 
2000.” This will contribute to provide 
more than 38,000 job opportunities 
during two and half years ei^er direct- 
ly in the tourism sector or indirectly in 
other related sectors,” Nazzal iudicat- 
ed. 

Raouf Abu Jaber. president of the 
Federation of Jordanian Insurance 
Companies, stressed the importance of 
having several training venues and a 
strict policy to govern this approach. 
He also called for moving as far as 


possible from bureaucratic procedures 
in order to encourage various invest- 
ments. 

Mohammad A1 Tal, president of the 
Zarqa Chamber of Industry, empha- 
sised the importance of developing, 
modernising and upgrading the centres, 
means and methods of training to cre- 
ate a “generation of craftsmen” who 
capably work on various industrial pro- 
duction lines. “If they are well-trained 
they can be precious national exports to 
substitute thousands of workers on pro- 
duction lines in Arab countries, espe- 
cially the ones in the Gulf region.” Tal 
said. 

Khaldoun Abu Hassan, president of 
the Amman Chamber of Industry, saw 
a need to recoDsider the training and 
educational programmes to correspond 
to the community requirements. He 
stressed the training and rehabilitation 
cooperation between the private sector 
and the military institutions which are 
distinguished with wide experience in 
many fields from which the private 
sector can benefit. Abu Hassan urged 
that every industrial or economic sector 
lay doi^ its own training programmes. 

Hani Mulki, minister of water and 
irrigation who held the industry and 
trade portfolio in the previous govern- 
ment, underlined the importance of the 
local tourism sector for its great poten- 
tial to absorb large numbers of workers 
and stimulate economic activity. He 
also underlined the importance of train- 
ing and rehabilitation to upgrade the 
capabilities of Jordanian manpower 
and boost its capacity and productivity 
(AJ Ra'i + Al Dustour). 
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FORECAST.FOR SATURDAY, AUGUST 22, 1998 


By Lada C Stack, Tribune Afedia Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Your dreams and fan- 
tasies ceotce on your career and how you can make it on 
your own. Yoo've been working on a team effort, but 
you’ll to have be more independent again for a while. 
Thar's okay. What you learned fipm .^ends will help 
you achieve this new success. 

XAURUS:'(Aptil 20 to May 20) The mqon is in Virgo 
and the sun is about to go them too. That will help you 
considerably. You've had a \ot of stresses the last 30 
days, but you’ve probably aclUeved some secinity. 
That's impbttanc to you. so congratulate yourself. 
Tonight, do something you've always dreamed about 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You’re eotering a new 
phase, as you do every few we^. Your attention for 
the next 30 days or so will be focus^ increasingly on 
&dno up your borne and tidying relationships. If ^re 
are any problems in these areas, they're bound to sur- 
face. Thar's okay. They’re doing that because this is the 
perfect time for them to be resolved. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) A partnership would be 
' a good idea for you now and you might find the perfect 
j partner. It’s almost like you’re rediscovering a paimer- 
I ship tl^ was already tbere. Neptune is going into 
O^cbro retrograde, meaning you’ll return to some- 
thing that woik^ before. Keep ^at in mind. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You’re in the spotlight 
again, but don't let it go to your head. You n^ to be 
ptacticaL It’s important to keep, track of your money. 
Don't spend too much, even if you have a lot This is an 
exceUenf day to count it — not only what you have, but 
what you expect to have. . 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You're starting 
to come into your own. All the trials and tribulations of 
the last few weeks wDl be forgotten as you take your 
right^ seat on the throne. It's a temporary condition, 
but for the coming month you'll have more opportuni- 
ties than usual. Prepare yourself today by checking 
more things off old lists. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You're being 
increasin^y pressured to rake care of business. Details 
loom more and moreimpmtant in. your life. It’s im|W- 
tant to get organised and learn how to set priorities. 
These are all tilings you’ve been meaning to do. once 
tile time was righL/Well, guess what? Now is tiie day to 
g^s^ed. 

'SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) This is a 
gr^ day for a party and'you definitely have something 
to relebrate. For the lasrinonth, you’ve been woridng 
to achieve a pnsonal goaL Now tiiat it’s been accom- 
plis^d, you can proceed, to. set group objectives. With 
you as a player, anytiung is possil^le. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
Aft^ the 'sun iocs into '^tgo late -tonight ot eady 
tofflonrow, you'll ba've more opporninities.to advance in 
your career for the next scvei^; weeks. It's less fim than 
the last phase; , but it 'could l>e more lucrative.' Prepare 
by toting up this weekend 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) 'Hiere 
win be massive changes in yoiir favour. You’re will be 
able to travel and rela.x for a change. You've been under 
quite a bit of stress lately, so -m^ plans to do some- 
^diing enjoyable 'with friends this weekend. Get as far 
away as possible from your routine 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to FeSruaty 19) Finances are 
a major issue' again today. You ne^ to get them in 
.ottiec Rgure out how much you need and where you re 
going to. get it You don’t have to do it by yourself, 
^at's obvious. If you make the deal sweet enough, 
another person is willing to help. Do time. 

PISCES: QFebtuaiy 20 to March 20) The moon is in 
^^Igo and the sun’s ^ing over tomorrow. That means 
help is on the way. A'perspn who’d like to be your p^- 
Ber is.o&ring to assist. You had to do part of this job 
you’re jget^g into the parts you can share. 
8y.^ means, do that . 

Peridot — Golden (Juartz j 


Islamic bank 
puts up 
$1 .4b for 
Islamic 
trade, 

development 

• JEDDAH (AFP) — The 
Islamic Development 
Bank will provide $1.4 
billion to frurid trade and 
development in Muslim 
countries, its president has 
said. 

One billion dollars will 
be devoted to trade 
between Islamic countries 
and $400 million be used 
for development of tiie 
private sector, Ahmed 
Mohammad Ali said in a 
statement. 

The Jeddah-based bank 
was founded in 1975 by 
the Organisation of the 
{slamic Conference to 
encourage economic and 
social development in 
Muslim countries and 
other countries with 
Muslim comrouuities. 


Jordan limes, Saturday, August 22, 1998 


Share trading at AFM rises by 65 per cent iast week 


(Continaed from page 8) 

The banking sector's 
share of the turnover 
amounted to 47 per cent of 
the total luinover, or JD3.5 
million, ■ followed by the 
industrial sector which 
received JD2.9 million or 
39 per cenL The services 
sector accounted for 
JD640,(XX) and finally 


insurance sector for 
410, (X)0 or 5.4 per cent 

The Kingdom’s largest 
financial institution, Arab 
Bank, won JD2.1 milUou of 
the stock marker’s total 
turnover. 

Tire Housing Bank 
ranked second among the 
banks that attracted 
investors with a turnover 
amounting to JD889.474. 


Trading in the industrial 
sector focused on the 
Jordan Cement Factory, 
which woo JD72S,S74 of 
the stock market’s turnover. 

Pbannaceutical firms 
which recorded good 
results in their half year 
results drew the atteotiou of 
investors with the Arab 
Pharmaceutical Manufa- 
cturing Company winning 


JD608.933 of the turnover. 

Turnover iu the organised 
market amounted to JD7 
million compared to 
JD550.094 in the parallel 
market. 

Trading in the parallel 
market focused on the 
Union Tobacco Company 
which won JD 152,668 of 
the trading followed by the 
Arab Rnancins Investment 


Company with a turnover 
amounting to JD63.018. 

Out of the 101 firms 
which changed hands at the 
stock market, 24 fums 
recorded higher prices, 56 
firms registered lower 
prices while 21 companies 
witnessed no change in 
their prices. 
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Jordan Marketplace *** JORDA N MARKETPLA CE *** J ORDAN Marketplace 


DAJANI JEWELLERS. 


Amra Forum Hotel. 
Amman - Cairo - Rio 


Phone 

5527118 



Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information cali: 

Abdoun Reai Estate 
5920605/5920609/079-30007 
Web Site is 
wvirw.abdoun.com.jo 
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MIRAMAR HOTEL 
AQABA 

Special Summer 
Lodging Rates 

Single Room JD15 
Double Room JD20 
Extra Bed JD5 
+ Tax + Service 

Tel.: 03/2bl4i4b^1 
F6ix: 03/2014339 




Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


*One & Two Beeftooms wpulty 
Equipped KHehenettes *Dally & 
LonpSiay ★ noaff on a bte Rates 


StbQicle 

TeJ.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-ail : ND,cpblJd 



Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank, 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifieh Tel: B22891 


Shaban IntM Group • Abdou 
Near American Embassy 
Tei : 5933084 - Fax : S9330 ~ 




L’oluner Restaurant 


Abdoun 5929564 


TISE IN THIS 

ON CALL 



SWEIFIYEH 
A. Hajarat Complex 
Tel. 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile: 079/37588 


124-HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BIUNGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
MOBIIE TELEPHONES 

AlRPOFn* SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL.: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 anytime 
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10 Sports 


Sampras, Rafter and Korda 
ousted from U.S. Open tuneup 


NEW HAVEN fAFP) — 
Pete Sampras. Pat Rafter 
and Petr Korda will have a 
little more time off this 
week to prepare for the U.S. 
Open than they mi^hr have 
wished. 

All three were ousted in 
the third round here 
Thursday at the Slmillion 
ATP Internationa]. 

Indian qualifier Leander 
Paes ousted top seed 
Sampras 6-3. 6-4, in 74 
minutes in their first career 
meeting, closing out the 
third-round match with two 
aces to book a Friday quar- 
ter-final date with Goran 
Ivanisevic. 

France's Guillaume 
Raoux snapped reigning 
U.S. Open champion 
Rafter's careeer-best 11- 
maich win 7-6 flO/8), 6-3. 
Third-seeded .Australian 
Open champion Petr Korda 
lost 7-6 (8-6». 6-3 to fellow 
Czech Bohdon Ulihrach. 

Despite the defeat, 
Sampas will regain the 
number one ranking next 
week, and likely the top 
seed when the U.S. Open 
draw is made Wednesday, 
thanks to a loss by Chile's 
Marcelo Rios at 
Indianapolis. 

Rios was upset 5-7. 6-1, 7- 
5, by Zimbabwe's Byron 
Black in the third rour^ at 
Indianapolis. He needed to 
reach the semi-finals to 
defend enough points to 
hold off Sampras. Rafter's 
longshot bid was done in by 
his loss here. 

Despite his moving up. 
Sampra.s admitted he was 


unable to played his best 
here after playing for three 
weeks in a row. 

“I knew he would be com- 
ing in a lot and be frustrat- 
ing to play, but I was veiy 
flat and you can't afford that 
in this league." said 
Sampras. "Fve been playing 
three weeks in a row and it's 
taken it's toll on me. 

“I give him credit He 
played well, but I'm not the 
player I am usually. What 1 
need to do is go home and 
take a couple of days off 
and let the body rest and 
recharge Che batteries. Once 
the U.S. Open comes 
around I'll be ready." 

Paes claimed both service 
breaks on double faults by 
Sampras, the first to move 
ahead 4-2 in the cpeoing set 
and the last for a 5-4 lead in 
the second dter Sampras 
saved break points in games 
five and seven. 

Paes almost decided not to 
play the qualifying event 
because of a viral infection 
and fever, and was delight- 
ed he made the effort but 
refused to claim his win 
over Sampras as the best 
moment of his career. 

‘it's a great win, fantas- 
tic." he said. “He's one of 
my all-time heroes as a ten- 
nis player and it's almost 
like a dream come true to 
beat him. But winning a 
bronze medal at the 
Olympics was better. 
There's something about 
playing for my counoy that 
takes me to another level. It 
is the way I was raised." 

Paes h^ dropped only six 


games in advancing past 
Marc Rosset and Sergei 
Brugera in the first two 
rounds. 

Rafter had won tides the 
past two weeks at the 
Canadian Open and ATP 
Championships and admit- 
ted he imght be worn down. 

‘i felt a little bit flat," 
Rafter said. “It's tough men- 
tally. more than physically, 
to keep going. But you've 
got to lose sometime. 

“I would like to have kept 
winning and wanted to see 
how far I could go," Rafter 
said. “It was an interesting 
challenge for me. Now 1 
think it's prect>' important 
for me to get away from ten- 
nis for a couple of days, to 
do something else." 

Rafter has set himself a 
difricult schedule of four 
tournaments in four weeks 
leading up to his defence at 
the U.S. Open, wfrich 
begins August 31. He plans 
to play next week at an ATP 
event on Long Island. 

Raou.x will face seventh 
seed Karol Kucera in the 
quarter-finals after the 
Slovak overcame Brazilian 
Gustavo Kuerten 6-4, 7-5. 

Defending champion and 
fifth seed Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov of Russia beat 
Dutchman Jan Siemeiink 6- 
4,6-^, 

Croatia's Ivanisevic 
emerged from a stormy 
clash with Nicolas Kiefer 
with a 6-3, 7-5 victory. The 
German held four break 
points before losing his 
serve to fall behind 4-2. and 
also failed to win two more 


break points in the next 
game. 

Within minutes of the 
Stan, both players were 
arguing line calls and their 
faith in the officiating was 
not improved by the umpire 
over-ruling several times. 

“I’m hying to have fiin 
and I enjoyed it today, hav- 
ing conversations with the 
umpire and linesman," said 
Ivanisvic. “They were very 
bad. I never saw so many 
bad calls in one match. It's 
tough to concentrate and 
once 1 almost lost it, but 1 
told myself to calm down 
and not spoil everything. I'd 
worked hard for the match 
and didn't want to throw it 


IOC 
doping 
czar 
refuses 
to resign 


away. 

“llie only problem here in 
America is lines-people 
are so old. In Europe they're 
all young, but there was 
some old lady here. I don't 
blame her if she doesn't see 
the ball. It's so fast I asked 
her if she was having a good 
time, and she said yes. She's 
a nice lady probably, but 1 
don't know why they have 
such old people. Maybe it's 
a tradition. It makes it more 
fun." 

Both players received 
warnings. Ivanisevic threw 
his racquet after failing to 
win two break points at 1-1 
in the second set, and Kiefer 
was warned after hitting a 
ball into the crowd afrer 
being broken for 6-5. If the 
ball had struck a spectator 
instead of a railing, the 
German would have 

received an automatic 

default. 


Monaco aim to prevent World Cup burnout 


PARIS (AFP) — French League table- 
toppers Monaco defend their 100 per 
cent record at Toulouse on Saturday 
very much aware of coach Jean 
Tigana's warnings about World Cup 
burnout. 

Wins over promoted Lorient and 
Sochaux have given the club from the 
principalit)’ an early boost and Tigana 
is delighted with the form of strikers 
Victor Ikpeba of Nigeria and World 
Cup winner Thierry Henry. ■ 

But Tigona warned: “It's no surprise 
that those who played in the World 
Cup will be playing well. But they 
must watch out in October or 
November for minor injuries which 
could crop up as the pitches harden 
during the winter." 

Monaco ’.s other World Cup winnen: 
.striker David Trezeguct and goalkeep- 
er Fabien Borthez, are currently ham- 
pered by injuries. 

Trezeguet has a calf problem and 
Barthez pulled out of France's 2-2 
iniemauonal draw with Austria in 
Vienna on Wednesday after pulling a 
muscle in hi.s upper left thigh !a.st 
weekend. 

“It will be up to me to monitor my 
players carefully .so we husband our 
energies properly throughout the sea- 


son." said Tigana. 

Monaco are still adapting in nudfield 
wi± Ludovic Giuly coming in follow- 
ing the sale of All Benari>ja to 
Bordeaux. Giuly has formed a veiy 
attacking midfield trio with Sabri 
Lamouchi and Franck Cava. 

Second-placed Bordeaux may be 
hard-pushed to hold on to their 1(X) 
percent record with coach Elie Baup 
having to do without defenders David 
Jemmali, Kodjo Afanou and Francois 
Grenet at home to Auxetre. 

Captain Michel Pavon, suspended 
after being sent off in their opening 
victoi^ over Paris Saint Germain, is 
bock in action, however. 

Auxerre coach Guy Roux has a 
fully-Ht s^uod to choose from after 
Oumar Dieng and Thomas Oeniaud 
overcame knocks during the week. 

Montpellier veteran Xavier 
Gravelaine is doubtful for the trip to 
his old club Marseille after suffering a 
heel injury. He took Thursday off and 
will have a late fitness test before the 
Stade Velodrome clash. 

Third-placed hlarseille are the only 
other side, along with Monaco and 
Bordeaux, to have won both their 
matches to date. 

Montpellier's Ivory Coast striker 


Ibrahima Bakayoko. who had been 
thought to be playing his last match for 
the dub on Sanirday before a sale to 
English champions Arsenal, is now set 
to appear for the Riviera side. 

Lyon striker Frederic Kanoute, who 
already has a goal to his name this sea- 
son. has pulled out of hi.s side's trip to 
promoted Lorient in southern Brittany. 
Centre-forward Marco Grassi is also 
doubtful and should he pull out, 
Cameroon's Joseph-Desire Job might 
make his debut for the club. 

Paris Saint Germain have a chance to 
surge up from their equal .sixth spot at 
Stra,sbourg, who are relying on the 
.same squad which lost to Nantes lost 
week. 

Strasbourg coach Pieire Mankowski 
said; “We have nothing to lose as all 
the pressure is on PSG's shoulders." 

Defending champions Lens, who 
visit Sochaux on Sunday, are among 
eight clubs looking for their first victo- 
ry of the season. The others arc Nancy. 
Le Ha\re. Lorient. Stnu^bourg, Metz. 
Bastia and Sochaux. 


LAUSANNE (AFP) — 
The International Olympic 
Committee's (TOC) top 
anti-drug fighter Prince 
Alexanifre de Merode on 
Thursday rejected Spanish 
calls for bis resignation. 

The Spanish Olympic 
Committee had called for 
the outspoken de Merode. 
head of the TOC medical 
commission, to stand down 
after he accused Spanish 
doctors of trying to under- 
mine the IOC battle against 
doping. 

De Merode. in an inter- 
view in the Figaro newspa- 
per. claimed that IOC pres- 
ident Juan Antonio 
Samaranch's recent call for 
easing the traditional hard- 
line stance taken by the 
IOC on drugs had been 
brought about by certain 
Spanish doctors. 

"I^ident Samaranch 
has always been against 
doping and he has always 
supported the action taken 
by the medical commis- 
sion," said de Merode. “I 
know where these ideas 
come from ... doctors who 
have forgotten their profes- 
sional eSics. 

“We must not forget that 
doping has been go'ing on 
in Spanish sport for a very 
long time. A president of 
the athletics federation has 
even been sacked because 
he refused to pick athletes 
who did not take drugs," he 
added. 

An unrependent de 
Merode said on Thursday 
he was nor picking on 
Spain. "Every countiy has 
disreputable doctors who 
supply drugs. I only men- 
tioned Spzun iMcause 
President Samaranch is 
Spanish." he explained. 

But his connments have 
so angered the Spanish that 
in a bid to defuse the issue 
Samaranch said there 
would be a meeting later 
this month in Lausanne 
with Spanish officials, 
including the country's 
sports minister. 

The IOC president i.s 
hoping that a cleor-ihe-air 
meeting with de Merode 
and Spanish officials will 
put an end to the affair 

Samaranch also used 
Thursday's meeting to 
deny that he had ever sug- 
gested that the fight on 
drugs should be eased. 

“I have never said perfor- 
mance-enhancing drugs 
should be taken off the li.st. 
All such drugs are harmful 
to athletes. It is a kind of 
cheating wc cun not accept 
in sport." said the 78-ycar- 
oid president. 



Rovers swoop for DaMly 


BL.ACKBURN i AFP) — Blackburn on Thursday beat the deadline for the 
registration of players for European competitions to sign Christian Dailly 
from English Premiership rivals Derby, according to the club's telephone 
information serv ice. The 24-yeor-oId Scotland international defender ha.<: 
signed for a fee of five million pounds (eight million dollars) and is seen 
by Rovers as the ideal replacement for compatriot Colin Hendry who 
recently joined Glasgow Rangers. Dailly began his career at hornetow-n 
club Dundee United" before moving to Derby for one million in 1996. 
Ironically, the ex -Ram played his final game under Jim Smith in the open- 
ing day clash at Ewood Park on Saturday. 


German, but dug up a great grandfather in his family tree n*ho emigrated 
to Brazil from Heidelberg in 1904 — which automuticaliy gave him tiie 
right to a German pas.sport. His first sea.son in the Bundesliga (1997/98) 
WO.S uneventful and Leverkusen even toyed with the idea of selling him 
during the winter break. Rink was impressive again.st Hansa Rostock last 
week, however, and Vogts has .said he is under consideration for on inter- 
national call-up. 


Reuter will no longer play under Vogts 


Rink eligible to play for Germany 


COLOGNE ( AFP) — Bayer Leverkusen striker Paulo Rink, who holds 
dual Brazilian and German nationality, has been ruled eligible to play for 
Germany at international level. The’ German Football Federation said 
Thursday that it had confirmed that Rink had anended rwo training camps 
for Brazil's junior national teams but never actually played. Based on his 
German passport, issued in Bonn in February this year. Rink is now ^e to 
be called up by German coach Berd Vogts. Rink can hardly speak any 


BONN I AFP) — German international Stefan Reuter on Thursday .vaid he 
would no longer play under national team coach Berti Vogts. Reuter com- 
plained that Vogts did not follow a consistent line and that he could never 
count on his explicit support, “1 will not continue under the authority of 
Vogts." said 31 -year-old Reuter, who said he has also informed the German 
federation of his decision. “1 finally had a chat with Vogts on the phone and 
told him that I am no longer available. Thi.s has nothing to do with age. Our 
relationship was such that we just weren't pulling in the same direction." 
Reuter, who has 69 caps, stressed that he may play for hi.s countA* again if 
the team were taken over by a new man. Vo^ has already ind'icaicJ he ' 
will stand down if Germany failed to qualify for the European chumpi- 1 
onships in two yetus time. 
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Jordan 
overcomes 
Chinese 
Tmpei in 
tadiwondo 


(Petra) — His 
Royaf HighDess Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent^ 
TliilrsdaV. attended .the 
fttepi-ny touraament group- 



ing 


Jordanian 


and 


7 )uwanese taekwondo 
jUDiW;’teams marking ihe 
4 ^>,anniversary of His 
M^esty King Hussein’s 
Acc^ion to the Throne. 

e\'ent, held at the 
Prin^ ^ Rashid Ben AJ 
> Kass^-Centre for MartiaJ 
V Ar6,>. ;witnessed a strong 
/sho^g .ibr Jordan's team 
cmratly preparing to take 
part'k.in the World 
Chab^odship in Tuiitey 

l^'Crngdom's girls team 
beabf'i^^ coumeipaits 7-3 
whii^i^boys won 8-2. 

ffife Hassan presented 
die .thampiohs with tro- 
phi»^4’^edals and certifi- 
ca^odte ten leading cen- 
tresm^ Kingdom. 

Al0>nnding were HRH 
priii^-R 2 Lshi.d, Minister of 
Ciilni]^ and Youth Talal A1 


HRH Prince Hassan presents the winners’ trophy to 
Jordanian coach Samer Kamal 



A scene from Thursday’s competition during which 
Jordan beat Chinese Taipei 

Hassan, Secretary-Genenil 
Isam Arida and Taekwondo 


Federation President 
General Tahseen Shurdum. 


Liverpool facing test 
of strength from Gunners 
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LONDON:- (AFP) — 
Liverpool's ■ title creden- 
dals wilt be given the 
severest , .possible test 
when th^. eniertain 
defending champions 
Arsenal at Afield on 
Saturday. 

Liver^od are the most 
successful club side in the 
histoiy of ^ the English 
footb^h- -league having 
woQ 18 league titles this 
ceatury Vinctuding 11 
between 1973 and 1990. 
But their formi'dable 
reputation has faded in 
the 1990s as arch rivals 
I Manchester United 
NU\. beiif usur^d their position as 
' the strongest team in the 
couniry. 

One Fa Cup triumph 
(1992) and one League 
Cup success (1995) is all 
the mighty Reds have ro 
show for the last eight 
years — and their 
famously 'loyal fans are 
desperate for a return to 
the glory days. 

But Liverpool's veteran 
Gennan striker Karlheinz 
Riedle believes the club 
has finally discovered the 
•; Inn. formula to bring back the 
ebampionship crown to 
AnfielcL- 

“We have a good team 
)jl and a'-good squad and a 
1 1 lot of the players are high 
f quality,” said the 32-year- 
olA.Wedle. “1 think we 
-are,’ good enough to win 
soniething. and 1 hope we 
win the title. 

“There is itow a good 
fflix in the dressing room. 
Everyone can leam from 
each, other — young from 
the old and old from the 
young." 

of the keys to 
j-ivetpool's season will 
be.._Siedle’s partnership 
England’s World 
Cup star Michael Owen 
wltile Robbie Fowler 
teniains -sidelined by 
injury nniil the New Year. 
The pair got off to a 
ginning.. start at 
Vou&ampton on Sunday 
vhethlw^ of them scored 
M a 2-1 victory and 
Riedle says; “Michael is, 
•or sure, an outstanding 
player 

‘‘I tiiink Jie can be one of 
the biggest players of all 
[* he carries on the way he 
has done.” 

. Riedle understands the 
importance of a strong 
i, after winning three 

Butidesliga titles with 
"^erder Bremen 
“Orussia Dortmund 
after 


"We had the possibility 
of winning something last 
year but we struggled In 
strange |ames we lost,” 
Riedle said. 

"But we already bad 
some quality. We are bet- 
ter prepared now and we 
will challenge/' 

Arsenal. meanwhile, 
struggled to a 2-1 victory 
over Premiership new-- 
comers and relegation 
favourites Nottingham 
Forest in their opening 
match of the season on 
Monday. 

The I^miersiup and FA 
Cup winners have made 
just one major signing in 
the summer — 
Argentioa's Nelson Vivas 
— and many of their 
players are yet to recover 
from last season's 
exhausting campaign and 
the World Cup. 

Even so, after the first 
round of matches the 
Gunners' Premiership 
title odds have been cut 
from 2-1 joint favourites 
to 7-4 clear favourites by 
bookmakers W'llliam Hill 
who have lengthened 
Manchester United from 
2-1 to 9-4 following 
United's 2-2 home draw 
with Leicester on 
Saturday. 

William Hill also offer 
5-1 Liverpool, 11-3 
Chelsea (from 4-1), 20-1 
West Ham, 25- 1 
Blackburn and Leeds. 
Arsenal manager Arsene 
Wenger blamed the lack 
of match practice for his 
side’s struggle against 


Forest. 

But the Frenchman 
warned that the Double 
winners were always like- 
ly to toil at the start of the 
season and that star play- 
ers like Dennis 
Bergkaoip. English foot- 
ball's player of the season 
last year, will only get 
better. 

"We were not sha^,” he 
said. "Our preparation has 
been short. We had eight 
players at the World Cup 
and we only had tw'O 
w'eeks for some of them 
to prepare. 

"Dennis Bergkamp is 
not at his best physically 
but in one or two weeks 
he will be sharper” 

In other matches. 
Chelsea and Newcastle 
will have the chance to 
make up for disappointing 
starts when the big- 
spending dubs clash at 
Stamfoid Bridge. 

Both sides came in for 
heavy criticism at the 
weekend after Chelsea's 
star-studded side crashed 

2- 1 at Leicester and 

Newcastle were booed off 
the pitch after a 0-0 draw 
against newboys 

Charlton, who play^ 
most of the match with 10 
men after the dismissal of 
Richard Rufus. 

Tottenham will also be 
desperate for a positi'e 
result at home to 
Sheffield Wednesday to 
appease their Jong-suffer- 
ing fans after last week’s 

3- 1 defeat to Premiership 
minnows Wimbledon. 
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j^^ut his first year with 
^ Reds was trophyless 
a campaign which 
^tnised so .^uch on 
Doth European and 
domestic fronts. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARtF 
&TANNAHHIBSCH 
eitM-hM* kMt SmoA «ic 

DQNT TRUST TOUR EYES 
Both vulnerable. Nortb deals. 


WEST 
«RB73 
OJ84 
<>J10 

*10643 


NORTH 
*Q6Sa 
TAQ109 
0KQ9 
*K8 


EAST 

• 109 

4A864 

• Q95S 


somn 

• AJ4 

0793 

07532 

• AJ7 

TtwbiddZiie: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

10 Pate INT P*aa 

2Nr Phb srrt Pam 

Pam Pma 

Opening lead: Three of • 

It does not alwaya pa; to win a 
trick when it ia offern^ A sinpte 
hiddiqp play combined with e deafa 
of darii^ woriced wonders for Eaal' 
Weal on tfaia 

North-Sooth were us^ weak no- 
mriYip opening bida, wfaitt accounts 
fbr Iwtb didee Ibr the midal sal- 
vo. lie raise to two bo tramp was 
invitational Sooth, with a max* 
immn, bad no proUem in goir^ oa 
Ugama. 

West led e anade, won in the 


dewed band with the ja^ A heart 
to the nine was allowed to hold, and 
dedarer raeotned to hand with the 
acv of spades to repeat the heart 
finesse, and the ten won as East 
ducked agaiiL 

With no eonveniant to get to 
hand, declarer led the king of dia* 
Imonds, and continued with the 
queen after East held off one round 
and West dropped the ten. East 
took the ace tiwM and dummy's 
niiie was wemoted to a trick whu 
the jack dropped, continued 
with a diamond, setting up the 
ei^tinhand. 

I bedarer now thou^t there a-ere 
10 Bieke without the club fiiwtfae — 
two spades, four hearts tritb the 
help of a third finesse, two dio- 
BOnds and two duba. So South 
cashed the king^dnbs, reozraed 
to bawd with the ace to see whether 
the queen would drop, then took the 
Wneed' he^ fiaem for the orer^ 
trick. A ddigbted East scored the 
kjag, rbnf' raahfld tie eight of dia . 
BMa^ and Q 9 of dubs for a ooe- 
tiidseeL 

We don't want to take anything 
away from East’s defense, but 
South miased an ahernath-e way to 
jaeanre 10 tricks. Instead of eashing 
the rrif^ of dubs, dedarer ebmld 
have come to band with the ace and 
led a spate toward the Queen. As 
the cards lie. a eucpxiaed South now 
emerges with two overtricks! 


Australian 

socxjer 

boss 

quits 

SYDNEY (AFP> — The 
man behind Teny 
Venables’ short reign as 
Australia's soccer coach 
has resigned suddenly as 
chmnnan of Soccer 
Australia (SA). 

The Australian game was 
bewildered Friday follow- 
ing the unexpected depar- 
ture of controversial chair- 
man David Hill late 
Thursday. 

HilJ also stepped down as 
chairman of Sydney Water 
to concentrate on the immi- 
nent Australian federal 
election, where he will 
stand as the Labor Party 
candidate for the southern 
Sydney seat of Hughes. 

The Soccer Australia 
board is expected to meet 
on August 29 to choose a 
new chairman. Hill was 
instrumental in getting for- 
mer England manager 
Terry Venables to coach the 
Socceroos. who were with- 
in a goal of qualifying fm* 
this year's World Cup 
finals in France. 

The Socceroos lost on the 
'away' goals rule against 
Iran in Melbourne in the 
final Asian eliminator last 
November. Venables sub- 
sequently became manager 
of English Tlrst Division 
club Crystal Palace. 

Hill had also been work- 
ing to have Australia 
included in the Asian zone 
qualification for the 2002 
World Cup in Japan and 
South Korea rather than its 
current Oceania affiliation. 
Socceroo coach Raul 
Blanco was shocked: "I 
just don't know how to 
take it. I don't know what's 
happening. I spoke to him 
this morning ('Thursday) 
and he did not indicate any- 
thing like this was about to 
happea" 


European Athletics Championships 

Italian ace thinks he has 

Kipketer in his sights 


BUDAPEST (AFP) — 
Italian ^)0 metres runner 
Andrea Longo said here on 
Friday that he felt he could 
cause the shock of the 
European championships 
smd beat world indoor and 
outdoor record holder 
Wilson Kipketer. 

Longo, who is ranked sec- 
ond in Europe ibis season, 
finished an easy second in 
the opening heats behind 
Irishman James McElroy 
while Germany's Nils 
Schumann consigned 
Kipketer. who has only 
recently reumed to the 
track after a severe bout of 
malaria, to his second suc- 
cesrive defeat. 

"Its going to be difficult 
for Wilson to run three races 
in thr^ days after being off 
for so long and that is where 
my window of opportunity 
lies." die 23-year-oId Longo 
said looking ahead to 
Saturday's semi-finals and 
Sunday's final. 

“However. 1 will not allow 
myself to get distracted by 
watehing ^pketer because 
that would be fatal." he 
added. 

Kiplteter, who is the reign- 
ing world indoor and out- 
door champion, looked easy 
enough, coming from last to 
second on the final bend 
and it was bard to gauge 
wltetber be had deliberately 
laid off taking on the 
Gt^man or if lus lack of 
training had told. 

"The defeat means noth- 
ing. I perhaps underestimat- 
ed the guy because I didn't 
know.be jvas (be European 
iodo^ ■ ebanipion but the 
semi-fii^ will i;e.ve^.more 
about bow I feel," the 27- 
year-old Kenyan-bom natu- 
ralis^Dane said. 

“The only problem I am 
encemntering at the monem 
is in the final 50 metres so 1 
may have to lay up closer to 
the pace. But 1 will decide 
that during- the race." he 
added. 

Britain's Colin Jackson, 
the no metres hurdles 
worid record holder, 
showed that the two week 
break he bad taken before 
the championships had not 
left him rusty as he woo 
impressively in a very tough 
heat. 

The 31-ycar-old, who is 
also the decoding ebampi- ■ 



i 
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Colin Jackson of Great Britain is seen through the row of hurdles before his men's 
110 metre hurdles heat during the 17th European Championships in Athletics in 
Budapest (Reuters photo) u.- 


On. eased home ahead of’ 
Olympic' bronze medallist 
Florian . Schwartoft of 
Germany and France s Dan 
Philibert, who is the 
boyfriend of 100 metres 
heroine Christine Arron. but 
one of the race favourites 
Igor Kazanov of Latvia 
never got it togetiier and 
failed to qualify back in 
fifth. 

Jackson's perennial 
British rival Tony Jarreti. 
who has collected 13 major 
championship medals with- 
out t^ng gold, got over 
one false start to win his 
heat and declared that his 
golden drought could be 
over. 

“If 1 make U to the final 
then all hell is some to be 


the 3(t-year-oId 
>.u. 


iet ll^sd! 

•said: ^ • 

In a nice twist among 
those behind Jarren. twice a 
world outdoor silver medal- 
list. was recently crowned 
world junior champion 
Stanislav Olijars. whose 
mother Ludmilla is Jarreti's 
coach — he went through in 
third place. 

Another of Britain's 
defending champions Steve 
Backley laid down the 
gauntlet to his rivals when 
he threw the javelin 87.45 
metres, in the qualifying 
round, to break his owu 
championship reconj set 
eight years ago in Split. 

Poland celebrated their 
second gold medal in 24 
hours when , Robert 


Kofzeniowski won ifie' JO 
kilometre.^ walk, giving lum 
a perfect record’ over the 
distance as he has won his 
only other two races over 
the distance in the past two 
years — the Olympic title in 
1996 and the world title in 
Athens last year. 

However, the 30-year-o)d 
French-based walker was 
not a happy man at the fin- 
ish venting his spleen at 
French judge Jacques 
Xenard. 

"1 can't believe chat after 
all I have done to promote 
walking in France that u 
Frenchnian would twice call 
me for fouls and nearly cost 
me my title ... he's reaily 
something special!" he said. 


First NBA game set for Israel 


NEW YORK (AFP) — The firei ga^ at 
risk if the National Basketball AssodatioD 
owners and players cannot solve their labour 
fight is an October 12 exhibition in Israel. 

The NBA pre-season schedule announced 
here 'Thursday was made with tire hope the 
squabbling muiti-cniilionaires ' will find a 
way to ctivide their $1 .7 billion empire. 

T^e first scheduled pre-season game is in 
Tel-A\iv’s Yad Eliyahu Arena between die 
Miami Heat and Maccabi Tel-Aviv. 

Five exhibitions involving two NBA 


teams are set for North American NBA 
cities the next night, the most enticing of 
them being the Chicago Bulls hosting 
Atlanta. 

The exhibition schedule continues to the 
end of the month with regular season games 
'set for November. 

The NBA is -the only major North- 
American league never to lose a game over 
a labor dispute. Owners want an end to 
salary cap exemptions while players want to 
bold the line wi^ the current system. 


Australian Embassy Employment Vacancy 

The AustraJjan Embassy is seeking expressions ol interest from 
suitably qualified applicanls for the position of recepUonist/con- 
sular/passpoTt assistant. 

Applicants should be able to speak and write fluenUy in both 
Arabic and English. Highly developed interpersonal and comput- 
er skills are essential. Duties include providing a professional and 
efficient telephone service, handling of routine passport and con- 
sular counter enquiries as well as a range of other administrative 
tasks. 

Interested applicants should foraod CVs to; Peiso nn ei 
(Officer, AustraTian Embassy; P.O. B«( 35201. Amman 11180, 
Jordan rtolaterthan 3rd September, 1938. 


ENGINEERS WANTED IN 
SAUDI ARABIA 

Engineers wanted to promote a wide variety of 
equipment spare parts and other used maintenance 
materials in the fields of power, petrochemicals and 
air-conditioning. Our products include fans, valves, 
equipment HVAC maintenance materials as well as 
industrial and commercial Insulation and vibration 
devices. 

Required qualifications: 

• Applicant should have a BSc degree in 
mechanical engineering. 

* Minimum three-year experience in the 
above mentioned fields. 

• Age should not be more than 32 years. 

* English language Is a must with a valid dri- 
vers licence. 

■ Should be dynamic, with a strong 

personality and be able to prepare market- 
ing plans and agent-related sen'ices as 
well as a good experience in supervising. 
Those qualified will be granted a basic salary, hous- 
ing and transportation in accordance with their expe- 
rience. They will also be provided with monthly and 
annual allowances commensurate with the achieve- 
ment of selling targets. 


Fbr those interested, please send resume and the 
related scientific degr^ experience certificates, and 
a recent personal photo and phone numbo' to: 


P.O.Box: 183124, Amman 11118, Jordan 
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Mideast papers unite to 
condemn U.S. strikes 


AMMAN (AFP) — Middle 
Eastern newspapers adofxed a 
single voice Frid^ to slam the 
United States' stiikes against 
sites allegedly Unked to Stuidi 
miittiiwiTKnn aire and terrorism 
btcdter Osama Ben Ladea 

‘The United Stales has made 
a mistake — they have applied 
the law of the ju^e, snuUnng 
the views of the intemtuional 
comminuty.'' warned the 
Doha-based Ash- Sharq. 

U^. misdles on lliursd^ 
took out an alleged Islamist 
base camp in Af^ianistan and 
a suspected cheiri^ weapons 
faaocy in Sudan which U.S. 
President Bill Clinton said pre- 
sented an “imnuneot dneac" to 
U3. national seonity. 

But the Qatari paper ques- 
tioned the legitimacy of die 
attacks. 

*3y bombing the rites in 
Sudan and Afghanistan, the 
U.S. hasn’t realised dial it is 
leplicsdng terrorist acts with 
yet another tenorist act." it 
wrote. 

US. officials have said the 
misriles were launched in 
retaliation for the bombings at 
U.S. embassies in Kenya and 
Ihnzania which killed 257 
people CRi August 7. 

In the Uniti^ Arab Emirates 
a paper lashed out at an “ano- 
g^' United States for its 
unorthodox aj yroacfa to inter- 
nad(»al justice. 

*^ven if the United States 
has gatiiered rii the informa- 
tion to accuse a certain party of 
involvement in the attacks 
against the U.S. embassies, 
tlS^ cannot reserve the right as 
a siqieipowei; to take revenge 


without recourse to the United 
Nations Security Council” 
wrote AJ Khaleej. 

The paper also criticised the 
United States' double dealings 
at home and abroad contrast- 
ing the U.S. strikes witii 
shining image of legalip^ on 
the domestic front" projected 
in an ongoing investigation of 
the U.S. president for penury. 

The ^yptian government 
paper Al Ahiam AI Massai 
meanwhile dealt equal por- 
tions of shame to the United 
Stales and those targeted by its 
attacks. 

‘‘Shame on the United States 
for having reacted with such 
violence ^ barbarity, leaving 
innocent people drad." the 
paper said. 

“Shame also on the Islamic 
n^oo fxr not rejecting those 
who shelter murderers and 
criminris disguised as fighters 
for the faith." h said, implicitly 
criticising the regimes in 
Khartoum and Taieban-con- 
trolled Afghanistan. 

Osama Ben Ladea an anti- 
U.S. Saud national living in 
exile in Afj^ianistan under the 
protection of the hardline 
TaId»Q Iriamists. is reported 
to be safe after U.S. miss^ on 
Thursday hit bases Jinked to 
him. 

Clintcm cited “convincing 
information" tiiat Ben Laden's 
foDowers were re^xinrible for 
the deadly twin attadcs on U.S. 
embassies in Africa. 

In Bahrain, tiie official 
Akhbar AJ Khaleej called on 
>\^ishington to revise its 
^Middle East policy and rectify 
the failure to deal equally with 


Arab and “Zionist terrorists." 

“International coc^raiion to 
combat terrorism has no 
chance of success unless it is' 
accompanied by clear foreign 
polic)' based on the princii^ 
of justice and balance."^ the 
pr^ierwiTXe. 

Beirut-based papers mean- 
while linked the timing of the 
U.S. strikes to Clinton's 
embroilment in a sex scandal 
involving fomier White House 
intern Monica Lewinslc^. 

‘ljewinslQ''5 dress is not 
troubling the world any mere 
after Clinton discovert the 
traditional robe of Osama Ben 
Laden." said a sarcastic editor- 
ial by the opposition Kifaj Al 
Arabi in refi^ce to a dress 
reportedly stained wife 
Cleon's semen. 

The pro-Syrian Ashaiq 
wrote: “Ciimon escapes from 
scandal to intematioDri piracy" 
while the English-language 
Daily Star splashed its front 
page with “Fost-Monica 
Clincon Blasts Terror Bases." 

And the French-language 
L'Orient-le-Jour pointed out 
die simSaiity bem between 
Thursday's attacks and last 
year's movie “Wag the Dog" 
stamng Dustin Hofirnan in 
wfaidi die U.S. president 
invents a fictional war K) cover 
up a sex scandal. 

Some Jtrdanian papers 
meanwhile earned front page 
headlines on the attacks but 
Stevies wiere hidden well inside 
due to preoccupation with 
Thursday's change of govem- 
meaL 


Turkey says Taleban 
advance should be stopped 


ANKARA fAFP; — The 
Islamist Taldian movement's 
nulitary advance in northern 
Afghanistan should be stopped 
as it is threatening territorial 
irae^ily and stal^ty in central 
Asia, a Thridsh minis- 
ter urged Friday. 

It was the £1^ time Turkey, 
vddeh supports an Uzb^ 
movement led by General 
Abdd Rashid Dostum in 
Afghanistan, has c^ienly called 
for action against die Taleban. 

In a leiat^ development, the 
Tuddsh foreign ministry 
chaiged Taleban widi forceful- 
ly deponing around 50.(XX) 
edmic Turkmens, Tajiks and 
Uzbeks from the newly-c^ 
tuied nordi to Afghaidstan's 
southern regions. 

‘Taleban should be stopped 
in .Afghanistan, otherwise it is 
likely to cause worrying results 
in the region." State Minister 
Ahat Andican, wdio is respon- 


sible for relations with Asian 
countries, said 'm on interview 
with the right-wing Istanbul 
daily Zatnon. 

The Tlirkuh remarks also 
came as U.S. ferces fired 
cruise missiles into 
Afghanistan and Sudan in 
let^ation for the bomtnng two 
weeks ^ of two U.S. 
embassies in east Africa, 
killing more than 200 peqile 
and injuring thousands (see 
story cm page 1). 

One Turkish foreign minisny 
ofi^al told the stare-run 
Anatolia news agency diat 
Ankara was ccmcemed at what 
he said was the deportaticxi of 
ethnic Tinkmens. Tajiks and 
Uzbeks. 

The deportation is taking 
place from the area around 
Mazar 1 Sharif, a former 
stronghold of the Uzbek 0 {:^ 
sition captured b>' the Taleban 
two ueeks ago. in Kandahar 


and Jalalabad in the scHAh, the 
official .said. 

Andican, himself of ethnic 
Uzbek ori^. said Taleban 
sought to spread Islamic revo- 
lution in the area and therefore 
constituted a great threat for 
Central Asian countries. 

Turkey has set up close links 
with the mainly Turkic-speak- 
ing former Sm'iet republics of 
Kazakhstan. Kyig>7iilun. 
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan 
and Faisi-^ieaking Tajikistan 
in Centra] Asia after the Soviet 
Uniem's disintegration in 1 99 1 . 

Andican also accused 
Taleban of promoting majority 
Ptishtun nationalism in 
Afghanistan where Tajiks. 
Turkmens. Uzbeks and Shiite 
Hazaras also live., 

“If Taleban goias foil control 
of .Afghanistan, this will threat- 
en foe cixiniry's terriliiria! 
integrity' and lead to u split, 
are acairtst this." he said. 


Aziz: U.N. inspections cannot 
resume until Iraq’s demands met 


BAGHD.AD (AFP) — Iraq 
insisted Thm^y it would mV 
allow U.N. amis in^rections 
to resume until its demands 
are met and sanctions lifted, 
just hours before the U.N. 
Security Council extended the 
embargo for another two 
months. 

"Iraq will not change iLs 
decisioa..uiitil the SKurity 
Council seriously and re^xin- 
sibly studies its justifiable 
demands, det^led on August 
5. and begins to lift the embar- 
go." Ir^'s Dep^ Prime 
Minister Taieq Azaz said in a 
statement quoted by the offi- 
cial INA news ;^ncy. 

Later in the ^y. the U.N. 
Security CouncQ extended foe 
d^t-y^-old .sanctions 
against Iraq for a further two 
months. 

UK Security Council 
President Danilo Turk told 
reponets after a closed-door 
meeting in New York that foe 
IS members agr^ that ‘The 
necessarv conditions do not 


e'vist for modification of the 
[sanctions] regime." 

The council also reiteniled 
its stand foot Iraq's August S 
decision to suspend coopera- 
tion with the U.N. wca^poas 
inspectors was unacceptable. 

Aziz said his comments 
were u respon.se to a fetter .sent 
to him by U.N. arms chief 
Richard Butler on Wednesday 
calling for a resumption of all 
U.N. weapons inspections in 
Iraq. 

Butler urged Iraq to allow- 
foe resumption of the inspec- 
tions so that .steps con be taken 
to end the U.N. embargo 
imposed following the 19^ 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 

‘‘An early re.sponse from 
you would enable us to plan, 
straight away, foe required 
steps. incliK^g inspections 
and experts' meetings." Butler 
wrote, accevding to a copy of 
foe letter made public 
’TTiitisday. 

Iraq announced following 
(be collapse of talks between 


Butler and Ariz c;u'Iy this 
month that it wrnilJ no longer 
cooperate in the inspccliiin of 
new sites until the U.N. 
Special Commission 

tUNSCOMt charged wife dis- 
arming Iraq is restructured and 
rvmo\cd Inmi U..S. influence. 

"It was pnned to iis in a 
very clear fashion in the last 
talks that Butler Is deliberalciy 
following a policy of jw-vjiri- 
cation..Jic docs not want to 
tcU the Securirv Council and 
foe world that UNSCOMS 
mission is complele." .A/iz 
said. 

"It is no longer a secret that 
Butler and certain other ele- 
ments in L'NSCOM's leader- 
ship are not international offi- 
cials but ser\ oni s of American 
poi'icy which aims to mainiain 
the sanctimis." he said. 

"This is why we no longer 
liave confidence in Butler and 
foe elements pf the ITs'SCOM 
Ieadcr?foip and we du not think 
it iLseful to resume wori; with 
them." .Aziz said. 


Israel mulls legalising Palestinian homes 


TELAVIV (AFP) — The 
Israeli turfoorities are consider- 
ing sparing up to 3,0(X) 
Palestinian houses threatened 
with demolition in the occupied 
Wsst Bank, an Israeli official 
said on Friday. 

“We are talldng about two to 
three thcHisand houses which 
are inside villages and oo pri- 
vate properly where there is no 


diiipute over ownership." 
Shlomo Dror. spokesman for 
the coordinator of Israeli activi- 
ties in foe Palestinian territories, 
told .AFP. 

"If the buildings conform to 
our plan for the area then they 
will not be demolished," Dror 
.said. 

"Wc have to think about tiic 
future — about roads and water. 


Fur eisampic water tanks have 
to be bull: on the top of hills. If 
a house is built on top of a hill 
or near a rood wiihinit a licence 
then it will be destroyed." he 
said. 

Israeli demolitions of 
Palestinian houses, huts and 
bams are amongst the most sen- 
sitive and explosive of ksucs in 
foe occupied territories. 



BABY BOOM: Keeper Joe Walker shows her eight-month-old koala called Tstar' to a TV camera in what zoo 
are calling a *baby boom' at the Taronga Zoo in Sydney on Friday. Spring has arrived early at the zoo with the 
arrival of a number of baby koalas, quokkas, possums, rock wallaby joey and black swan cygnets to boost num- 
bers at the zoo (AFP photo) 


Arabs mark 29 years since arson attack on Aqsa 


Israel enforces siege on Hebron 
after settlers attack Palestinians 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Palestinians scuffled 
with Israeli troops in Hebron 
Friday as foe aimy sealed off 
the West Bank ci^ following 
the stabbing dettih of a promi- 
nent Jewifo settler the previ- 
ous night 

The murder shortly before 
midnight of Rabbi Shlomo 
Raan^. 63. compounded ten- 
sions already tunning high due 
to foe deadlock in the peace 
process and the 29th anniver- 
sary Friday of an arson attack, 
on Jerusaleni's Al Aqsa 
Mosque. 

Neariy 3.000 people, most 
of them mililom Jewish 
naiionalisLs. attended 

Roanan'.s funeral on the 
Mount of Olives in Jerusalem 
Friday. 

At one point mourners 
booed and screamed "tniitor" 
at Immigration Minister Tiiri 
Edelsiein. accusing his gov- 
ernment of failing to protect 
settlers and of planning to cede 
more West Bonk land to 
Palestinian rule. 

Bui foe funeral was other- 
wise calm and a feared con- 
frontation with Muslims fol- 
lowing Friday prayers at the 
adjacent Al Aqsa Mosque did 
niH materialise, in pun due (o a 
sIk'w « >r Uirce by Nraeli piilice. 

(n Hebron, the anny 
responded to Ruanan's murder 
by barring all entry lo und exit 
from the ci(y of 1 20,(XXJ. most 
of uhich i.s rukd by. Yassw 
Anifui's Palestinian National 
.Authority. 

Troops also imposed a cur- 
few on Palestinian :trt:u.s where 
1 5.CXY) Arabs live adjacent to 
foe city's 40ll-strxing Jewish 
settler enclave and which ore 
still uTKkrr Israeli control 

Before the curfew tot>k 
cffecL dozens of Jewish mili- 
tants rampaged fonxrgh foe 
Arab quarter. beating 
Palestiniaas iuid sending two 
persons to hi>iptlal. wimesse.s 
said. 

Fridtty morning a small 
croup of Pulcsiiniun youths 
pelt(^ Israeli soldiers with 
Slones and firebombs along 
the fruntier between Isracli- 
and Paiestiniun-ruled .seetors. 


Troops fired a few rubber- 
coated bullets in return and 
Palestinian police moved in to 
disperse tite protesters. No 
injuries wtere n^ned. 

Tbe Palestinian National 
Authority condemned tbe clo- 
sure of Hebron, which Israeli 
officers said would lost several 
days. 

‘This is dangerous for the 
[peace] agreements and will 
c^y lead to a heightening of 
tension, particulatiy in view of 
the deadlock in the peace 
process caused by Israeli 
intransigence." surd Nabil Abu 
Rudeinu. Arafat's spoke.sman. 

He mode no comment on the 
Hebron stubbing itself. 

Israeli Prime Minister 

Benyomin Netanyahu cut 
slKMt a vocation in nenhem 
Israel due to tlie Hebron attack 
and an upsurge in fighting in 
Israeli-occupied south 

Lebanon where three I.sracli.s 
were killed in barely 24 hours. 

Netanyahu told Israel Radio 
that a close odvi.sor. Yitzhak 
Molcho, hud telephoned 


Arafat overnight and demand- 
ed Palestinian action to track 
down Raanan's killei: 
Acaxding to Netanyahu. 
Arafat ^eed 

‘We use all the means at 
our disposal to ptx)tect foe res- 
idents of Helxon's Jewish 
community and 1 have spolren 
with the heads of our security 
services about this," 
Netanyahu said 

David Bar Ulan, 
Netanyahu'.s spokesman, also 
insist^ Arafat "issue an 
unambiguous condemnation" 
of foe killing, which came two 
weeks after two Israeli militant 
settlers were gunned down by 
Palestinians in foe northern 
West Bonk. 

Tensions between Israel and 
foe Palestinians have risen for 
months as negotiations stalled 
over Netanyahu's reftisol to 
curry out promuied further 
wifodniwuls in the West Bank 
und his policy of expanding 
Jewish .settlements. 

Ruonun. a prominent mili- 
liint iind grandson of Israel's 


first chief rabbi, was stabbed 
by a Palestinian wbo broke 
into his mobile home in Tel 
Rumeida, an isolated quarter 
which is home to the most rad- 
ical elements of Hebron's 4G0- 
strong settler community. 

Hie attacker tried to set foe 
mobile home alight before 
fleeing, police said 

The attack came as Muslims 
prepared to marie the anniver- 
sary Friday of a 1969 arson 
. attack on Al Aqsa Mostpie by 
an Australian messianic 
Christian. Michael Rohan. 

Rohan was committed to a 
ps>x:hiatric hospital and 
deponed to Australia in 1974. 
Muslims blamed Israel for 
failing to prevent the attack. 

Palestinian leaders had 
called for mass prayers Friday 
at Al Aqsa. but Is^li police 
roadblocks kept the number of 
worshippers down. 

Three Patestinians were also 
detained when about 100 
marchers scuffled briefly with 
Israeli troops outside 
Ramalloh on foe West Bank. 



Israeli border guards arrest a Palestinian, Friday at the Al Ram checkpoint that divides 
Icrusalem fronvthc West Bank, during a demonstration to mark the 29th anniversary of 
an arson attack on Jerusalem's Al Aqsa Mosque (AFP photo) ^ 


French visit seeks to capitalise on moderate signs from Iran 


By.IoccIv'n Noveck 

Tfic rrvss 


PARIS — Trying to lake 
advantage nf Iran's nascent 
OjX'nings In the WesL Francc'.s 
foreign mlnisicr headed lo 
Tehran on Friday for a visit 
aimed at boosting economic 
ti» a.s Tttuch as political ones. 

The Two-day trip by Foreign 
Minister Hub^ Vedrinc is foe 
highest-level French visit in 
seven vears. 

Coming only weeks after tlic 
visit of Italy's prime mirustcr, it 
IS a clear sign that Eurr^. 
eager lo increase trade with 
Irw. is moving to capitalise 
quickly on foe moderate sigas 
coming out of Tehran since foe 
election of PRsidrat 
Mchammad Khatami a year 


ago. 

It ;Jso i.'oiucs omiit a icnliitive 

but i^niinis M>licning ol the 
ieluiii.>iisliip between Inin and 
the United States — c>r ‘The 
Gncui Satan." us ii's been 
known In Iran .since lih: 1979 
Islamic Revolution. 

Vedrinc .says he plans tn 
■broaclj oil subjocis. including 
foe tlKvnicsi issue ull'ecling 
Iran'.s lies u.i the West: 
Mamisin. Tlie snbjccl ciearly 
will be on the front burner, with 
tlte recent aitOL'k-s on U.S. 
cmh:Ls.sicx in Kenya and 
Tanzania, and Washington’^ 
retalkuory aiiack.s Thursday in 
Sudan and Afgiuinisian. Iran 
Jus coiKkiiuicd embas.sy 
bombings. 

“I inlcrtd to talk about every- 
thing when I am in Iran." 


VL*iIriiK' .snkl Thursduy. His 
.spokeswr'omun suid lK'‘d he cur- 
rying a nK*ssagc from President 
Jacques Giirac. 

Much has happened in :i yoir. 
Only kisl April, tiic 15 
Huropeun Union (EU) coun- 
tries bit^ off regular contacis 
wifo Iran and withdrew their 
envuys after u German court 
found iTiinian leaders oidcrcd 
ilte 1992 as.sU.ssinulion of 
Kunllsii dissidents in Berlin. 

But four monllu luicr. (he 
nsxlertile Khatami wo.s elected 
by a laiKislidc. and n rmmtii 
after that foe EU uinbossadcvs 
renimed. In January, Khatami 
called for u *1)reak in the wall of 
mistrust" foe United 
States. In Moreh. foe Europeans 
rcMuncd mutl'^erial talks. 


EEariicr thi.s summer, both 


U.S. President Bill Ciimon ami 
Sccreuuy of State Mtiddeine 
Albright made conciiiah^' 
stutemenu; to Iran. Clinton said 
It was 'Vhangjng in a positive 
way." and Albright .said it wus 
"lime to lest foe poksibilities fur 
bridging this gap." 

In liglii of improving tics 
bcivvKn Tcimiii ami 
Washington. Vedrinc feds Iv' 
con serve a useful role bv rai.s' 
tng some of foe proWcm'issues 
between foe two capitals — 
problems that poi*; an nfetaclo 
in ckrser European-Ir.mian ties, 
too. Chief anwng them: 
Lsliirtusm. The United States 

has long seen Iran as a ro*n« 
Mate iliui sponsor. Mamism 
arid Albright has suid European* 
“just get r 
Iran s Nlnmist activiiv. 



Posh Spice and 
David Beckham 
expecting baby 


LONDON (AFP) — Posj, 
Spice, alios foe pouting 
Victoria Adams, is thiet 
months pregnant bv 
Manchester United foo[. 
bailer David Beckham, 
whont she intends' niarty-. 
ing after the birth, revealed 
the Sun tabloid Friday, 
Bouts of morning sicloiess 
during the Spice- Gi^ 
i^ent U.S. tour prompted 
the perennially mini-skitt. 
ed Posh Spice to annaiDce 
her pregnancy to tbe groi^ 


Prince Albert of 
Monaco imposter 
preys on 
Romanian monks 


BUCHAREST (AFP) ^ 
Police are investigating aa 
imposter posing as ihe 
Romanian representative 
of Prince Albert of Monaco 
in order to steal vahialHt 
religious treasures, poliu 
sources said Friday. Tie 
inaposter. a 21-year-old stu- 
dent named Viorel Pfesrau, 
turned up at a sumptooiQ 
monastery in the cented 
Romanian region of 
Brasov, claiming to'be tiie 
representative of tbe 
Grimaldi royal fanDy. 
Plescan told the monks at 
the Simbata monastery thu 
the prince would shoitly 
visit the sanctuary to make 
a donation of SOQJKlO 
French francs. 


Bassett: 'Danger^ 
to know the real 
people you play . 


in a movie 


LOS ANGELES (AFP)- 
Actress Angela Bassett 
says It's always a biiTlaii 
gerou.f to get to know tw 
much about the real 
you're playing in a movie. 
She had that experience 
once, meeting Tina Tamer 
and then playing in a tdovk 
ba.sed on her life ' io 
“What's Love Got To Do 
With ur “1 should have 
learned, 1 should hair 
lenrned, it makes it so lunl 
to get out of yourself ^ 
truly interpret tbe 
ter.” says Bassett, wi» is 
now starring in vHw 
Stella Got Her 
Back.” The film was writ- 
ten by novelist -TteJJ' 
McMillan, who also sntite 
"Waitins to Exhale." 


When tioidberg 
on the set, things 
go a bit wacky 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) " 
it's inevitable that "wtef 
grandmother and.Acwk^J 
Award-winning comcchtf> 
Whoopi Goldb^ is 
.set of a film, tilings.?*^ 
going to be a bit waii)- 
"She would cater to jee 
one minute, asking nw 
you were all right, 

V ou wanted some coffc* ‘‘‘J 
cookies or something; 
then the next minute ^ 
w'ould command s*** 
re.speci and awe by eva^' 
one in the crew." 
director Kevin Rodw> 
Sullivan, who directs* 
Goldberg in "Huw Stelb 
Got Her Groove Back. 


James Bond 
and Batman 
in the streets 
of Netherlands 


THE HAGUE (AFP)^ 
Dutch police - in 
donned bullet-proof 
to hunt down two- ata^ 
men stalking - ibe 
dressed as James 
Butman. .ANP news 
reported. After 
cha.se, the lawmen 
little town in tbe 
of the .Netherlands 
cornered their quarry 
find they were 
watcr-pjstols. It 
after identity chaCk^^, 
foe desperate coupfc ^ 
19 and 23. were sS ™ 
monitors at a 
camp who had 
game of cop.s ami 
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